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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Purpose
This Urban Design Brief has been prepared by John G. Williams Limited, 
Architect on behalf of Countrygreen Homes for the subject lands in 
order to address the requirements of the Park Place Village (Phase 2) 
25T-201003(R) Conditions of Draft Plan Approval (Conditions 29, 20, 31 
and 32) to ensure that the proposed development achieves and maintains 
a high level of urban design and built form quality.  

This purpose of this document is to: 

 ◦ Address the requirement for a neighbourhood gateway feature 
at the intersection of Centre Road and North Waterdown Drive.

 ◦ Demonstrate compliance with the urban design policies of the 
Waterdown North Secondary Plan and the Waterdown North 
Urban Design Guidelines, including text, plans, details and/
or elevation to demonstrate how the intent of the Waterdown 
North Secondary Plan and the Waterdown North Urban Design 
Guidelines has been met. 

 ◦ Demonstrate how the design of buildings on Priority Lots 
(i.e. adjacent to major roads such as Centre Road and North 
Waterdown Drive, corner lots, adjacent to parks) have been 
adequately addressed.

 ◦ Establish requirements for the architectural control process to 
ensure the appropriate development of each lot with respect 
to siting, built form, materials, colours and landscaping in 
compliance with the applicable design guidelines.  This will 
require the review and certifi cation of building plans by a control 
architect who is independant of the design architect.  

Since the Waterdown North Urban Design Guidelines provide comprehensive 
design objectives and criteria to guide the design of the public and private 
realm for the overall community, this Urban Design Brief will focus only on 
design elements unique to the Park Place Village (Phase 2) Subdivision in 
order to avoid any duplication. 

Images and diagrams contained in this document are conceptual in nature 
and are provided to demonstrate the intended guideline or design principle.  
They should not be construed literally as the fi nal product or as the only 
manner in which the intended guideline or design principle should be 
implemented.   
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1.2 Site Location and Community Context
The subject lands, known as Park Place Village (Phase 2), occupies an 
area of 13.74 hectares (33.95 acres) north of Nisbet Boulevard and west 
of Centre Road within the north-east portion of the Waterdown North 
Secondary Plan Area within the City of Hamilton. A community gateway will 
occur at  the intersection of North Waterdown Drive and Centre Road. 

The site is vacant and was formerly used for agricultural purposes. Site 
topography contains gentle slopes and there are no adverse site grade 
conditions anticipated.  There is no signifi cant vegetation or existing 
buildings/structures on site that require protection. Realignment of a 
tributary to Borer’s Creek will occur along the northern portion of the site.    

Location of Park Place Village (Phase 2) within the Waterdown North Community

SUBJECT  LANDS 

WATERDOWN  NORTH    COMMUNITY

Within the Waterdown North community, to the south and west of the 
subject lands, several other residential and institutional developments 
have been substantially completed.  To the east of the site is a residential 
neighbourhood.  To the north of the site are additional lands owned by 
the applicant that lie outside of the urban boundary.  Refer to site context 
images on the following page.

The plan of subdivison for the subject lands, together with the contemplated 
built form, is consistent with and compatible to the established development 
pattern occurring in the local area.

Parkside  Drive 

Nisbet   Boulevard 
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View of the Northeast Corner of Parkside Dr. 
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1.3 Design Vision
Park Place Village (Phase 2) has been designed as an integral part of 
the Waterdown North Community to promote liveability for its residents 
by laying the groundwork for a safe, walkable neighbourhood that 
complements the established and emerging character of the area.  The 
subject lands will be developed in a manner that promotes the creation 
of a positive neighbourhood and refl ects the ‘Community Vision’ and the 
‘Design Objectives’ set out in sections 1.2 and 1.3 of the Waterdown North 
Urban Design Guidelines.  

The design vision for the subject lands is to create a high quality 
neighbourhood providing a variety of low and medium density housing 
options to support a range of lifestyles (including single detached dwellings, 
street townhomes, back-to-back townhomes and dual frontage townhomes, 
with potential for stacked townhomes and lane-based townhomes), a mixed 
use block at the eastern gateway to the community (intersection of Centre 
Road and North Waterdown Drive), a stormwater management facility and 
open space uses related to the realignment of a tributary to Borer’s Creek. 

New built form will incorporate an attractive mix of heritage-inspired and 
contemporary architectural infl uences, complementary to the design of the 
public realm components of the neighbourhood. Open space features will 
be incorporated into the community fabric, creating a strong open space 
character north of North Waterdown Drive. 

The following design objectives will contribute to the design vision for the 
subject lands:

• Provide a high quality public realm and built form by recognizing the 
importance of creating well-planned neighbourhoods that integrates 
into the urban fabric of the community. 

• Create a safe, attractive and compact pedestrian-scaled 
neighbourhood through public and private realm design initiatives 
that encourages community interaction and fosters a sense of place.

• Create a gateway feature at Centre Road and North Waterdown Drive 
that will provide a discernable entry to the community.

• Provide visibility to open space features north of North Waterdown 
Drive. 

• Establish an interconnected hierarchy of roads and pedestrian 
linkages that facilitate access and entry to the neighbourhood, 
movement within the neighbourhood, connections to focal areas and 
visual connections to natural features.

• Provide variety and choice of residential building types and sizes 
to respond to a broad demographic and a wide set of homeowner 
needs. 

• Promote high quality buildings that minimize the visual impact of 
garages and parking areas. 

• Promote architectural variety and innovation through fl exible and 
adaptable guidelines.

• Ensure context sensitive buildings are designed to respond to their 
location in the community and to adjoining uses. 

• Ensure that buildings on focal or priority lots are given special design 
consideration.

• To incorporate principles of CPTED (Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design) that provide a safe, pedestrian-friendly 
environment.
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1.4 Planning Context
Although the underlying structuring elements of the Park Place Village 
(Phase 2) Development Plan are similar to the Waterdown North Secondary 
Plan - Community Structure Plan, certain features have been modifi ed 
including: 

• Minor revisions to North Waterdown Drive and local road patterns, 
while maintaining a grid layout. 

• Reconfi guration of the Mixed Use and Medium Density Areas.
• Relocating the Stormwater Management Pond and addition of the 

creek realignment.

