
Staying in Touch
The old adobe that is the Carmel Valley Library may seem to exist out of time, but look below the surface 
and you’ll see that even here change is constant.  The Friends of the Carmel Valley Library strive to be 
sure that necessary changes are always for the better, and that what is beloved from the past is preserved.  
We support the staff who works so hard to keep programs and materials fresh.  We work to make improve-
ments that enhance the ambiance of the library, we organize projects and events that will enrich our lives, 
and we raise some of the needed funds for all of this.
 
None of these things would happen without the generosity of you who are the heart and soul of The 
Friends of our library.  We deeply thank you for this and ask for your continued support.

We’ll take this opportunity to catch you up 
on what we’ve been doing for the Library 
this year:

FOCVL provides funds on an ongoing basis 
in support of the Library. Specifically, we this 
year will spend $9,000 on books, subscrip-
tions and other fresh materials, $5,500 for 
extra staff hours, and $1,500 for the librarian’s 
special programs and purchases.

�
In January, we put on our always popular 
Wine Event featuring an educational wine 
tasting, appetizers provided by our local res-
taurants, and a silent auction of wines from 
nearly all of our local wineries and some from 
farther afield in Monterey County.  We are 
planning our next Wine Event to take place 
in late January or early February 2018.
Hidden Valley has graciously provided the 
venue every year.

�
Our First Saturday programs have included 
music, authors,  cattle ranchers,  legal advi-
sors,  and fire experts. Recent guests have 
included Peter Meckel, Leslie Dorrance and 
Rebecca Costa.  Many of the programs were 
taped and are available for check out at the 
library. The 1st Saturday program takes the 
summer off as the Library swings into the 

Children’s Summer Reading Program and  
will resume in October with fall programs 
featuring  information about  the Monterey 
County Grand Jury and the authors of well 
known hiking guide books.

�
In the spring, the Friends sponsored a book 
bag competition.  The winning designs were 
made into sturdy bags which are for sale at the 
library.  The proceeds support our programs.

 

Fresh Improvements to the Buckeye Building 
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Trust) when you pass away. Lifetime gifts are easy to make by writing 
and sending a check payable to Friends of the Carmel Valley 
Library. Every single dollar that you contribute is available right 
away to directly benefit the library.  If your intention is to benefit 
the library immediately, that is the best way to do it. Another possi-
bility for a lifetime gift is to contribute to the Friends of the Carmel 
Valley Library Fund at the Community Foundation for Monterey 
County. When you make a gift to our fund at the Community 
Foundation, the Friends have access to the fund’s annual income 
but the principal remains untouched.  Over time, growth in that 
carefully managed fund generates a long-term endowment, providing 
a source of income in perpetuity for the Friends’ board of directors 
to allocate. If your intention is to strengthen a long-term endow-
ment to benefit your library, that is a good way to do it. Another 
form of lifetime gift is a memorial gift sent to the Friends in the 
name of a friend or loved one who particularly enjoyed this library. 
By contrast, gifts at death –either directly or to the Friends Fund at 
the Community Foundation- take a little more estate planning effort 
to arrange through your Will, a Living Trust, or a Charitable 

Remainder Trust. Both lifetime gifts and gifts at death can result in 
certain tax benefits that accompany contributions to a 501c3 not-for-
profit organization: this is an area your accountant or lawyer can 
help you with. As you choose to make your gift to the Friends, we 
thank you for remembering. 

suMMer reading
”Be Creative @ Your Library” is the theme for the Summer Reading 
Program at the C.V. Branch Library, where weekly activities and per-
formances for children, ‘tweens,’ teens and adults will run from 
June 15 through August 1. Prepare for the Talent Show; make a res-
ervation to participate in Gay Heller’s Annual Silk Painting 
Workshop on July 30; walk in the Fiesta Days Parade on August 1 
and then come right back to the library for Daffy Dave’s magic 
show. If you can help with craft or costume materials, or if you can 
volunteer your assistance, please tell the library staff. 

 Jennifer Smith, Librarian

Plan to stop by the 
Friends’ Fiesta booth on 
Saturday, August 1st.

First saturday series 2009
10:15 am  • At the Carmel Valley Library:  FREE Admission

Saturday JUNE 6  Award-winning economics professor Dr. Moyara “Mo” Ruehsen, will explain “The Economic   
   Meltdown.” Dr. Ruehsen is an economist by training, a certified anti-money laundering specialist   
   (CAMS), and Associate Professor at the Monterey Institute of International Studies, where she   
   teaches about international trade and finance, anti-money laundering, and counter-terrorist 
   financing policies. Her regional expertise is The Middle East, where she spent a year as Fulbright   
   Scholar in Bahrain. Attendance is free but reservations for this event are advised: phone the library 
   at 659-2377.

Saturday SEPT 12  dr. rob Klevan will be at the library to share a bit of history regarding the Monterey Jazz    
   Festival's Jazz education Program (now in its 26th year) and screen a few PowerPoint     
   interviews with such jazz "greats" as dave brubeck, Jim hall, Wayne shorter, and more.

First Saturday Series events are free to the public but reservations are required. 
Phone 659-2377 or sign up at the library desk. 

Following the June First Saturday program, we put on a recep-
tion to welcome our new librarian, Eddy Hamelin.  Eddy has 
come up with great ideas for summer programs and will be using 
funds provided by the Friends to purchase program materials.

�
With a long term lease in place, we have moved ahead with some 
physical enhancements to the library.  We were unable to use 
the fireplace last winter due to problems with smoke inside the 
library, and the storms blew away the chimney cap.  We have 
now installed gas logs that will continue to provide the warmth 
and ambiance to the reading room that we have long enjoyed, 
while avoiding the smoke problem.  Thank you to the Carmel 
Valley Women’s Club for partially funding this project.

�
If you’ve been to the library recently, you may be wondering 
what’s going on with the planters at the entrance.  In collabora-
tion with the Carmel Valley Garden Club, we are renovating 
these planting areas which had become overgrown with overly 
large plants and wall destroying roots.  Phase 1 was the demoli-
tion stage, completed as an Eagle Scout Project organized by 
Kaden Agha and accomplished with hours of manual labor by 
Boy Scouts of Troop 127.  (Kaden simultaneously won third 

place in the plant science division at the Intel International 
Science Fair).  There will be a pause in the planting project to 
allow for any needed repairs to the retaining walls and building, 
but we hope to plant in the fall.

It is only through your support that the FOCVL keeps our 
library vibrant. Please consider a donation to help us in serving 
this mission.

Book Sale
The Friends are planning a book sale to take place in the front 
parking lot on Saturday of the Fiesta weekend (August 5th).   
BUT we need volunteers for all aspects of the sale:  sorting 
books during the week before, setting up and helping at the sale, 
and disposing of the unsold books at the end.  We have no stor-
age, so we can’t accept large quantities of books until the week 
before the sale and we can’t commit to having the sale until we 
know we’ll have enough volunteers to pull it off.  Please send an 
email to info@FOCVL.org if you are willing to help. (This is a 
great community service opportunity for high school students.)

�


