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* The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

! Means you are invited to stand or lift your hands if able and comfortable. 
         Please invite your friends to join our worship services on Facebook & share our livestream.  

                               
WE GATHER TOGETHER 

Welcome + Announcements            
       

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in 
the joy of song, and in the desire to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Savior Jesus Christ. Part of our mission is to 
be a place for all people. All are welcome here! Whatever 
your gender identity, age, race, religious background, eco-
nomic status, sexual orientation, or condition of ableness,  
we greet each other as beloved children of God!      

Call to Worship (written by Rev. Ted Loder)     Doris and Chuck Samson 

 Eternal One,  
  the Silence 
   from whom all our words come;  
  the Questioner 
   from whom our questions arise;  
  the Friend 
   to whom all our friendships point;  
  the Disturber 
   in whom we find our conviction;  
  the Comforter 
   in whom we know deep peace;  
  the Mystery 
   in whose depths we find healing 
   and we find our truest selves;  
  the Love 
   that suprasses all our understanding;  
  enfold us now in your presence. 
  Restore us to your peace; 
  Renew us through your power; 
  and ground us in your grace.  
       Amen. 

Hymn of Praise:  Open the Eyes of My Heart     Performed by CAYA 
           of Simsbury UMC   

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord;  Open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see You, I want to see You; 

To see You high and lifted up, shining in the light of Your glory; 
pour out Your power and love, as we sing holy, holy, holy. 
             
Holy, holy, holy; Holy, holy, holy; 
Holy, holy, holy; I want to see You. 
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

Hebrew Bible Lesson: Psalm 22:23-31 (Inclusive Language Bible translation)      
  
 “You who worship God, give praise!  
 Daughters of Leah, daughters of Rachael, glorify God!  
 Sons of Jacob, fall down and worship!  
 For God has not despised— not disdained— 
 the suffering of those in pain!  
 God didn’t hide, but answered them 
 when they called for help!”  

 You are the theme of my praise in the Great Assembly,  
 and I will fulfill my vows in the presence of your worshippers.  
  
 Those who are poor will eat and be satisfied, 
 those who seek you will give you praise— long life to their hearts!  

 The whole earth, from one end to the other,  
 will remember and come back to you, 
 all the families of the nations will bow down to you. 
 For yours is the kingdom, you Ruler of nations!  
  
 Those who had feasted and devoured the poor— 
 now they’ll bow down; 
 the most wealthy and affluent in the land 
 will kneel before you.  
 They all go down to dust  
 and none can keep themselves alive.  
  
 But my children will be faithful to you, God,  
 and they will be told about God  
 for generations to come.  
 They will come and proclaim your justice  
 to a people yet unborn:  
 “God has done all this!”  

Gospel Lesson: Mark 8:31-37 (NRSV)       Rosaura Frías 

31 Jesus began telling his disciples what would happen to him. He said, “The nation’s leaders, the 
chief priests, and the teachers of the Law of Moses will make the Son of Man suffer terribly. He will be 
rejected and killed, but three days later he will rise to life.” 32 Then Jesus explained clearly what he 
meant. Peter took Jesus aside and told him to stop talking like that. 33 But when Jesus turned and 
saw the disciples, he corrected Peter. He said to him, “Satan, get away from me! You are thinking like 
everyone else and not like God.” 

34 Jesus then told the crowd and the disciples to come closer, and he said: 
“If any of you want to be my followers, you must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross 
and follow me. 35 If you want to save your life, you will destroy it. But if you give up your life for me 
and for the good news, you will save it. 36 What will you gain, if you own the whole world but destroy 
yourself? 37 What could you give to get back your soul?” 

   Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God! 

Listening for God’s Message          “Predictions and Promises”  Pastor Sophy 
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Pastoral Prayer         Deacon Deb Clifford 
If you are joining us online on Facebook during the livestream, we encourage you to type your prayer 

concerns in the comments section so that we can be in prayer with you over the week.  

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  

Hymn of Response:  The Potter’s Hands      Performed by Corky 
           Ballard + Chris Martiano   
Beautiful Lord, Wonderful savior 
I know for sure all of my days are held in your hands, 
crafted into your perfect plans. 

You gently called me into your presence 
Guiding me by Your Holy Spirit,  
Teach me dear Lord to live all of my life 
Through your eyes.  

I'm captured by your holy calling. Set me apart.  
I know you're drawing me to yourself. 
Lead me, Lord, I pray. 

Teach me, mold me, use me, fill me.  
I give my life into the potter’s hands.  
Call me, guide me, lead me, walk beside me. 
I give my life into the potter’s hands.  

Invitation to Offering         Pastor Mel      

In gratitude for these gifts and for God’s presence with us, let us bring our offerings.  

Please consider making an offering online https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive 

Unison Offertory Prayer (written by Rev. Ted Loder)    Jerry Jones  

O God,  
bless these gifts that we bring to one another and dedicate to you.  

O God, who out of nothing brought forth everything that is,  
we ask that out of what we are, you bring forth more  

of what we dream but haven’t dared.  

Direct our power and our passion to cultivating life where there is death,  
to putting flesh of action on bare-bones intentions,  
to lighting fires against the midnight of indifference,  

to throwing bridges of care across canyons of loneliness.  

Bless these gifts that we bring, that through them your will may be done  
and your love may be shown.  

Amen.  
A Choral Lord’s Prayer        Performed by CAYA 
           of Simsbury UMC    

You are invited to sing or pray, aloud or silently, whichever version of the Lord’s Prayer is closest to 
your heart. You may also follow along with the version printed below:  

https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive
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Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kin-dom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

WE ARE SENT 

Closing Hymn: Standing on the Promises of God, UMH 374      

Standing on the promises of Christ my King, 
Through eternal ages let God’s praises ring, 
Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 
Standing on the promises of God. 

Refrain: Standing, standing, 
Standing on the promises of God my Savior; 
Standing, standing, 
I'm standing on the promises of God. 

Standing on the promises that cannot fail, 
When the howling storms of doubt and fear assail, 
By the living Word of God I shall prevail, 
Standing on the promises of God. Refrain  

Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, 
Bound to God eternally by love's strong cord, 
Overcoming trials with God’s loving Word, 
Standing on the promises of God. Refrain    

Benediction          Pastor Sophy 

Departing Hymn:  Draw the Circle Wide       Performed by CAYA 
           of Simsbury UMC 
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.  
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.  
No one stands alone, we’ll stand side by side.  
We’ll draw the circle, draw the circle wide.  

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still, 
Let this be our song, no one stands alone.  
Standing side by side, we’ll draw the circle, 
We’ll draw the circle wide.  
           
Cover Image: Detail from the Stained Glass Window in the NMUMC Sanctuary 

Note: Deep gratitude to our volunteers and staff members who make our worship online possible, and to our 
congregants whose continued efforts help to keep our community safe from COVID19. We lift up deep grati-
tude for the collaboration involved in making this worship service happen for the glory of God and the delight 
of Creation!  
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