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* The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

! Means you are invited to stand or lift your hands if able and comfortable. 
         Please invite your friends to join our worship services on Facebook & share our livestream.  

                               
WE GATHER TOGETHER 

Welcome               
   

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in 
the joy of song, and in the desire to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Savior Jesus Christ. Part of our mission is to 
be a place for all people. All are welcome here! Whatever 
your gender identity, age, race, religious background, eco-
nomic status, sexual orientation, or condition of ableness,  
we greet each other as beloved children of God!      

Announcements + Looking Ahead to Holy Week     Pastor Sophy 

Call to Worship         The Caldwells   

 In the days of Noah, 
 God placed a rainbow in the sky 
 as the sign of a covenant of God's love for all the earth. 

 In the colors of the rainbow, 
 we see the sign of God's grace for all creation. 

 In the days of Moses, 
 the words of God were written on tablets of stone, 
 as the sign of a covenant 
 between God and all of God's people. 

 In the tablets of stone,  
 we see the sign of God's hope 
 for each to live in peace with God and neighbor. 

 In the days of the prophet, 
 God promised to place a new covenant in our hearts. 

 As members of the living Body of Christ,  
 we see the sign of God's promise among us. 

Hymn of Praise:  The Days of Elijah       Performed by CAYA 
           of Simsbury UMC   

These are the days of Elijah, declaring the Word of the Lord; 
And these are the days of Your servant, Moses, righteousness being restored; 
And these are the days of great trials, of famine and darkness and sword; 
Still we are the voice in the desert crying, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord!" 

Behold, He comes, riding on the clouds, shining like the sun at the trumpet call; 
Lift your voice, it's the year of Jubilee, and out of Zion's hill salvation comes. 
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And these are the days of Ezekiel, the dry bones becoming as flesh; 
And these are the days of Your servant, David, rebuilding a temple of praise; 
And these are the days of the harvest, the fields are as white in the world. 
And we are the laborers in Your vineyard, declaring the Word of the Lord. 

Behold, He comes, riding on the clouds, shining like the sun at the trumpet call; 
Lift your voice, it's the year of Jubilee, and out of Zion's hill salvation comes. 

Behold, He comes, riding on the clouds, shining like the sun at the trumpet call; 
Lift your voice, it's the year of Jubilee, and out of Zion's hill salvation comes. 
                          

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

Hebrew Bible Lesson: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20      Rosaura Frías  

Then God spoke all these words: 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 4You shall not make for yourself 
an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your 
God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and 
keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the 
Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, 
your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your 
days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 13You shall not murder. 14You shall 
not commit adultery. 15You shall not steal. 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17Y-
ou shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female 
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

Gospel Lesson: John 2:13-22        Pat Tripp  

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found peo-
ple selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip 
of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out 
the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the 
doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, 
“What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six 
years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After 
he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

   Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God! 

Listening for God’s Message        “Learning the Ten Commandments”  Pastor Mel 
WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  

  
Invitation to Offering         Pastor Sophy      

In gratitude for these gifts and for God’s presence with us, let us bring our offerings.  

Please consider making an offering online https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive 

https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive
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Unison Offertory Prayer 

Gracious God, you are the source of all our gifts. You are the great unending wellspring from which 
all blessings flow. Bless the gifts we offer to one another and to our community and our world, that 

through them and through us Your will shall be done here on earth as it is in heaven. Amen.  

A Choral Lord’s Prayer        Performed by CAYA 
           of Simsbury UMC    

You are invited to sing or pray, aloud or silently, whichever version of the Lord’s Prayer is closest to 
your heart. You may also follow along with the version printed below:  

Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kin-dom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION 

A Note On Communion: Communion is a time when we celebrate and share in the presence of the 
risen Christ around His Table. We share an open Table and all are invited. You need not be a member 
of this Church or any Church; you need not be baptized. You need only desire a closer encounter 
with God. John Wesley, the founder of the people called Methodists, believed that it is possible to 
have a conversion experience during Communion, and so all are welcome at the Lord's Table. 

For congregants celebrating Holy Communion at home via Facebook and YouTube, please prepare 
a small amount of food and drink to have with you, which will be blessed during the service. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR EARLY LENT 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. 
You brought all things into being and called them good. 
 From the dust of the earth you formed us into your image 
and breathed into us the breath of life. 

When we turned away, and our love failed,  
 your love remained steadfast.  
When rain fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights, 
 you bore up the ark on the waters, saved Noah and his family, 
and made covenant with every living creature on earth. 

When you led your people to Mount Sinai for forty days and forty nights,  
 you gave us your commandments and made us your covenant people.  
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When your people forsook your covenant, 
 your prophet Elijah fasted for forty days and forty nights;  
and on your holy mountain,  
 he heard your still small voice.  
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,  
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
When you gave him to save us from our sin, 
 your Spirit led him into the wilderness, 
 where he fasted forty days and forty nights to prepare for his ministry.  
When he suffered and died on a cross for our sin, you raised him to life,  
 presented him alive to the apostles during forty days,  
 and exalted him at your right hand. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
 you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death,  
 and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
Now, when we your people prepare for the yearly feast of Easter, 
 you lead us to repentance for sin and the cleansing of our hearts, 
 that during these forty days of Lent we may be gifted and graced 
 to reaffirm the covenant you made with us through Christ.  
  
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
 gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:  
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  
  Do this in remembrance of me." 

When the supper was over he took the cup, 
 gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
 poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."  

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  
 we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, 
 as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,  
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  

At this time as we prepare to bless the elements, you are invited to lift your elements or to hold your 
hands out over them as an extension of the Pastor’s hands.   

Holy God, pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
 and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
 that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.  
  
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
 one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
 until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  
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Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,  
 all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  
 Amen.  

At this time, you may offer the elements  to whomever you are with or simply to yourself,  
saying as you do so, “The Bread of Heaven, broken for you and for all,” 

and, “The Cup of Salvation, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.”  
Thanks be to God.  

WE ARE SENT 

Closing Hymn: What Wonderous Love is This UMH #292    Corky Ballard    

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul? 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, 
to God and to the Lamb who is the great I Am, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing. 

And when from death I’m free I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
and through eternity I’ll sing on. 

Benediction          Pastor Mel  

Departing Hymn:  Draw the Circle Wide       Performed by CAYA 
           of Simsbury UMC 
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide. Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.  
No one stands alone, we’ll stand side by side. We’ll draw the circle, draw the circle wide.  

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still. Let this be our song, no one stands alone.  
Standing side by side, we’ll draw the circle. We’ll draw the circle wide.  
           
Cover Image: Late Winter Sunset Over The New Solar Panels At New Milford UMC.  

Note: Deep gratitude to our volunteers and staff members who make our worship online possible, and to our 
congregants whose continued efforts help to keep our community safe from COVID19. We lift up deep grati-
tude for the collaboration involved in making this worship service happen for the glory of God and the delight 
of Creation!  
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