These modifi ed design elements respect the ‘Community Vision’ criteria and 
‘Design Objections’ in sections 1.2 and 1.3 of the Waterdown North Urban 
Design Guidelines by ensuring pedestrian safety, providing green features 
within the neighbourhood, and maintaining linkages to the open space 
system.  The approved Development Plan for Park Place Village (Phase 
2) will provide urban design features and built form that will have a positive 
impact on the image and character of the Waterdown North Community and 
maintain the intent of the Waterdown North Secondary Plan.
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2.0  Urban Design / Open Space  Guidelines

This section is prepared to provide design criteria for the public realm components of Park Place Village (Phase 2) based on the Waterdown North Urban 
Design Guidelines. The following design criteria is provided to assist in achieving a cohesive, attractive, and safe neighbourhood.

2.1 Structuring Elements
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- Multi-Use Path 

Structuring elements in the Park 
Place Village (Phase 2) development 
includes:

• An interconnected open space 
network, designed to have a 
high degree of public visibility 
and accessibility.

• An interconnected road 
network, including pedestrian 
sidewalks and a multi-use 
pathway.

• Gateways and community 
edges that are attractive 
and assist in establishing 
a discernable and positive 
community identity.

• Streetscape design that 
promotes community 
identifi cation.

All design elements for the following 
items shall be identifi ed on the 
Landscape Plans and/or Engineering 
Plans for the subject lands.

Structuring Elements Plan
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2.2 Open Space Network
The open space system within the subject lands includes:

• An open space block that will accommodate the realignment of a 
tributary of Borer’s Creek; 

• A small portion of land to be added to the existing neighbourhood park 
as part of a land exchange between the developer and City; 

• A stormwater management pond.

2.2.1 Open Space 

• The proposed open space system within the subject lands includes 
a block dedicated to the realignment of a tributary to Borer’s Creek 
along the northern portion of the site, north of the future East/West 
Arterial Corridor.  

• This signifi cant feature connects through Provincially Signifi cant 
Wetlands to the east and west of the subject lands. The primary 
objective is to preserve and enhance the existing natural environment 
to achieve multiple objectives and targets related to fi sh and wildlife 
habitat, connected natural areas and features, community diversity, 
water management, etc., that will be balanced and implementable. 

• The proposed realignment of the creek has incorporated natural channel 
design principles established by a qualifi ed stream morphologist and 
professional engineer, and the design has included appropriate buffers 
and environmental setbacks to ensure an ecologically diverse, healthy 
and sustainable Natural Heritage System in an urbanized setting.

• Opportunities to provide strategic views and viewsheds towards the 
open space features within the Parkside Hills neighbourhood shall be 
integrated into the proposed street and block framework.  These views 
and viewshed opportunities are primarily provided through the location 
of street frontage immediately adjacent to these open space features 
and facilities. 

2.2.2 Neighbourhood Park

• A small portion of land will be added to the existing, centrally located 
neighbourhood park, located within Park Place Village (phase 1) as 
part of a land exchange.  

• The majority of the park is constructed and the land exchange will 
complete the neighbourhood park. 

• The park will be the primary open space and focal point for the 
surrounding neighbourhood. It will be characterized by a mix of open 
green spaces for passive and active play. Features  may  include  
junior  and  senior  play  structures, multi-use trails,  multi-purpose 
play courts, shade structure and seating, unprogrammed open space 
and structured sports fi eld. 

• The park provides an important recreational and social function and 
has been located in a highly visible area within easy walking distance 
of most residents of the local area.

• Medium density housing along the northern edge of the park should be 
designed to maintain a positive interface with the park.

Conceptual Neighbourhood Park images
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2.2.3 Storm Water Management Pond

• A SWM pond facility is located on the north side of the North Waterdown 
Drive adjacent to the Open Space area, providing a signifi cant 
landscape feature within the community. 

• It has been situated in relation to existing drainage patterns of the 
site and, given its proximity to the realigned creek, will augment the 
extent of the natural areas and provide viewshed opportunities to and 
through the NHS. 

• In addition to their primary water quality and control functions, The 
SWM pond serves to enhance the community’s visual qualities by 
providing an attractive aquatic landscape to the surrounding area. 

• Naturalized planting throughout to consist of whips, multi-stem 
shrubs, ornamental grasses and riparian, aquatic and upland species 
appropriate for the pond condition, with an emphasis on native species, 
in accordance with Hamilton Conservation Authority standards.

• Should utility structures be placed within the pond facility, they should 
be screened from public view with planting and fencing or other built 
features, as necessary.

Conceptual Image of Stormwater Management Pond

2.3 Road / Circulation Network
2.3.1  Arterial Roads

• The framework for the proposed structure of Park Place Village (Phase 
2) is defi ned by the adjacent existing arterial road (Centre Road to the 
east) and North Waterdown Drive that will link together the various 
subdivisions that make up the Waterdown North Community. 

• North Waterdown Drive throughout the site will have a 32m R.O.W. 
width to accommodate a 3 lane carriageway (2 travel lanes and 1 turn 
lane) and a Multi-Use Path along its southern edge.
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2.3.2  Collector Roads

• Collector roads (Whites Gate Drive and Cole Street) will be logically 
extended northward from their present terminii within Park Place 
Village (Phase 1).  

• Collector roads will have a 20m R.O.W. width and will have sidewalks 
on both sides of the street.

2.3.3  Local Roads

• Local roads (Hugill Way, Hiscott Drive and Savage Drive) will feed off 
Cole Street. Local roads create a modifi ed grid network of short street 

Conceptual Section for North Waterdown Drive Through Waterdown North



1 0

PARK PLACE VILLAGE (PHASE 2), WATERDOWN
U R B A N  D E S I G N  B R I E F

J O H N  G .  W I L L I A M S  L I M I T E D ,  A R C H I T E C T

COUNTRYGREEN

blocks that defi ne the development parcels and provide pedestrian 
and vehicular linkages throughout the majority of the proposed 
development area. 

• Local roads will have an 18.0m R.O.W.  and will have a sidewalk on 
one side of the street.

• A temporary access road from Centre Road to Hugill Way will provide 
access to the site during the initial stage of development.  This will be 
removed once North Waterdown Drive is constructed.

2.3.4  Private Roads

• A private road within Phase 1 as well as a new leg of the private road 
between block 15 and 16 provides access to the proposed Back-To-
Back Townhomes at the south portion of the site.

• Private roads may occur within the medium density block.

2.3.5 Multi-Use Path

• An accessible and pedestrian network is crucial to promote active 
transportation opportunities throughout the community. 

• A 4m wide Multi-Use Path is included within the North Waterdown 
Drive R.O.W. and will function as a key pedestrian and cycling linkage 
to other neighbourhoods, amenity areas, and open spaces within 
Waterdown North.

