
*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary 
You’re encouraged to check-in at New Milford UMC on Facebook & share our livestream. 

 

WE GATHER TOGETHER 
 

Prelude                                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter 
 

Centering Words: 
When grief holds sway and you feel lost and abandoned . . . join Mary and the women in the 
garden, as they cast aside their funeral spices to rejoice in awe and wonder. Fear is healed by hope 
this day. Death is swallowed up in victory. 

 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                        
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
The crucified one is risen in glory. 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is the Lord’s doing. 
It is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

*Opening Prayer 
God of mystery and might, when we dread the dawn of grief and pain, surprise us with the 
light of your wondrous love. 
We come to the tomb expecting death, but find life instead. 
As we behold the glory of our salvation, take us back to that moment of faith when fear was 
healed by hope and death was swallowed up by life. 
In the holy awe of Easter morning, may our hearts rest in silent gratitude before they shout 
that Christ is alive and has called us by name. 

 

*Opening Hymn                                  Christ The Lord Has Risen today (v 1-4)                                UMH#302 
  

*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed  
WE HEAR THE WORD 

 

*Gospel Reading                                     John 1-18 
The Word Became Flesh 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life,[a] and the life was the 
light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.[b] 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to what was his own,[c] and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son,[d] full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he 
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.’”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is 
God the only Son,[e] who is close to the Father’s heart,[f] who has made him known. 

 

Reflecting on God’s Message   “For the Next Few Moments Let Us BECOME Mary.”                      Pastor Ed 

COMMUNION 
 
The Lord be with you..  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the 
breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, Your love remained steadfast.  
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us 
through your prophets.  
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him To preach good 
news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when you would 
save your people.  
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. By the baptism of his suffering, death, 
and resurrection you gave birth to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and 
made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. When the Lord Jesus ascended, he 
promised to be with us always, in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.  



On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this 
is remembrance of me."  
When the supper was over, he took the cup, Gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and 
said: “Drink from this, all of you; This is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."  
 

And so, In remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise 
and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith.  
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.  
 

BLESS THE ELEMENTS 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them 
be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly 
banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and 
glory is yours, almighty Father,  
L: Now and forever.  
Amen.  
THE LORD'S PRAYER  
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:  
 

BREAKING THE BREAD 
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. The 
bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. The cup over which we give thanks is a 
sharing in the blood of Christ.  
At the direction of the ushers please come forward to receive this meal.  

 

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery  
In which you have given yourself to us.  
Grant that we may go into the world  
In the strength of your Spirit, To give ourselves for others, In the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, Amen.  
 

*Sending Hymn                                             The Day of Resurrection UMH#303 

Benediction 

Postlude   Harlan Otter 
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*Resurrection of Christ, from Art in the Christian Tradition 

Easter Sunday | 4.17.2022 | 6:00 am 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 


