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 TEJON TROUT LAKES 

 

Among the many road stops along the 

old Ridge Route Road, and perhaps the most 

unique, was a trout farm called “Crystal Falls 

Trout Farm”. It was built to the south of the 

grounds of old Fort Tejon in the 1920’s by Leonard 

McLarty, the founder of the businesses in the 

Grapevine community #3.  Initially the trout farm 

was intended as an exclusive hatchery and 

fishing club. But it soon became a very popular 

rest stop where travelers could catch trout, have 

it cleaned and served as a meal.  

 
The 1920’s trout farm clubhouse where picnics & parties were held 

 

 When the three-lane Highway 99 was 

constructed, another Grapevine community 

developed up on the hillside along the new 

road. Mr. McLarty sold his business in the old 

community and the trout farm fell into disrepair, 

until Martin Yaeck rebuilt the facility in 1943. 

Martin constructed a unique sign to entice 

anglers traveling by to stop. It was a large three-

dimensional rainbow trout arching high into the 

air, suggesting all stop at the “Rainbow Trout 

Farm”.  * 
 

 The location was often referred to as the 

“Tejon Trout Lakes” and known as an “angler’s 

paradise”. The trout farm, where you could fish 

day and night, had picnic grounds and fire pits 

to cook the fish you caught and a clubroom for 

private parties. There were usually employees on 

hand to clean your fish for you.  

 There were three or four concrete ponds, 

each stocked with a different variety of fish. A 

large 100’ x 75’ pond to the back of the property 

served as a hatchery. The ponds were fed by the 

fast flowing cold mountain water of Grapevine 

Creek that ran through them.   

  
                   Shown at right is Martin Yaeck’s son, Mike.  

 Because of Martin’s health, the Yaeck 

family left in 1951; the next owners of the Tejon 

Trout Lakes were Robert “Bud” and Beatrice 

Parker. The last owners were Carl, Myrtle & Bill 

Hampton. A postcard from the 60’s indicates 

that the location was the “coolest” (meaning 

temperature) on the Ridge Route because of all 

the trees and the creek that flowed through 

there. 

 The trout farm was permanently closed 

with the building of Interstate 5 and a Chevron 

service station that was constructed in front of 

the site. This gave many the opportunity to 

wander through the woods behind the station 

and remember the trout farm they once visited. 

The Chevron station is gone now, too; just a 

concrete slab remains at the southbound Fort 

Tejon exit.  



 More information on this place from the 

past can be found in the museum archives, or in 

Bonnie Kane’s forthcoming book A VIEW FROM 

THE RIDGE ROUTE: The Communities”  hopefully 

due out next year.  

 *Martin’s son, Gary Yaeck, has requested 

that we appeal to those of you who might have 

taken a photo of the Rainbow Trout Farm sign to 

send a copy to the museum so that it will be 

preserved in the history of this location. So please 

check those old albums, and while you are at it, 

we would love copies of any old photos from the 

1900’s to add to our history files. As we all know, 

a picture tells a 1000 words. 
 

2018 VISITORS 
 We had 1,232 visitors to the museum in 

2018, significantly down from past years, but we 

would normally have had several hundred at the 

Yard Sale, which was unfortunately cancelled. A 

good number of our visitors were from the local 

mountain community.  

 In California, we had many from 

Bakersfield and the Los Angeles area, but also 

from Ojai, Sonora, San Jose, Santa Cruz, Grass 

Valley, Santa Barbara, Ventura, Redding, Clovis, 

Borrego Springs, Anza, Big Sur, San Diego, 

Oceanside, Santa Maria and Modesto.  

 People came to see us from all over the 

U.S., such as Waukesha, WI, North Carolina, 

Houston, El Paso and San Antonio, TX, Portland, 

ME, Wolcott, IN, Westmont, IL, Newport, VA 

(some Cuddy family members), Nashville, TN, 

Yuma, AZ, Newton and Easthampton, MA, Bend, 

OR and Pittsburgh, PA.  

 Internationally we had people from 

Puerto Vallarta, MX, Saskatoon, Canada, 

Amsterdam, Netherlands, Hamburg and 

Frankfurt, Germany, and our devoted Michael 

Jackson fans from Milan, Italy and Germany. We 

had many enthused and kind comments from all 

of you that came to enjoy our museum first hand.  

LOOKING FOR . . .  
 We need to add a roof over our back 

porch, as items often get placed out there to 

make room for events in the building. These 

things get ruined when it rains, like now, or it’s 

very hot and they bake. Please call if you can 

help with this project. 

 Our ink cartridge supply is dwindling, so 

bring in your empties to recycle, as they give us 

a nice break on our purchases at Office Depot. 

“THE BACK WAY BY BONNIE K” 
  

 Long ago, I used to write a column with 

this title for the Mountain Enterprise weekly paper 

about my travels in the local outback. Here at 

the museum we often share with visitors all the 

various great back roads we have to explore in 

our mountain area. Every direction is an 

adventure to explore full of beauty and history. 