2.4 Gateways and Community Edges 
2.4.1  Community Gateway

A Community Gateway location is identifi ed at Centre Road and North 
Waterdown Drive intersection. Through an enhanced design and material 
palette, gateways are an effective tool in creating discernible sense of entry 
into the neighbourhood, providing opportunities to refl ect the character of 
Waterdown North and to establish a sense of place within the community. 
In addition to a landscape entry feature, it is important to provide enhanced 
built form focus at this gateway through careful attention to building location, 
massing, height and orientation. The following guidelines would be applied 
in compliance with the Waterdown North Urban Design Guidelines:

• The Community Gateway shall be designed to reinforce the character 
of the neighbourhood through a complementary material palette that 
picks up on the prevailing architectural style and materials.

• Hard landscape elements such as low decorative fencing, armour 
stone, masonry piers and walls should be utilized to create a formal 
entrance.

• Only robust, durable materials and design shall be considered, with 
minimal long term maintenance requirements.

• The establishment of large canopy street trees should be implemented 
to enhance the pedestrian zone along the streets of the community 
gateway.

• The Community Gateway shall provide for safe, attractive and logical 
pedestrian and vehicular entry into the community from Centre Road. 

• Landscaping will include plant materials that will enhance and 
complement the entry features but not create visual obstructions for 
motorists. Ornamental trees, shrubs and seasonal plantings will be 
selected to provide hardy mass plantings in accordance with City of 
Hamilton Forestry Standards. 

• Structural features will be located behind the daylight triangle and all 
landscaping will conform to City of Hamilton Traffi c Engineering and 
Operations Standards. 

• All above-ground utility boxes should be sited away from the gateway 
area when possible.
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2.4.2  Neighbourhood Gateway

• A Neighbourhood Gateway is located at the intersection of North 
Waterdown Drive and White Gates Drive.  

• This location should be utilized to identify a primary access point into 
the local neighbourhood of Park Place Village.  

• Special landscape and corner lot built form design consideration is 
required in this location in order to create an attractive and defi nable 
sense of entry into the neighbourhood from North Waterdown Drive.  

• Driveways and garages in this location shall not be accessed from 
North Waterdown Drive.

2.4.3  Community Edges

• Community edges will occur along the west side of Centre Road and 
the north side of North Waterdown Drive.  

• Along Centre Road the use of dual frontage townhouses (with front 
facades facing Centre Road and garages accessed from the rear) 
and commercial built form together with tree planting and landscape 
treatments will provide an attractive interface with this community 
edge.

• Along North Waterdown Drive, the community edge interface will 
include the Open Space block and SWM Pond to provide a naturalized, 
green edge with ample views into these features from the road.

• Along the south side of North Waterdown Drive, built form within the 
medium density and mixed use blocks should be designed to create a 
positive relationship with this road.  

Conceptual Images of the Community Gateway
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2.5 Streetscape Design
Streetscape Design within the Park Place Village (Phase 2) incorporates 
the following elements that conforms to the Waterdown North Urban Design 
objectives: Street Trees, Community Mailboxes, Street Furniture.

Conceptual Image of Community Mailbox

should be enhanced by 
decorative elements or 
additional landscaping to 
create an interconnected 
streetscape experience.

• The design and siting of the 
community mailboxes should 
be in accordance with the 
requirements of both Canada 
Post and the City of Hamilton. 
To reduce impacts to the 
surrounding environment, all 
structural footprints should 
be minimized and permeable 
materials will be encouraged, 
when feasible, to increase 
infi ltration. 

Conceptual Images of Street Trees

2.5.1 Street Trees

• For residential streets, single row 
of street trees should be planted, 
and where headlights may shine on 
housing units a coniferous tree or 
trees should be planted to mitigate 
the impacts. 

• To generate a cohesive streetscape, 
street trees should be planted in a 
rhythmic form. 

• Intersections should be planted with 
fl owering street trees and street 
lengths planted with large canopy 
trees to emphasize the arrival at an 
intersection. 

• Native species should be the primary 
selection to preserve and enhance 
the local natural environment.

2.5.2 Community Mailboxes

• To enhance accessibility and create a pedestrian-scaled 
neighbourhood, all mailboxes should be located within a fi ve minute 
walking distance to every dwelling. 

• The mailboxes should be situated in prominent locations for maximized 
visibility. This approach will deter vandalism by encouraging 
neighbourhood watch, and provide safe and visible access to the 
residents.

• For mailboxes located at fl ankage lot locations, the side yard fencing 

2.5.3 Street Furniture

The design and location of Street Furniture that occurs within the public 
right-of-way will be coordinated and established through discussions with 
the City and the Developer. These requirements conform with the intent of 
the Waterdown North Urban Design Guidelines in promoting high quality 
streetscapes:

• Street lighting poles and fi xtures will be consistent with the Waterdown 
North development specifi cations and in accordance with City of 
Hamilton’s standards (selected from existing palette of poles and 
fi xtures).

• Utility infrastructure shall be located away from park and open space 
frontages and community landmarks (i.e. entry features).

• Wayfi nding elements should provide clear and concise direction to 
users as well as providing community character in accordance with 
the City of Hamilton.

• Above ground infrastructure should be located and designed to be 
compatible, organized and visually minimized.
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3.0 Architectural Design Guidelines

These Architectural Design Guidelines build upon Section 3.0 of the Waterdown 
North Urban Design Guidelines to provide design criteria specifi c to the subject 
lands in order to promote high quality built form. 

3.1 Community Safety
A sense of community motivates residents to work together to improve neighbourhood 
appearance and deter criminals.  In order to promote a safe, pedestrian-friendly 
community, the design and siting of all new buildings should incorporate the 
principles of CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design), including 
the following:

• A clear defi nition between public and private space should be provided through 
the design and placement of buildings, fencing and landscaping.

• Site planning and building design should allow for visual on look of public 
spaces.

• Active pedestrian street life and building orientation adds ‘eyes on the street’ to 
strengthen citizens’ sense of security.

• Ample fenestration facing public areas should be provided to promote natural 
surveillance or “eyes on the street”.

• Adequate lighting should be provided along streets and public areas to ensure 
pedestrian comfort and safety. 

• Lighting should be designed to relate to the pedestrian scale. It should be 
directed downward and inward to mitigate negative impact on neighbouring 
uses and help maintain a dark nighttime sky to the extent feasible.

• Concepts of “Territorial Reinforcement” include the ample usage of front 
porches that create a transitional area between the street and the home.

