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All Are Welcome!  
You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song,  

and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus Christ.  
Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! Whatever your 
gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, sexual orientation, 

or condition of ableness, we greet each other as beloved children of God! 

WE GATHER TOGETHER 

Welcome and Announcements        Pastor Sophy   

Centering Prayer 

Responsive Call to Worship             
  
 Christ is risen!  
 Christ is risen indeed! 
 Christ is risen! 
 Christ is risen indeed! 
  
 Exhale. Breathe out. Let go. On this Easter Sunday, allow your souls to be replenished.  
 Take in the joy. Take in peace.Take in the togetherness. Take what you need.  

 And wonder. Wonder, and imagine, and reflect, and question, and listen.   
 Listen deeply to the words and the songs.  
 Listen deeply to the Holy Spirit.  
 And hear the words that God has for you.  

 We emerge from the long days of Lent; our journey through the wilderness.  
 And we acknowledge that there is a darkness that seems to loom in this world.  

 And we remember that nestled within the great mystery of the Resurrection is a great light.  
 Search for that light, that hope on this day.  

 So, we come into this space, this sacred space, and we bring ourselves; our whole selves.  
 We bring our bodies, our hearts, our minds. Our relationships, our hurts, our delights.  

 We bring our joy and our disbelief and our fear and our hope, and we proclaim that hopeful     
 and ridiculous  and foolish and miraculous faith:  

 Christ is risen! 
 Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Hymn of Praise: Christ the Lord is Risen Today UMH#302    Corky Ballard 

Christ the Lord is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heav'ns, and earth, reply, Alleluia! 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
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Once He died our souls to save, Alleluia! 
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 

Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids His rise, Alleluia! 
Christ hath opened paradise, Alleluia! 

Soar we now where Christ hath led, Alleluia! 
Foll'wing our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 
                

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

Hebrew Bible Reading: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Gospel Reading: Mark 16:1-8 

   Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God! 

Listening for God’s Message:  “He’s Not Here”         Pastor Mel and Pastor Sophy 

Prayers of the People       Pastor Mel and Pastor Sophy 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  

Hymn of Response: Glorious (Baloche)       Performed by CAYA  
            of Simsbury UMC 
Look inside the mystery, see the empty cross; 
 See the risen Savior, victorious and strong; 
No one else above Him, none as strong to save; 
 He alone has conquered the power of the grave.  
Glorious, my eyes have seen the glory of the Lord; 
 Glorious, He stands above the rulers of the earth. 

Look beyond the tombstone, see the Living God; 
 See the resurrected Ruler of my heart; 
No one else above Him, none to match His worth; 
 The hope of His returning fills the universe. 
Glorious, my eyes have seen the glory of the Lord; 
 Glorious, He stands above the rulers of the earth. 

Prayer of Confession        Pastor Mel and Pastor Sophy 

If you have your Good Friday Popsicle Stick Cross, you are invited to take a moment to lay your cross 
on the altar during or after the prayer of confession.  

 Christ, we come to the empty tomb, we see our own death, 
 we see our own tomb, we see our own emptiness. 
 And we remember how we have treated other people— 
 members of our family, friends, neighbors, strangers, foreigners. 

 Lord, we come to your tomb, we see a hungry world before us,  
 the pain of starving children, the guilt of war on our hands, 



4
 racism, sexism, homophobia, and violence against the vulnerable,  
 and we know that collectively we share in those injustices. 

 Lord we come to the empty tomb, 
 we search within ourselves and we cannot escape what we are, 
 people caught up in the pain of our own wrongdoing, 
 for some a deep sense of loneliness 
 and a frustration of what we would be but are not. 

 Lord, when we come to the empty tomb, we lay before you our pain,  
 our emptiness, our fear, and our hurt, and we look to you for hope. 

 People of God, why do you seek the living among the dead in an empty tomb? 
 Are you afraid, are you uncertain, and are you uncomfortable here? 

 Our wounds are deep, we have turned away from love,  
 we have broken with love but we yet seek its fellowship. 

  A moment of silent confession.  

 Your wounds do not own you. Your sin cannot consume you.  
 The cruelty of the world will not have the last word, 
 for love has risen to heal us, love has risen to forgive us; 
 love has risen to change us all and bind us together now. 

 Christ has risen to forgive us. 
 Thanks be to God.  

EASTER COMMUNION 

We practice an open table at NMUMC. All are welcome to partake of Holy Communion, regardless 
of whether or not you’ve been baptized or are a member of our church or any church. 

You need only have a desire to grow in awareness of God’s deep love for you and all creation.  

For those joining in the Sanctuary, our communion elements will be consecrated during this portion of 
the service but we will partake of the elements together outside in the open air.  

If you are joining us at home, please have with you a small amount of bread (or something to eat) 
and a small amount of juice (or something to drink) to be consecrated during the service. 

The Lord be with you! And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts! We lift them up to the Lord! 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 
It is right to give our thanks and praise! 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere  
to give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth…  

…And so with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in 
the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ…  
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…we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice,  
in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 

…Through your Child Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Creator, now and forever. Amen 

If you are joining us at home, offer the consecrated elements to yourself or whomever you are with, 
saying as you do so: “This is the bread of Heaven, given for you.” 
“This is the cup of Salvation, poured out for you and for many.”  

Prayer after Receiving: 

 Your love has made us a new people; 
 As a people of love we will serve you with joy. 
 Your glory has filled our hearts. 
 Help us to glorify you in all things. Amen. 

Invitation to Offering          Pastor Sophy 
In gratitude for these gifts and for God’s presence with us, let us bring our offerings.  

Please consider making an offering online https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive 

A Choral Lord’s Prayer          Performed by CAYA  
            of Simsbury UMC 

You are invited to sing or pray, aloud or silently, whichever version of the Lord’s Prayer is closest to 
your heart. You may also follow along with the version printed below: 

Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: Arise          Performed by CAYA  
            of Simsbury UMC 
Arise, arise, arise, arise; arise, take Your place, be enthroned on our praise! 

One thing we ask of You, one thing that we desire, 
That as we worship You, Lord, come and change our lives; Arise, arise, arise, arise. 

Arise, take Your place, be enthroned on our praise;  
Arise, King of Kings; Holy God, as we sing, Arise, Arise, Arise, Arise.  

We lift You up, we lift You up, we lift You up on our praises. 

Arise, take Your place, be enthroned on our praise; 
Arise, King of Kings; Holy God, as we sing. Arise, Arise, Arise, Arise.  

WE ARE SENT 

Benediction           Pastor Mel   

Postlude: Choral Alleluia       Pat Tripp, Lynn Hayes, and Carol Muska  
       

https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive
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Bulletin Cover Illustration:  “Easter Morning” by Jen Norton  

Note: Deep gratitude to our volunteers and staff members who make our worship online possible, and to our 
congregants whose continued efforts help to keep our community safe from COVID19. We lift up deep grati-
tude for the collaboration involved in making this worship service happen for the glory of God and the delight 
of Creation!  

68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776  |  www.newmilfordumc.org  |  860.354.4596 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Mel Kawakami | Assistant Pastor: Sophy Gamber 

Ministers: All members of the New Milford UMC 
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