
 

 

Palm / Passion Sunday | 03 . 28 . 2021 | 9:30am  

All Are Welcome!  
You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, and in the 

desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus Christ. Part of our mission 
is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! Whatever your gender identity, 
age, race, religious background, economic status, sexual orientation, or condition of 

ableness, we greet each other as beloved children of God! 
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WE GATHER TOGETHER 

Welcome and Announcements        Pastor Sophy     

Call to Worship  

 Leader: Let us worship the Lord—not just with our voices,  
  but also with our entire being.  
 People: We gather to worship the One who is highly exalted  
  and whose name is above every name, Jesus the Christ.  
 Leader: Your presence demands our participation.  
  Our worship is never wasteful. 
 People: Be gracious to us, O Lord. We are your servants; empty us for your use. 
  We are Christ’s servants and may we be of the same mind. 

 All: We declare that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God our Creator! Praise be to God!	
                 
Hymn of Praise: All Glory, Laud, and Honor (UMH #280)    Corky Ballard  

All glory, laud, and honor  to you, Redeemer, King,  
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.  
You are the King of Israel and David's royal Son,  
now in the Lord's name coming, the King and Blessed One.  

The company of angels is praising you on high;  
and we with all creation in chorus make reply.  
The people of the Hebrews with palms before you went;  
our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present.  

To you before your passion they sang their hymns of praise;  
to you, now high exalted, our melody we raise.  
As you received their praises, accept the prayers we bring,  
for you delight in goodness, O good and gracious King! 

Blessing of the Palms         Pastor Mel  

Bless these parade palms, O God of Celebration.  
 May they remind us of the simple joys of living.  
  May we remember the excitement that comes with following Christ.  

Bless these protest palms, O God of Justice.  
 May they remind us that Empire is not a thing of the past.  
  May they make us bold and brave to stand up against injustice.  

Bless these funeral palms, O God of Comfort.  
 May they remind us of the road that lies ahead.  
  May they encourage us in times of grief and pain.  

We give you thanks for the parade, the protest, the processional.  
 Guide our steps through this holiest of weeks 
  as we cry out together "Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna!" Amen.  
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

Children’s Message          Terri Hudak 

Jesus’s Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem: Mark 11:1-11 (NRSV)    Roberta Buddle  
1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, 
you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks 
you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’” 

4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5 some peo-
ple standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus had 
told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 
cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread 
branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, 
 “Hosanna!” 
  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
 10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 
  “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

   Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God! 

Listening for God’s Message:  “A Reflection on the Palms”          Pastor Mel 

A Reading of the Passion of Christ:  Mark 15:1-39  Lynn Hayes, Pat Tripp, and Carol Muska  

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  

Hymn of Response: Lamb of God (TFWS #2162)      Performed by CAYA  
            of Simsbury UMC 
Your only Son, no sin to hide, but You have sent Him, from Your side 
To walk upon this guilty sod and to become the Lamb of God. 

Your gift of Love they crucified, they laughed and scorned him as he died 
The humble King they named a fraud and sacrificed the Lamb of God 

Chorus: Oh Lamb of God, Sweet lamb of God. I love the Holy Lamb of God 
Oh wash me in His precious Blood 

Invitation to Offering          Pastor Sophy 

In gratitude for these gifts and for God’s presence with us, let us bring our offerings.  
Please consider making an offering online https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive 

A Choral Lord’s Prayer          Performed by CAYA  
            of Simsbury UMC 

You are invited to sing or pray, aloud or silently, whichever version of the Lord’s Prayer is closest to 
your heart. You may also follow along with the version printed below: 

Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kin-dom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive
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WE ARE SENT 

Closing Hymn:  Grace Alone (TFWS 2163)      Performed by CAYA  
            of Simsbury UMC 
Every promise we can make, every prayer and step of faith 
Every difference we will make is only by God’s grace. 

Every mountain we will climb, every ray of hope we shine 
Every blessing left behind is only by God’s grace.  

Grace alone which God supplies, strength unknown God will provide 
Christ in us, our cornerstone, we willl go forth in grace alone. 

Every soul we long to reach, every heart we hope to teach 
Everywhere we share God’s peace is only by God’s grace. 

Every loving word we say, every tear we wipe away 
Every sorrow turned to praise is only by His grace.  

Benediction           Pastor Mel    
        

Go In Peace to Love God and All of God’s Creation!  

Bulletin Cover Photograph: Palms Laid Out on the Altar. Photo shared by Pastor Sophy Gamber 

Note: Deep gratitude to our volunteers and staff members who make our worship online possible, and to our 
congregants whose continued efforts help to keep our community safe from COVID19. We lift up deep grati-
tude for the collaboration involved in making this worship service happen for the glory of God and the delight 
of Creation!  
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Email us at  office@newmilfordumc.org


	WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