• Main entrances should be visible from the street, clearly defi ned, well lit and 
connected to the street, sidewalk or driveway by a hard surface walkway. 

• The presence of the garage within the streetscape should be diminished by 
limiting its width and projection and by bringing the habitable portion of the 
house or porch closer to the street, where feasible.  Key streetscapes within 
the community will require that garages do not face the street.

Buildings should be designed to provide ‘eyes on the street’ and foster a 
comfortable pedestrian environment

Well scaled street lighting ‘Eyes on the street’ Entries well lit 
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Built Form Distribution Plan
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Single Detached

Dual Frontage Townhouses

Street Townhouses

Medium Density Residential 

Mixed Use 

Back-to-Back Townhouses

3.2 Built Form Typology
Park Place Village (Phase 2) will have a variety of residential building types and may include:

• single detached 
dwellings;

• street 
townhouses;

• dual frontage 
townhouses;

• rear lane 
townhouses;

• back-to-back 
townhouses;

• stacked 
townhouses.
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3.2.1 Single Detached Dwellings

A small pocket of single detached dwellings is proposed on the west side of 
White Gates Drive just south of North Waterdown Drive.  These homes will 
be designed to individually and collectively contribute to the character of the 
neighbourhood.  The following design guidelines shall apply:

• Building elevations visible from public areas should incorporate 
appropriate massing, proportions, wall opening and plane variation in 
order to avoid large, uninteresting facades.

• Dwellings will predominantly have two storey building massing; the 
use of bungalows may also occur.

• For corner units, both street facing elevations shall be given a similar 
level of architectural treatment.  Main entries for these dwellings are 
encouraged to be oriented to the fl anking lot line.

• Attached street-facing garages should be incorporated into the main 
massing of  the building to ensure they do not become a dominant 
element within the streetscape.   

Conceptual Plan View of Single Detached Dwellings

Porch projections into 
front /fl ankage yards 

Corner  dwelling designed 
to address both street 
frontages

Street

St
re

et

Front facades and 
porches sited close to 
the street /sidewalk

Garages designed to 
minimize impact on 
streetscape

Conceptual Images of single detached dwellings
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3.2.2 Street Townhouse Dwellings

Street townhomes contribute to the mix of housing types in the 
development, adding diversity of housing choice and streetscape 
character.  The following design guidelines shall apply: 

• Street Townhouse blocks will occur on Blocks 1-4 and 20 and 
range from 5 to 7 units per block.

• The overall townhouse block composition should display massing 
and design continuity with the surrounding neighbourhood.

• Building elevations visible from public areas should incorporate 
appropriate massing, proportions, wall openings and plane 
variation in order to avoid large, uninteresting façades.

• Townhouse dwellings should have two to three storey massing. 
Bungalow forms are discouraged for this housing type.

• For corner lot buildings, the entry of the interior units shall be 
oriented to the front lot line, while the entry of the corner unit is 
encouraged to be oriented to the fl anking lot line.

Conceptual Images of Street Townhouses that meet the intent of the Guidelines (Prepared for Countrygreen Homes by Jardin 
Design Group)

Street

St
re

et

Conceptual plan layout for Street Townhouses

• Front-facing garages should 
be incorporated into the main 
massing of the building to ensure 
they do not become a dominant 
element within the streetscape. 

• Townhouse dwellings will have 
single-car attached garages 
accessed from the street.  

• Garages / driveways for 
townhouse dwellings should 
be paired, wherever feasible, 
to maximize on-street parking 
opportunities.

Porch projections into 
front /fl ankage yards 

Corner  dwelling 
designed to address both 
street frontages

Garages designed to 
minimize impact on 
streetscape

Front facades and 
porches sited close to 
the street /sidewalk
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3.2.3 Dual Frontage Townhouses

Dual Frontage Townhouses are located along, and to the west of Centre Road, 
north of Nesbit Boulevard and south of the mixed use site. These dwellings are 
considered Dual Frontage lots because the main front facade of the dwelling will 
face Centre Road and the rear of the dwelling, including the garage, driveway 
and rear yard amenity area will interface with Hugill Way.  The following design 
guidelines shall apply:

• Dual Frontage Townhomes occur on Blocks 13 to 15 and range from 6 to 7 
units per block. 

• Dwellings shall be designed with the main front facade and entrance facing 
Centre Road.  Buildings should be sited close to Centre Road to encourage an 
active and urban street edge. 

• Garages shall not face Centre Road; they shall be located at the rear of the 
dwelling and vehicular access will occur from Hugill Way.

• The importance of the Centre Road streetscape shall be enhanced by 
establishing a strong architectural character to foster an identifi able sense of 
place within this community edge. 

• Dual Frontage Townhouse dwellings shall be designed to appropriately address 
both public street frontages. They require a high degree of architectural 
detailing on both front and rear elevations due to their heightened degree of 
public visibility.  

Conceptual Siting of Dual Frontage Townhouses facing Centre Road

Conceptual Front Elevation Facing Centre Road that meet the intent of the 
Guidelines (Prepared for Countrygreen Homes by Jardin Design Group)

Conceptual Rear Elevation Facing Hugill Way that meet the intent of the 
Guidelines (Prepared for Countrygreen Homes by Jardin Design Group)
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• Outdoor amenity space for each unit will be located in the rear of the dwelling 
(local road side) and will take the form of a balcony / terrace located above grade 
level. Privacy screens should be provided between outdoor amenity spaces of 
neighbouring units. 

• Dual Frontage Townhouse dwellings will have 3 storey massing to create a 
dominant massing along the street edge.  

• A walkway linking the front door to the public sidewalk within the Centre Road right 
of way, together with landscape edge plantings should be provided to establish 
an attractive and active streetscape.

• Municipal address plaques should be provided in a well lit location on both public 
street facing facades. 

• Utility meters and air conditioning units should be screened or discreetly located 
away from public view. 

3.2.4 Back-to-Back Townhouses

Back-to-Back Townhousing will occur on Blocks 5 to 12, 16 to 19 and 21 to 24 and 
will range from 4 to 7 units per block. Back-to-Back Townhousing may also occur in 
the medium density and mixed use blocks.  As the name suggests there is a common 
demising wall along the rear of the unit in addition to the traditional interior side walls.   
This townhouse adaptation is an increasingly popular building type that provides a 
low-rise, compact built form yielding relatively high densities.   The following design 
guidelines shall apply:

• Buildings will be 3 storeys and have front facing garages accessed from a public 
or private road. 

• Outdoor amenity space for each unit will be located in the front of the dwelling 
and will take the form of a balcony / terrace located above grade level. Privacy 
screens should be provided between outdoor amenity spaces of neighbouring 
units. 

