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* The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 
! Means you are invited to stand or lift your hands if able and comfortable. 

         Please invite your friends to join our worship services on Facebook & share our livestream.  
                                                                         

WE GATHER TOGETHER 

Welcome + Announcements + Opening Prayer    Pastor Sophy + Patty Jacobsen  

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in 
the joy of song, and in the desire to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Savior Jesus Christ. Part of our mission is to 
be a place for all people. All are welcome here! Whatever 
your gender identity, age, race, religious background, eco-
nomic status, sexual orientation, or condition of ableness,  
we greet each other as beloved children of God!      

Call to Worship         Steve Kolitz + Valorie Kolitz  
  
 One: For people in darkness, 
  All: Christ is a light. 
 One: For people in despair, 
  All: Christ is a hope. 
 One: For people grieving, 
  All: Christ is a comfort. 
 One: For people burdened, 
  All: Christ is a friend to share the load. 
 One: For people anxious, 
  All: Christ is calm assurance. 
 One: For all people gathered here, 
  All: Christ is for you. 
 One: For everyone gathered here, 
  All: Hear the call to follow Christ and be Christ to others. 
 One: For all in this place, 
  All: Let your praise arise. 

Hymn of Praise: TFWS #2031 “We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise”     Mark Ballard  

 We bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the Lord! 
 We bring the sacrifice of praise Into the house of the Lord!  
 And we offer up to You the sacrifices of thanksgiving.  
 And we offer up to You the sacrifices of joy.  
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

Hebrew Bible Lesson: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (NRVS)       Kay Jones  

1 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in   
those days; visions were not widespread. 

2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in 
his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the 
Lord, where the ark of God was.  

4 Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I 
am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down.  

6 The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the 
Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.  

8 The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, 
“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place. 

10 Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

Gospel Lesson: John 1:43-51 (NRSV)       Pastor Mel  

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now 
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 
from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to 
him, “Come and see.”  

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I 
saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw 
you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of Man.” 

   Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God! 

Listening for God’s Message         “Can Anything Good Come From…”  Pastor Mel 

Pastoral Prayer          Pastor Mel 

If you are joining us online on Facebook during the livestream, we encourage you to type your prayer 
concerns in the comments section so that we can be in prayer with you over the week.  
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WE RESPOND TO THE WORD  

Hymn of Response: UMH#593 “Here I Am, Lord” (vs. 1+2)    Mark Ballard 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.  
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save!  

Refrain: 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.  
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart 

I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright!  
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? Refrain 

Invitation to Offering          Pastor Sophy 

In gratitude for these gifts and for God’s presence with us, let us bring our offerings.  

Please consider making an offering online https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive 

Unison Offertory Prayer (attributed to Mother Teresa of Kolkata, 1910-1997)  

Here I am, Lord -- body, heart and soul.  
Grant that with your love, I may be big enough to reach the world,  

and small enough to be at one with you. Amen.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving         Pastor Mel 

A Communal Recitation of the Lord’s Prayer      Pastor Mel  

You are invited to pray aloud or silently whichever version  
of the Lord’s Prayer is close to your heart,  

or to follow along with the version printed below.  

Our Father/Mother/Creator,  
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
Do not let us fall into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kin-dom, and the power,  

and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

https://genius.com/Dan-schutte-here-i-am-lord-lyrics#note-13556676
https://bit.ly/NMUMCGive
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WE ARE SENT 

Closing Hymn: UMH#344 “Lord You Have Come to the Lakeshore” (vs 1+2)  Mark Ballard 

Lord, you have come to the lakeshore, looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones; 
You only asked me to follow humbly.  

Refrain: O Lord, with your eyes you have search me, and while smiling have spoken my name;  
now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind; by your side I will seek other seas.   

You know so well my possession; my boat carries no gold and no weapons, 
You will find me there, my nets and labor. Refrain.  

Benediction           Pastor Mel  

    

  

Bulletin Cover Photograph: “A Walk in the Woods Meditation on Psalm 61:2: when my heart is overwhelmed, 
take me to the Rock that is higher than I.” Photo shared by Pastor Sophy Gamber 

Note: Deep gratitude to our volunteers and staff members who make our worship online possible, and to our 
congregants whose continued efforts help to keep our community safe from COVID19. We lift up deep grati-
tude for the collaboration involved in making this worship service happen for the glory of God and the delight 
of Creation!  

68 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776  |  www.newmilfordumc.org  |  860.354.4596 
Senior Pastor: Rev. Mel Kawakami | Assistant Pastor: Sophy Gamber 

Ministers: All members of the New Milford UMC 

Email us at  office@newmilfordumc.org


	WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

