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with a Special Offertory Blessing for UMCOR 
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* The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

! Means you are invited to stand or lift your hands if able and comfortable. 
         Please invite your friends to join our worship services on Facebook & share our livestream.  

                               
WE GATHER TOGETHER 

Welcome               
   

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in 
the joy of song, and in the desire to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Savior Jesus Christ. Part of our mission is to 
be a place for all people. All are welcome here! Whatever 
your gender identity, age, race, religious background, eco-
nomic status, sexual orientation, or condition of ableness,  
we greet each other as beloved children of God!      

Announcements + Looking Ahead to Holy Week     Pastor Sophy 

Call to Worship         Marlene Davis   

God so loves this world, 
 this world that God created and called good.  
Out of God’s great love for us,  
 God took on flesh and blood.   

God walked among us  
 so that we might know God’s love;  
So that we might know God’s love 
 and come fully alive.   

We were made for a fully-alive kind of life, 
 a life of good works and grace, 
of solidarity and liberation, 
 of compassion and community.  

And God, who so loves this world,  
 did not indwell among us to condemn us, 
but to lead us all step by step  
 into that fully-alive kind of life.          

Hymn of Praise  Your Love, O God (UMH 120)      Corky Ballard  

 Your love, O God, is broad like beach and meadow,  
 Wide as the wind, and our eternal home.  
 You leave us free to seek you or reject you, 
 You give us room to answer “yes” or “no.” 

 Refrain: Your love, O God, is broad like beach and meadow, 
 Wide as the wind and our eternal home.  
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 We long for freedom where our truest being 
 Is given hope and courage to unfold. 
 We seek in freedom space and scope for dreaming, 
 And look for groin where trees and plants can grow. Refrain.   

 But there are walls that keeps us divided;  
 We fence each other in with hate and war. 
 Fear is the bricks and mortar of our prison, 
 Our pride of self, the prison coat we wear. Refrain.  

 O judge us, Lord, and in your judgement free us, 
 And set us free in freedom’s open space; 
 Take us as far as your compassion wanders 
 Among the children of the human race. Refrain. 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

Epistle Lesson Ephesians 2:1-10  (The Message Translation)   Robert Hoburg 

It wasn’t so long ago that you were mired in that old stagnant life of sin. You let the world, which 
doesn’t know the first thing about living, tell you how to live. You filled your lungs with polluted unbe-
lief, and then exhaled disobedience. We all did it, all of us doing what we felt like doing, when we felt 
like doing it, all of us in the same boat. It’s a wonder God didn’t lose his temper and do away with 
the whole lot of us. Instead, immense in mercy and with an incredible love, he embraced us. He took 
our sin-dead lives and made us alive in Christ. He did all this on his own, with no help from us! Then he 
picked us up and set us down in highest heaven in company with Jesus, our Messiah. 

Now God has us where he wants us, with all the time in this world and the next to shower grace and 
kindness upon us in Christ Jesus. Saving is all his idea, and all his work. All we do is trust him enough to 
let him do it. It’s God’s gift from start to finish! We don’t play the major role. If we did, we’d probably 
go around bragging that we’d done the whole thing! No, we neither make nor save ourselves. God 
does both the making and saving. He creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join him in the work he 
does, the good work he has gotten ready for us to do, work we had better be doing. 

Gospel Lesson John 3:11-21 (NRSV Translation)      Laurie Putnam  

11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not 
receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal 
life. 

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. 

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who 
do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only 
Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light and do 
not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do what is true 
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

   Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God! 
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Listening for God’s Message        “For God So Loves this World”   Pastor Sophy 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  
  
Hymn of Response I Could Sing of Your Love Forever     Performed by CAYA  
           of Simsbury UMC 
 Over the rivers and the sea, Your river runs with love for me 
 and I will open up my heart and let the Healer set me free. 
 I happy to be in the truth and I will daily lift my hands 
 for I will always sing of when Your love came down. 
 I could sing of Your love forever. 

 Everywhere I go I'm singing; 
 Every breath of air I'm breathing; 
 Everywhere I look I'll sing of when Your love came down. 
 I could sing of Your love forever. 

 Over the rivers and the sea, Your river runs with love for me 
 and I can open up my heart and let the Healer set me free. 
 I happy to be in the truth and I will daily lift my hands 
 for I will always sing of when Your love came down. 

Invitation to Offering         Pastor Sophy      

Special Offering and Blessing for UMCOR Relief Efforts 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) comes alongside those who suffer from natural 
or human-caused disasters – be it famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire or other events—to alleviate suf-
fering and to be a source of help and hope for those left most vulnerable. UMCOR provides relief, re-
sponse and long-term recovery grants when these events overwhelm a community’s ability to recov-
er on their own. UMCOR also provides technical support and training for partners to address emerg-
ing and ongoing issues related to disaster relief, recovery, and long-term health and development. 
Some of UMCOR’s areas of impact include: disaster response and recovery, migration, sustainable 
development, global health, hunger and poverty, and women’s empowerment. NMUMC are proud 
to support the work of UMCOR through our gifts of time, talent, and financial support.  

In gratitude for these gifts and for God’s presence with us, let us bring our offerings.  

Please consider making an offering online https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive 

Unison Offertory Prayer 

Gracious God, you are the source of all our gifts.  
You are the great unending wellspring from which all blessings flow.  

Bless the gifts we offer to one another and to our community and our world, 
that through them and through us Your blessings would spread  

and Your love would be made more visible to a world in need of healing care. Amen.  

A Choral Lord’s Prayer        Performed by CAYA 
           of Simsbury UMC    

You are invited to sing or pray, aloud or silently, whichever version of the Lord’s Prayer is closest to 
your heart. You may also follow along with the version printed below:  

https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive
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Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kin-dom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

WE ARE SENT 

Closing Hymn  How Great Thou Art (UMH 77)     Vicki Caldwell  

 O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 
 I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, thy power through the universe displayed.  

 Refrain: Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee: how great thou art, how great thou art!  
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee: how great thou art, how great thou art!  

 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 
 When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur and hear the brook, feel the gentle breeze 
 Refrain 

 And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
 That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, he bled and died to take away my sin 
 Refrain 

 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation, take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.  
 Then I shall bow in humble adoration, and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art!  
 Refrain 

Benediction          Pastor Sophy  

Departing Hymn:  Draw the Circle Wide       Performed by CAYA 
           of Simsbury UMC 
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide. Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.  
No one stands alone, we’ll stand side by side. We’ll draw the circle, draw the circle wide.  

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still. Let this be our song, no one stands alone.  
Standing side by side, we’ll draw the circle. We’ll draw the circle wide.  
          

Note: Deep gratitude to our volunteers and staff members who make our worship online possible, and to our 
congregants whose continued efforts help to keep our community safe from COVID19. We lift up deep grati-
tude for the collaboration involved in making this worship service happen for the glory of God and the delight 
of Creation!  
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