• Façades should be developed to incorporate architectural elements found on 
lower density housing forms such as peaked roofs, gables, porches and roof 
overhangs.  Garages should not project beyond the front wall or porch face of 
the dwelling. 

• Utility meters and air conditioning units should be screened or discreetly located 
away from public view. 

Conceptual Plan View and Cross-Section of Back-to-Back Townhouses
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3.2.5 Rear Lane Condominium Townhouses

Townhouses with rear yard garages accessed from a private laneway may 
be provided within the medium density and mixed use blocks.  This form of 
housing contributes positively to the built form character and streetscape 
appearance of the neighbourhood by providing a strong uninterrupted 
street edge that is more urban in character.  The following design guidelines 
shall apply:

• Dwellings should typically be sited in close relation to the street with 
minimal setbacks, wherever feasible. Reduced setbacks may be 
considered within the medium density site areas.

• Building massing should be 2 to 3 storeys.
• Garages accessed from a rear laneway may be either attached to the 

dwelling or detached from the dwelling.  Single or double garages may 
be permitted.

• Outdoor amenity areas may take the form of a ground-related rear 
yard space or a balcony above grade level.

• Front entrances should be linked to the sidewalk via a walkway. 

Conceptual Image mage of Back-to-Back Townouses (Corner Units)

Conceptual Image of Back-to-Back Townhouses (Interior Units)

Conceptual Back-to-Back Townhouse that meet the intent of the Guidelines (Prepared 
for Countrygreen Homes by Jardin Design Group)

Ample 
fenestration 
facing the 
street

Front façade 
relates well 
to the street 
and provides 
visual interest

Porch / Bay 
projections 
into front yard 
are encouraged 

Articulated 
façade and 
roof form

Built form characteristics of Lane-Based Townhouses

No garage in 
streetscape
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3.2.6 Stacked Townhouse Dwellings

Stacked Townhousing may occur in the medium density and the mixed use 
blocks. This building type is typically a multilevel condominium housing 
form (typically 3.5 to 4 storeys, comprised of individual units stacked on 
one another) with rear facing garages or surface parking areas.  This is an 
increasingly popular building type as it provides a low-rise, compact built 
form yielding relatively high densities. The following design guidelines shall 
apply:

• Private outdoor amenity space is typically provided in the form of a 
balcony located above the garage for the upper level units and in the 
form of an at-grade or sunken courtyard for the lower level units. 

• Façades should be developed to incorporate architectural elements 
found on lower density housing forms such as peaked roofs, gables, 
porches and roof overhangs.  Flat roofs may be permitted to allow for 
rooftop terraces.

• Rear yard parking accessed from a lane is preferred over front yard 
parking. 

• Common open space areas, such as tot lots, may be provided where 
other park facilities are not located nearby.

• Walkways within Stacked Townhouse developments should provide 
safe and direct access between dwellings, parking areas, public areas 
and streets. 

• Building façades should be highly articulated to provide an attractive 
built form.  Careful coordination of materials and colours will be 
required within each development to foster a distinct identity.

• Banked and screened utility meters are encouraged and should be 
located on internal end units wherever feasible subject to compliance 
with local utility company regulations.  

Conceptual cross-section of Stacked  Townhousing (Condominiums)

Potential Rooftop 

Terrace

Images of Stacked 

Townhouses 

(Condominiums) 



2 1

PARK PLACE VILLAGE (PHASE 2), WATERDOWN
U R B A N  D E S I G N  B R I E F

J O H N  G .  W I L L I A M S  L I M I T E D ,  A R C H I T E C T

COUNTRYGREEN

3.3 Architectural Character 

Dwelling designs will provide a harmonious variety of attractive 
architectural styles which may incorporate both traditional/heritage and 
modern infl uences. It is important that the architectural form and in turn 
it’s architectural style is designed to be complementary to the design 
of the public realm.   Architectural styles and themes will be developed 
in a coordinated manner in consultation with the Builder, the Design 
Architect and the Control Architect. The design of any building should have 
distinguishing elements characteristic of a single architectural style.  Mixing 
different architectural styles within a single building is to be avoided.

Representation of Architectural Character within Park Place Village (Phase 2) that meets the intent of the Guidelines  (Prepared for Countrygreen Homes by Jardin Design Group)
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3.4 Streetscape Composition and Built Form   
 Relationship 

The visual appeal of the streetscape is enhanced when the arrangement 
of the dwellings is ordered with respect to model variety, massing, height 
and repetition. Attractive, harmonious streetscapes with a well-defi ned 
street edge are essential in creating a vibrant, livable, pedestrian-oriented 
community with a positive identity. 

• The front façade of the dwelling should directly relate to the street.
• Front yard setbacks should generally be consistent to defi ne the 

street edge and create a visually ordered streetscape that maintains 
suffi cient streetscape variety.

• Buildings adjacent or opposite one another should be compatible in 
massing and height. Extreme variation in massing should be avoided. 

• Models should be designed with 2 distinctly different elevations. 
Popular models may require additional façade treatments to avoid 
monotony within the streetscape.

• Identical elevations should not occur more than 3 times within a row 
of 10 detached dwellings and should be separated by a minimum 
of 2 detached units. These repetition requirements do not apply to 

townhouses.  Instead the massing and composition of each townhouse 
block, rather than the individual units, will be reviewed based on the 
design merits of the block. Identical block elevations should generally 
not occur adjacent or opposite to each other.

• A maximum of 3 alternative elevations of the same model may be sited 
adjacent one another. 

• For corner lots, fl anking elevations must be different from those 
fl anking elevations on lots abutting or directly opposite. Identical kitty-
corner elevations are permitted.

• Projections into the front yard, such as porches, entrance canopies, 
porticos, entrance steps and bay windows are encouraged for their 
benefi cial impact on the streetscape.

• Where severely sloping grade conditions occur, the builder should 
provide dwelling types which are adapted to suit the site. 

• Care should be taken to ensure foundation walls are not exposed. 
Grading should be coordinated with dwelling foundation design and 
constructed so that generally no more than ~300 mm of foundation 
walls above fi nished grade is exposed on all exposed elevations of the 
dwelling, when possible. 

Model Repetition and Façade Variety Criteria (Single Detached) Attractive, harmonious streetscapes are essential in creating a community with a 
positive identity. 
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3.5 Architectural Elements
3.5.1 Main Entries  / Porches

• The use of large, usable front porches should be incorporated into the 
majority of dwelling designs to provide opportunities for ‘eyes on the 
street’ and foster social interaction among neighbours. 

