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* The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

! Means you are invited to stand or lift your hands if able and comfortable. 
         Please invite your friends to join our worship services on Facebook & share our livestream.   

                            
WE GATHER TOGETHER 

Welcome Statement             
  

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in 
the joy of song, and in the desire to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Savior Jesus Christ. Part of our mission is to 
be a place for all people. All are welcome here! Whatever 
your gender identity, age, race, religious background, eco-
nomic status, sexual orientation, or condition of ableness,  
we greet each other as beloved children of God! 

Announcements           Pastor Sophy  
   
Call to Worship           Chris and  
             Mary Prause 

 The Lord is making a new covenant with the people of God. 
 Here in this place, Christ writes the law of love on our hearts. 

 We are children of the living God.  
 Together, let us worship the Lord of Love! 
                 

Hymn of Praise: Great Is Thy Faithfulness UMH #140 

 Great is thy faithfulness, O God Creator. 
 There is no shadow of turning with thee. 
 Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not. 
 As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

 Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! 
 Great is thy faithfulness! 
 Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
 All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
 Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
 sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 
 join with all nature in manifold witness 
 to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow; 
 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

Children’s Message          Terri Hudak 

Hebrew Bible Lesson: Jeremiah 31:31-34 (NRSV)      Chuck Samson 

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Is-
rael and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when 
I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though 
I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each 
other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 
Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

Gospel Lesson: John 12:20-33 (NRSV)       Pastor Mel  

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21 They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went 
and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love 
their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves 
me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 
honor. 

27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this 
reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, 
“I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 
32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate 
the kind of death he was to die.  

   Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God! 

Listening for God’s Message:  “I Will Draw All People To Myself”         Pastor Mel 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  

Hymn of Response: The Summons TFWS #2130      Performed by CAYA  
            of Simsbury UMC 
 Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 
 Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

 Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
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 Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
 And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 Will you love the 'you' you hide if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 
 Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

 Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
 In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

Pastoral Prayer          Rev.  Deb Clifford 

If you are joining us online on Facebook during the livestream, we encourage you to type your prayer 
concerns in the comments section so that we can be in prayer with you over the week. 

Invitation to Offering          Pastor Sophy 

In gratitude for these gifts and for God’s presence with us, let us bring our offerings.  

Please consider making an offering online https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive 

Unison Offertory Prayer         Pastor Mel  

God of compassion,  
when we failed to keep your commandments and rebelled  
against that which would bring peace and joy to our lives,  

your love was so great that you offered us a new covenant –  
not written on tablets, but on our hearts. 

In our giving, and in all our offerings, may it be our lives,  
our love and devotion that we bring to your altar.  

May we remember in our giving that you loved us so much  
that the sacrifice of your Son on the cross for us was not too great a cost.  

Our gifts are meager in comparison, but let them remind us of what you gave first.  
In Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, we pray. Amen. 

A Choral Lord’s Prayer          Performed by CAYA  
            of Simsbury UMC 

You are invited to sing or pray, aloud or silently, whichever version of the Lord’s Prayer is closest to 
your heart. You may also follow along with the version printed below: 

Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kin-dom, and the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive
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WE ARE SENT 

Closing Hymn:  Lord I Lift Your Name on High UMH #159    Performed by CAYA  
            of Simsbury UMC 
Lord, I lift Your name on high 
Lord, I love to sing Your praises 
I'm so glad You're in my life 
I'm so glad You came to save us 

You came from Heaven to earth to show the way 
From the earth to the cross my debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave 
From the grave to the sky 
Lord, I lift Your name on high 

Benediction           Pastor Mel    
        

Go In Peace to Love God and All of God’s Creation!  

Bulletin Cover Photograph: Magnolia Buds offer a Sign of Spring. Photo shared by Pastor Sophy Gamber 

Note: Deep gratitude to our volunteers and staff members who make our worship online possible, and to our 
congregants whose continued efforts help to keep our community safe from COVID19. We lift up deep grati-
tude for the collaboration involved in making this worship service happen for the glory of God and the delight 
of Creation!  

68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776  |  www.newmilfordumc.org  |  860.354.4596 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Mel Kawakami | Assistant Pastor: Sophy Gamber 

Ministers: All members of the New Milford UMC 

Email us at  office@newmilfordumc.org

https://www.definitions.net/definition/Heaven
https://www.definitions.net/definition/earth
https://www.definitions.net/definition/earth
https://www.definitions.net/definition/cross
https://www.definitions.net/definition/cross
https://www.definitions.net/definition/grave
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