
*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary 
You’re encouraged to check-in at New Milford UMC on Facebook & share our livestream. 

WE GATHER TOGETHER 
 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                Harlan Otter 
 
Words to Ponder:  

The lost are found.  
The dead return to life.  
This is the Lord’s doing; it is wondrous in our sight.  
 

Welcome and Announcements      
 
Missions Moment                                        “Hands and Feet”                                                    Steve Kolitz 
 
Introit                                                                   "Echo Carol"                                                             Bell Choir 

by Martha Lynn Thompson 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                       Amanda Thomas 
Like a loving Father, God offers us freedom to choose our own path.  
In God’s freedom, we are a new creation.  
Like a merciful Mother, God offers us compassion when we lose our way.  
In God’s mercy, we are a new creation.  
Like a forgiving Parent, God welcomes us home with open arms.  
In God’s embrace, we are a new creation.  
Come! Let us worship the one who makes all things new.  

 
*Opening Prayer 

Merciful God, you seek the lost sheep of your pasture; you call out to all who have strayed. As 
the father welcomed the prodigal son home, receive us back into your loving arms. Your 
steadfast love, O God, knows no bounds. Your loving embrace is always there for us. Be with us 
in our time of worship, that we may feel your presence and know that you are our true home. 
Amen.  

 
*Hymn of Praise                    “This is the Day of New Beginnings” (v1-2&5)                       UMH#383 
  
*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                       Pastor Ed 
 
Children’s Message                                                                                                                               Pastor Ed 

 
Baptism of Benjamin Thomas Gernux                                                                                        Pastor Ed 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD 
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                     Amanda Thomas 

In your love, O God, we are never lost. In your care, O Christ, we are ever found. Help us feel 
this truth in our very bones, for we are often far from home, unsure of how to return. Teach 
our shut-up hearts to embrace your hope. Teach our shriveled souls to cry out to you. For we 
long to taste the glory of your heavenly banquet, and we yearn to be held in your arms as 
beloved children. Amen.  

Words of Assurance                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed  
  
Hymn of Response                      “Lord Prepare Me to be a Sanctuary”(x2)                      TFWS#2164 
          
Scripture Reading                                     2 Corinthians 5:16-21                                    Amanda Thomas 
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;[a] even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view,[b] we know him no longer in that way. 17 So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given 
us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself,[c] not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through 
us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be 
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

 *Gospel Reading                                           Mark 11:15-18                                             Amanda Thomas 
Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
15 Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who 
were selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the 
money changers and the seats of those who sold doves; 16 and he would not allow anyone to 
carry anything through the temple. 17 He was teaching and saying, “Is it not written, 
‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? 
    But you have made it a den of robbers.” 
18 And when the chief priests and the scribes heard it, they kept looking for a way to kill him; 
for they were afraid of him, because the whole crowd was spellbound by his teaching. 
  

Reflecting on God’s Message                             “Bull”                                                                    Pastor Ed 



Prayers of the People                                                                                               Pastor Ed       

Invitation of the Offering                                                                                 Pastor Ed  
  
Offertory anthem                                     “The Cross Was His Own”                                     Singing Choir 

by Tom Fettke 

Offering Prayer                                        Pastor Ed  
God of overflowing abundance, you bless the earth and it brings forth food. We, who have 
been given so much, rejoice in our ability to aid those who are in need. As we present our 
offerings this day, bless these gifts, the bounty of this good land, that they may reach those 
who need it most. May we, who call ourselves Christ’s disciples, continue to give freely of our 
worldly riches, just as Christ gave freely of his heavenly riches. Amen. 
 

*Doxology           “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  UMH # 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen 
 

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD 

*Sending Hymn          “Great is Thy Faithfulness” UMH#140 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Benediction 

Postlude   Harlan Otter 
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*Xačʿatur. Baptism of Christ, from Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent | 3.27.2022 | 9:30 am 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, 

sexual orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 