 Recently my husband and I drove to the 

west out through Lockwood Valley, into Ventura 

County, and onto what used to be called 

Wagon Road #2. Before reaching Highway 33, 

you pass the amazing remains of the Reyes 

family adobe hacienda (shown below). It dates 

back to the mid-1800’s. One of the Reyes’ sons 

became the first Forest Service Ranger for our 

area – the first Hispanic to serve in that capacity 

in the country.   

 

 As you drive north on Hwy 33, you follow 

the Cuyama River bed through some rugged 

country with very colorful fields of alfalfa (shown 

below), grapes and pistachios adding to the 

scenery.     

  



 One of the first buildings seen along the 

drive is the old Half-Way Station, no longer open, 

as well as this building across the road (below). 

 Next is the old settlement of Ventucopa 

in Santa Barbara County (population 92), where 

there is a USFS Station, headquarters of the 

Cuyama District from 1933 to 1960. One of the 

few businesses there is “The Place”, a delightful 

stop for lunch and conversation with the present 

owners, Alick & Vicki Duncan, who have been 

there since about 2006. The popular tavern 

opened in 1932 on property once owned by the 

Snedden family. The Duncans serve a varied 

clientele of tourists and local folks, many of 

whom work at the many farms and the gypsum 

mine in nearby Quatal Canyon. A more recent 

store down the road sells a great variety of nuts 

grown on the nearby pistachio farms for a treat 

on the drive.  

  

   

 Continuing north on Highway 33, the 

road takes you into San Luis Obispo County to 

Highway 166. Turn right and in a short distance, 

you are back into Kern County. Turn right onto 

Hudson Ranch Road and head southeast to Pine 

Mountain Club – a great circle-drive outing. 

 

PATIO PLANS. . .  
 Among the year-end gifts we received 

this past year was a very generous donation from 

the Alfred Harrell Foundation in Bakersfield. With 

these monetary gifts, and some from our savings 

account, we have decided to finish our event 

patio with pavers to make it ready for school visits 

and summer evening programs. Thanks to all 

who have helped us achieve this long awaited 

goal. 

 Our next really, big goal is to expand our 

little building by adding an exhibit hall on the 

north side. Help appreciated. . .  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Sat. March 2 at 10:00, 

Bonnie Kane will again 

reprise her Pine Needle 

Basket Weaving Class at 

the museum. $15 cost 

includes handout & 

materials. Call to sign up. 

  

Sat. March 16 Lynn 

Stafford will speak and offer 

numerous slides on Birds of 

Prey at the museum. Free 

admission, donations 

encouraged. Call for time. 



Sat. March 30 Bonnie Kane 

will lead the ever-popular 

Tour of the Ridge Route. 

Sign up required for start 

time and place. Cost of $15 

includes handout. 

 

 Looking forward into June,                             

on Wed. the 5th   we will be 

having another Museum 

Tea with, SURPRISE! - a 

Hobo theme; there will be 

a Prize for the most 

creative costume. Sign-ups will begin in April. 

 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES  

THAT SUPPORT US!!!  

 



 

 

 

********************************************************** 

DON'T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR DUES! 
Ridge Route Communities Museum & Historical Society 

PO Box 684, Frazier Park, CA  93225 
New Member Renewal 

_____  _____   General Membership (includes spouse & family)  $25.00 

_____  _____   Senior Membership       $15.00 

_____  _____   Business Membership      $50.00 

_____  _____   Lifetime Membership     $300.00 

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address __________________________________________ Telephone(s): _________________________________ 

I would like to receive my newsletter by:    _____ Email  _____US Mail 

_____Gift Membership for: Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____Memorial Gift given in the name of ________________________________________________________________ 

Address where acknowledgment can be sent____________________________________________________________ 

Donation:   $____________ (to help with our monthly expenses) 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

 

  



  MANY THANKS TO 

   FOR THE PRINTING OF OUR NEWSLETTER!!! 
********************************************************************************************************* 

LOCAL SNOW – in Lebec in the 1920’s (from Daniel Nauman’s Facebook posting)  

                                           and in the museum driveway in 2018 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Museum Location:   3515 Park Drive, Frazier Park, CA   

Museum Hours:        Fri. Sat. & Sun. Noon-4:00;  Summer Noon-5 

Museum Phone:       661-245-7747 

Museum Website:    www.ridgeroutemuseum.org 

Museum Email:        rrchs@frazmtn.com 

 

 

 

RIDGE ROUTE COMMUNITIES MUSEUM & HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

P.O.BOX 684  

FRAZIER PARK, CA 93225  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR  

LABEL FOR MEMBERSHIP  

RENEWAL DATE! 

 

http://www.ridgeroutemuseum.org/

