
*The order of service is subject to change at the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Italicized Bold print invites congregational response in unison. 

*Means you are invited to stand if able and comfortable. 
Large print hymnals, large print bulletins, service script, pew cushions,  

and Listening Assistance Devices are available at the entry of the Sanctuary 
You’re encouraged to check-in at New Milford UMC on Facebook & share our livestream. 
 

WE GATHER TOGETHER 
 
Prelude                                                                                                                                                                  Harlan Otter 
 
Words to Ponder: 

God has known us, loved us, and been with us since before we were knit together in our mothers’ 
wombs. 
Let us sink into the arms of Love this day, and trust the hand that holds you, for we have abided in this 
love long before we first drew breath.  

 
Welcome and Announcements      
 
Introit                                                                "This Little Light of Mine"                                                      Singing Choir                                                                                                                    

African-American Spiritual 
*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                                  Chris Prause   

Offer God your worship and your praise.  
Before God formed us in our mothers’ wombs, God knew and loved us.  
Offer Christ your love and your devotion.  
Before we drew our first breath, Christ consecrated us as his own.  
Offer the Spirit your gratitude and your thanksgiving.  
Before we heard the call to heal the world, the Spirit sustained our every heartbeat.  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
We will offer God our worship and our praise.  

 
*Opening Prayer 

Wrap us in the arms of your love, Holy One, for we need to feel your healing touch. 
As we gather to worship you this day, humble our hearts, teach us patience, and touch us with kindness. 
Open our eyes, that we may see ourselves as you see us. 
Open our hearts to your Spirit of gentleness, that our words may be true and our love may be pure. Bind 
us in a love that does not fail or fade, that we may bear all things, believe all things, and hopes all things 
in your love, which never ends. Amen.  

  
*Hymn of Praise          “God of Love and God of Power”                                                               #578 
 
*Passing of the Peace Of Christ                                                                                                                             Pastor Ed 
 
Children’s Message                                                                                                                                                  Pastor Ed 

 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Source of truth and love, we yearn for certainty in an uncertain world. Grant us the courage to proclaim 
the words you place in our mouths. Remind us that your love alone softens the heart and mind, allowing 
us to receive your mysterious ways. When we fear that others will not see things our way, remind us 
that we all see in a mirror dimly. Silence the clanging cymbals that distract us, and harken us to your 
voice once more, that we may abide in your love. Amen.  

 
Words of Assurance                                                                                       Pastor Ed 
 
Hymn of Response                                                  The Gift of Love                                                                            #408 
 
Scripture Reading                                                   Jeremiah 1:4-10                                                              Chris Prause 

Jeremiah’s Call and Commission 
4 Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
and before you were born I consecrated you; 
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 7 But the LORD said 
to me, 
“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; 
for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 
and you shall speak whatever I command you. 
8 Do not be afraid of them, 
for I am with you to deliver you, 
says the LORD.” 
9 Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, 
“Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to pull down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant.” 

(Musical Interlude) 
 
*Gospel Reading         1 Corinthians 13:1-13                                                        Chris Prause 

The Gift of Love 
13 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all my 
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast,[a] but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the 
truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 



knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10 but when 
the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought 
like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now we 
see in a mirror, dimly,[b] but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know 
fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the 
greatest of these is love. 
 

Reflecting on God’s Message                               “Love Trumps All”                                     Pastor Ed 

Prayers of the People 

Offertory anthem                                                 "As We Gather”                                                             Singing Choir 

by Mike Faye and Tom Coomes 
Invitation of the Offering                                            musical selection by Harlan Otter 
 
*Doxology          “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                         UMH # 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly Host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen 
Offering Prayer                                                                                                                                                         Pastor Ed 

Source of every blessing, you are our refuge and our strength. 
Even before we were born, you knew us completely. 
You have watched over us all the days of our lives. 
 Receive these offerings and the gratitude of thankful hearts. 
Grow the ministries of your church, that we may bring your message of love to a world deafened by 
clanging cymbals and noisy gongs. Amen. 

 
WE RESPOND TO THE WORD 

 
*Sending Hymn        ”Here I am Lord“                                                                           #593 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Benediction 

Postlude                                                                                  Harlan Otter   
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*Love Lets Go of Power, from Art in the Christian Tradition 

4th Sunday after epiphany | 1.30.2022 | 9:30am 
 

You are invited to worship with us in the quiet of prayer, in the joy of song, 
and in the desire to grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Part of our mission is to be a place for all people. All are welcome here! 
Whatever your gender identity, age, race, religious background, economic status, sexual 

orientation or condition of ableness, we greet you as a beloved child of God. 


