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All are welcome here. 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in 
the joy of song, and in the desire to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Savior Jesus Christ. Part of our mission is to 
be a place for all people. All are welcome here!  

Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious back-
ground, economic status, sexual orientation, or condition of 
ableness, we greet each other as beloved children of God!     

WE GATHER TOGETHER 
Welcome and Announcements         Pastor Sophy 

Centering Prayer          Pastor Mel  

Call to Worship “Why I Wake Early,” by Mary Oliver     Marilyn Fuller    

 Hello, sun in my face. 
 Hello, you who made the morning 
 and spread it over the fields 
 and into the faces of the tulips 
 and the nodding morning glories,  
 and into the windows of, even, the 
 miserable and the crotchety –  
 best preacher that ever was,  
 dear star, that just happens 
 to be where you are in the universe 
 to keep us from ever-darkness,  
 to ease us with warm touching,  
 to hold us in the great hands of light – 

 good morning, good morning, good morning. 
  
 Watch, now, how we start the day 
 in happiness, in kindness. 

Hymn of Praise  Come As You Are         Performed by CAYA 
            of Simsbury UMC  
Come out of sadness from wherever you've been; 
Come, broken hearted, let rescue begin; 
Come find your mercy, oh, sinner come kneel; 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can't heal; 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can't heal. 

Chorus: Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame; 
All who are broken, lift up your face; 
Oh, wanderer come home, you're not too far; 
So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart; come as you are. 

There's hope for the hopeless and those who have strayed; 
Come sit at the table, come taste the grace; 
There's rest for the weary, a rest that endures; 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven can't cure. Chorus.  
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

Hebrew Bible Lesson Psalm 98 (NRSV, adapted for inclusive language)  Carol Muska 

1 O sing to the Lord a new song, 
    for God has done marvelous things. 
God’s right hand and holy arm 
    have brought victory. 
2  The Lord has made known this victory; 
    God has revealed God’s vindication in the sight of the nations. 
3 God has remembered God’s steadfast love and faithfulness 
    to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen 
    the victory of our God. 

4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
    break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 
    with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
    make a joyful noise before our God, the Lord. 

7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
    the world and those who live in it. 
8 Let the floods clap their hands; 
    let the hills sing together for joy 
9 at the presence of the Lord, for God is coming 
    to judge the earth. 
God will judge the world with righteousness, 
    and the peoples with equity.	 	 	 	 	 

Gospel Lesson John 15:9-17 (NRSV, adapted for inclusive language)   Mary Prause 

9 As the Creator has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my command-
ments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Creator’s commandments and abide in 
God’s love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I com-
mand you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Parent. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go 
and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Creator God will give you whatever you ask in my name. 
17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 	 	 	 	 	  
   Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God! 

Listening for God’s Message    New Songs, Joyful Noises, and Loving Goodbyes  Pastor Sophy 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
  
Hymn of Response Your Love O God (UMH 120)      Corky Ballard  
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Invitation to Offering          Pastor Sophy 
            and Pastor Mel   

Please consider making an offering online https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive 

Offertory Prayer 

A Choral Lord’s Prayer         Performed by CAYA 
            of Simsbury UMC   

You are invited to sing or pray, aloud or silently, whichever version of the Lord’s Prayer is closest to 
your heart. You may also follow along with the version printed below:  

Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kin-dom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

WE ARE SENT 

Closing Hymn God Be With You Till We Meet Again  

Benediction           Pastor Sophy  

Departing Hymn:  Shalom To You         Performed by CAYA 
            of Simsbury UMC 

Cover Image: Photo courtesy of Valorie Kolitz.  

Note: Deep gratitude to our volunteers and staff members who make our worship online possible, and to our 
congregants whose continued efforts help to keep our community safe from COVID19. We lift up deep grati-
tude for the collaboration involved in making this worship service happen for the glory of God and the delight 
of Creation!  
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