• Porch depths should be maximized to attain a minimum depth of 1.5m 
wherever possible. 

• Porches should generally be located closer to the sidewalk / street 
than the garage. This diminishes the visual impact of the garage and 
creates a comfortable pedestrian environment.

• Wraparound porches are encouraged on corner lots, where appropriate 
to the dwelling style.

• Main entries should be directly visible from the street and be well lit.
• Where more than 3 risers are required at the main entrance they should 

be designed to accept masonry veneering on the sides (poured-in-
place or Parsons Brick Ledge-type)

• Railings, where required by O.B.C., should be integral to the design of 
the porch.  They should attach to porch columns and not wrap around 
them. 

3.5.2 Exterior Materials and Colours

• High quality exterior building materials refl ective of the architectural 
style of the building will be required. Suitable main cladding material 
should be primarily brick.  The use of accent materials (i.e. stone, 
siding, or stucco is also appropriate).

• Decorative architectural detailing is encouraged.
• Exterior materials which express heritage tones and textures should 

be selected.

Large Front Porches  are Encouraged

Brick StoneSiding
Examples of cladding materials

3.5.3 Architectural Detailing

• Trim detailing elements (such as frieze board, gable posts, brackets, 
window surrounds, scalloped shingles, etc.) and masonry detailing 
elements (such as quoining, lintels/headers, pilasters, soldier coursing, 
keystones, etc.) are encouraged to add visual interest to the dwelling.

• Architectural detailing should be consistent with the architectural style 
of the dwelling.

Gable post

Frieze board Window surrounds

Quoining

Lintel/headers

Soldier coursing 
Examples of Architectural Detailing Which Add Character To Dwelling Designs

Stucco
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3.5.4 Windows

• Ample fenestration on publicly exposed facades is required to enhance 
the dwelling’s appearance and to promote ‘eyes on the street’.

• All windows facing public areas should be maintenance-free, thermally-
sealed, double glazed and either casement, single-hung or double-
hung. The use of slider-type windows may be used on low exposure 
elevations.

• Bay windows should be used at appropriate locations and designed in 
a manner consistent with the architectural style of the dwelling.

• Window mullions and muntin bars should be used to refl ect heritage 
window patterns on publicly exposed facades.

• Where windows and doors are set into siding, casings having a 
minimum width of 100mm (4”) are required.

3.5.5 Roof Form

• A variety of roof types and forms are that are consistent with the 
architectural style of the dwelling are encouraged, and may include 
gables, dormers, hips or ridges set parallel or perpendicular to the 
street.

• Minimum main roof slopes should be 7.9:12 pitch (side slopes) / 5.9:12 
(front to back slopes).  If bungalows are proposed, steeper roof form 
will be required.

• All vent stacks, gas fl ues and roof vents should be located on the rear 
slope of the roof wherever possible.  Roof vents should be prefi nished 
to match the roof colour.  Where skylights are proposed, they should 
be located on the rear or side slope of the roof and have a fl at profi le. 

Examples of window style variety

Example of Minimum Required Roof Pitch

Variety of Roof Forms, Including Use of Gables and Dormers, Helps Create Visual Interest
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3.6 Garages
In addition to the criteria of section 3.1 of the Waterdown North Urban 
Design Guidelines, the following will apply:

• The majority of garages within the neighbourhood should be recessed 
from the main building face.

•  Where 2-car garages are permitted (single detached dwellings) the 
use of single bay (2.4m wide) garage doors separated by a pier, rather 
than a double wide (4.8m) single garage door is encouraged on the 
majority of units in order to break down the horizontal scale of the 
garage. 

• A variety of attractive garage door styles are required throughout the 
community. The streetscape should include a combination of garage 
door styles to avoid repetition and dominance by a single door type. 

• Glazing in overhead garage doors is required. Garage doors shall 
be sectional (roll-up), panelled and have a variety of header/lintel 
treatments above.

• Where dropped garages occur (rear-to-front sloping grade conditions) 
the preferred alternative design treatments include:

 ◦ lowering the garage roof;

 ◦ lowering or extending decorative gable louvres/windows;

 ◦ providing additional brick detailing

 ◦ increasing the height of the garage door from 7’-0” to 8’-0”;

 ◦ providing arched headers and light fi xtures above the doors.

Image of a variety of garage door styles.

3.7  Driveways 

• Driveway locations shall be as per the approved Engineering Plans 
and shall be approved by the municipality.

• Driveway widths should match the width of the garage.
• All driveways shall be fi nished with a hard surface paving material.

3.8 Fencing

• All fencing shall comply with appropriate zoning and municipal by-laws. 
• The design of all fencing should refl ect the character of the new 

development.
• Where acoustic fencing is required, it should return to the fl anking side 

wall close to the rear of the dwelling so that the side facade of the 
dwelling is not hidden from public view.  Its exact location will also be 
determined by acoustic requirements, berm location and location of 
windows.

• Where corner lot fencing is provided by the Builder/developer it should 
be located within private property and should not extend more than 
approximately 1.5 m beyond the rear corner of the dwelling so that the 
side façade of the dwelling is fully visible to the fl anking street.

• Where a corner lot rear yard abuts the interior side yard of the adjacent 
lot, corner lot fencing should return along the rear lot line of the corner 
lot.



2 6

PARK PLACE VILLAGE (PHASE 2), WATERDOWN
U R B A N  D E S I G N  B R I E F

J O H N  G .  W I L L I A M S  L I M I T E D ,  A R C H I T E C T

COUNTRYGREEN

3.9 Priority Lot Dwellings
Design criteria required for priority lots as shown on the Priority Lot Map (i.e. corner lots, lots backing / fl anking onto parks, lots backing / fl anking onto 
stormwater ponds / open space areas, community window lots, view terminus lots) is contained in section 3.2 of the Waterdown North Urban Design Guidelines.
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4.0  Commercial Design  Guidelines

The following guidelines build upon Section 2.1.2 of the Waterdown North 
Urban Design Guidelines to  address general design criteria for commercial 
built form that will occur within the Mixed Use Block at the southwest corner 
of Centre Road and North Waterdown Drive.  Refi nements to the guidelines 
may be necessary through the Site Plan Approval process which may 
require an Urban Design Brief to deal with the specifi cs of each site. The 
following general design principles shall apply:

• A high degree of building design quality appropriate to the function and 
location of the building within the community is required.

• Buildings should be complementary to and compatible with the 
adjacent development in terms of building location, design style, 
massing, materials and colours.

• Facades visible from the public realm should be well detailed and 
articulated. 

• Parking areas should be located and screened to ensure they do not 
dominate the view from the street.

• Sites should have defi nable edges and pedestrian amenities, where 
appropriate to the function of the building.

4.1 Building Location
• Buildings should generally be designed with the façade parallel to the 

roadway to appropriately address, defi ne and relate to the adjacent 
street frontage and promote a pedestrian-scaled street edge.

• Building frontages should ideally occupy a minimum of ~50% of the 
street frontage and extend in front of parking areas, where practical.

• Main entrances should face the street rather than the parking areas, 
where practical, to promote an active street presence.

• Clear pedestrian connections from the sidewalk to the front entrance 
of each building shall be provided.

• Corner and Gateway buildings should be sited to address both 
street frontages in a consistent manner. This shall include enhanced 
architectural design features and increased massing. 

• Regard for adjacent residential areas shall be exhibited in the design 
and placement of the building.

• Other design approaches to commercial development are encouraged 
and will be reviewed based upon their merits.

4.2 Building Massing and Design
• Buildings shall relate well to adjacent development by having regard 

for the size and scale of the neighbouring building(s).
• Building mass shall be sited to minimize the impact of overshadowing, 

blocked views and overlook onto  residential properties. 
• Minimum 2-storey building massing will be required for the gateway 

building(s) at the corner of Centre Road and North Waterdown Drive.
• Buildings shall have a pedestrian scale with façades that express a 

high quality character.
• Appropriate architectural design treatment (wall/roof articulation, 

doors, fenestration, masonry detailing, character lighting) shall be 
provided to avoid uninteresting expanses of roof and wall façade.

Conceptual images of  Commercial development
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• The use of high quality building materials characteristic of the 
neighbouring residential community is required.  This may include 
brick, stone, textured block.  The use of plain concrete block, glass 
curtain wall, vinyl or metal siding is discouraged.  Stucco should be 
used only as an accent material.

• Distinctive building designs shall be provided at corner locations and 
view termini to reinforce their landmark status in the streetscape. 

• Main entrances shall be grade-related, face the street and be given 
design emphasis. 

• Building designs are encouraged to incorporate a pitched roof, 
mansard roof, roof parapet or a cornice treatment in order to integrate 
into surrounding residential areas.  

• Building projections, including bay features, cornices, canopies, patios, 
porches, and porticos are encouraged.

• Glazed areas should be maximized along street frontages and main 
parking areas to encourage comfortable and safe pedestrian use.

4.3   Parking and Vehicular Circulation
• Surface parking areas should be located to the side or rear of the 

primary frontage or facade(s).   Where visible from the street, they shall 
be screened through the use of edge landscaping and/or architectural 
elements, such as masonry piers. 

• Large parking areas should be broken into smaller human-scale blocks 
defi ned by landscaping and walkways. Landscaped medians should 
terminate each parking aisle. 

• Buildings should be located to ensure good sight lines for all vehicular 
access points and to create coherent on-site traffi c circulation.

• The number of driveway accesses to roadways shall be minimized to 
reduce interruptions to pedestrian walkways and increase opportunities 
for street tree planting.

• Site access points from the street should be well defi ned.
• Access for larger vehicles to loading and service areas shall be located 

away from pedestrian routes.

4.4 Loading, Service and Garbage Areas
• Loading, service and garbage areas shall be located away from 

residential areas and public view and shall be screened with 
landscaping, walls or durable fencing to minimize negative impacts of 
noise, visibility, odours and vibrations on adjacent properties.

• Loading, service and garbage areas shall be consolidated and 
integrated into the building design.

• Utility meters, transformers and HVAC equipment shall be located 
away from public views.

Buildings should have active and attractive facades facing the street

Parking areas should be screened from street view wherever feasible
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• Noise attenuation measures shall be provided where service areas are 
in proximity to residences. These features should be complementary 
in material and design to surrounding buildings/structures to reinforce 
the image of the community.

• Rooftop mechanical equipment shall be screened from ground level 
view by integration into the roof or a parapet.

4.5   Pedestrian Circulation
• Easy, direct and barrier-free pedestrian accessibility shall be provided 

to public destinations.
• Pedestrian routes should be well defi ned and provide direct connection 

to parking areas, building entrances, transit shelters and adjacent 
developments. 

• Walkways should be embellished with landscaping and lighting.
• Sidewalk depths should be maximized along building fronts with 

consideration to the provision of an appropriate canopy or arcade 
treatment for pedestrian weather protection.

• Confl icts between pedestrian routes and vehicular routes should be 
avoided. Adequate setback between building entrances and on-site 
traffi c routes shall be provided. 

4.6   Lighting
• A themed approach to site lighting shall be employed with light 

standards designed at a pedestrian-scale. 
• Lighting for individual buildings shall be integrated into the building 

architecture.
• Parking areas, driveways and walkways shall be adequately illuminated 

with low level, pedestrian-scaled lighting. 
• Lighting shall be directed downward and inward to avoid light spill-over 

onto adjacent properties.

Signage, lighting  and site furniture should support a high quality pedestrian-oriented 

4.7   Signage/Site Furniture
• Signage should be characteristic of the neighbourhood identity while 

respecting the business community’s desire for corporate logos. 
• Buildings shall be designed to include defi ned spaces to accommodate 

signs that respect building scale, architectural features, signage 
uniformity and established streetscape design objectives.  

• High quality, face lit or directly lit signs which are integrated into the 
building design are encouraged.  

• Plastic backlit signage and tall pylon signage shall not be permitted.  
• Ground level signage should be designed to incorporate planting beds. 
• Provision of upgraded site furniture (benches, public art, community 

notice boards, mail boxes, trash cans, bicycle racks) is encouraged to 
support the community character.
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4.8 Landscaping
• Landscaping which screens parking areas and focuses attention on 

the buildings is encouraged.
• Streetscape elements established for the community should be 

provided along the street frontages for commercial and institutional 
uses to maintain a consistent urban community character.

• Site fencing design shall be complementary with the community 
fencing design where facing public streets.

• Any community entrance features, such as walls, columns or 
decorative fencing shall be coordinated with the architectural detailing 
of the commercial building. 

• Provision of a continuous landscaped connection between the buildings 
and the street is encouraged in order to promote a pedestrian friendly 
environment along adjacent street frontages.

• loading/garbage areas and order boards/pick-up windows should be 
located away from residential areas.

• Stacking lanes should not abut residential areas. Stacking lanes, 
parking areas and service areas should be screened from public 

4.9 Drive-Through Facilities
Where frive-through facilities are contemplated permitted within the 
commercial site, the following citeria shall apply:

• The design of drive-through facilities shall be compatible with and 
sensitive to the surrounding urban form and streetscape features.

• Stacking lanes shall not be located between the building and street or 
block the main entrance to the site.

• Stacking lanes should be located as deeply as possible within the site 
and designed to minimize interruptions by other vehicular traffi c.  

• The use of multiple drive-through facilities on the same site is 
discouraged.

• Parking stalls should be located away from access points to the 
stacking lanes.

• Stacking lanes should be defi ned through the use of a raised curb or 

landscaped island in order to separate it from the main parking areas 
and driving aisles.

• Stacking lanes should be designed to be straight and to minimize the 
number of curves, to the extent possible. Escape points should be 
provided, as appropriate. 

• Unless specifi c operations dictate otherwise, for eating establishments, 
drive-through stacking lanes should accommodate a minimum of 8 
cars.  For fi nancial establishments, drive-through stacking lanes 
should accommodate a minimum of 4 cars. 

• Directional signage should be clearly displayed at the entrance and 
exit points of the stacking lane.

• Drive-through facilities should be avoided in close proximity to 
residential properties.  Where this is not possible, locate noise-
generating areas, including stacking lanes, ordering board speakers, 
kiosk windows, outdoor loading areas and garbage storage away from 
residential areas.  
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5.0 IMPLEMENTATION
A design review process is required for all construction within the subject 
lands to ensure new development proposals and building designs are in 
compliance with the requirements of this Urban Design Brief.  Architectural 
design and siting proposals shall be evaluated through a privately 
administered architectural control design review and approval process as 
outlined in this section of the document.  

5.1 Architectural Control Process
The architectural control review and approval process by the Control 
Architect will generally comprise the following steps:

• Orientation meeting with the Developer / Builder and municipal staff 
prior to any submissions.

• Model review and approval.
• Review and approval of exterior materials and colours.
• Review and approval of house sitings.
• Periodic site monitoring for compliance.

5.2   Preliminary Review
• Preliminary model design sketches which are in conformity with these 

Guidelines and which demonstrate suffi cient design quality, variety 
and the use of appropriate exterior materials will be submitted to the 
Control Architect for review. 

• Sale of models cannot commence until after preliminary approval is 
given by the Control Architect. 

• Preliminary grading plans and streetscapes for individual lot sitings 
should be faxed to the Control Architect for review prior to submission 
for fi nal approval.

5.3 Final Review and Approval
5.3.1 Working Drawings

• Working drawings must depict exactly what the Builder intends to 
construct.  

• All exterior details and materials must be clearly shown on the 
drawings.  

• Unit working drawings will be required for special elevations (i.e. 
upgraded rear / side), walkout lots and grade-affected garage 
conditions. 

• A master set of all front, fl anking and corner lot rear elevations which 
have been given fi nal approval is to be submitted to the Control 
Architect as soon as possible after model approval is given. These 
should be on 1 sheet per each dwelling type. 

5.3.2 Site Plans

• Engineer certifi ed site plans are to be submitted to the Control Architect 
at a minimum scale of 1:250 and may be submitted on single 8-1/2” x 
14” sheets. 

• In addition to the required grading details, the proposed siting of each 
unit must clearly show: 

 ◦ model and elevation type;

 ◦ driveway extending to street curb;

 ◦ a note indicating rear or side upgrades, where applicable.

5.3.3 Streetscape Drawings

• To assist in the review process a streetscape drawing (blackline) must 
accompany each request for siting approval.  

• Streetscape drawings are to accurately represent the proposed 
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dwellings in correct relation to each other and to the proposed fi nished 
grade.  

• In the review of streetscapes, minor elevational changes may be 
required.  

• The onus is on the Builder to ensure that these required changes are 
implemented in the construction of the dwellings.

5.3.4 Exterior Colour Packages 

• Prior to the submission of site plans, the Builder will be required to 
submit typed colour schedules and sample boards which include the 
colour, type and manufacturer of all exterior materials.  

• Colour package selections for individual lots and blocks should be 
submitted at the same time as site plans and streetscapes. 

5.3.5 Submission Requirements

• The Builder is required to submit to the Control Architect for fi nal review 
and approval, the following:

 ◦ 6 sets of engineer approved site plans;

 ◦ 4 sets of working drawings;

 ◦ 3 sets of streetscapes; 

 ◦ 2 sets of colour schedules / colour sample boards;

• The Control Architect will retain one set of the foregoing.  
• The applicant should allow up to 5 working days for fi nal approvals. 
• Any minor redline revisions made by the Control Architect to site 

plans, working drawings, streetscapes and colour schedules must be 
incorporated on the originals by the Builder’s Design Architect.   

• Any revisions to an existing approval requested by the Builder will 
be considered on their merits and if acceptable will be subject to re 
approval by the Control Architect.

• It is the Builders’ complete responsibility to ensure that all plans 
submitted for approval fully comply with these Guidelines and all 
applicable regulations and requirements including zoning and building 
code provisions.  

• The Builder is responsible for the pick-up and delivery of all materials 
to and from the Control Architect’s offi ce and the City as necessary.

5.4 City Of Hamilton Approval
• All site plans, working drawings, streetscapes and colour packages 

must be submitted for review and approved by the control architect and 
the project engineer (site plans only), as required, prior to submission 
to the City of Hamilton for building permit approval.  

• Building permits will not be issued unless all plans bear the required 
Final Approval stamp of the Control Architect and Project Engineer 
(site plans only).

• Approvals by the Control Architect and the Project Engineer do not 
release the builder from complying with the requirements and approvals 
of the City of Hamilton and/or any other governmental agency.

5.5 Monitoring For Compliance 
• The Control Architect will conduct periodic site visits to monitor that 

development is in keeping with these Urban Design Guidelines and 
the approved Plans and to report on any non-compliance with these 
Guidelines. Any visible defi ciencies or deviations in construction 
from the approved plans and drawings will be reported and noted for 
immediate rectifi cation.

• The City of Hamilton may undertake periodic reviews of certifi ed 
drawings to ensure compliance with the Urban Design Guidelines.  
Where inadequate compliance is evident the City of Hamilton may 
cease to accept certifi ed drawings by the Control Architect and the 
owner shall retain another Control Architect satisfactory to the Manager 
of Community Planning and Design.


