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Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. 
 By God’s grace in holy baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table.  

When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us,  
the church can be more inviting still. 

 
WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH. You are invited to join with us as we seek to be God's loving community for all 
who enter here.  You are received as a friend . . . 
• just as you are, created by God. 
• whatever your color, culture and customs, your age, abilities, sexual orientation or gender identity.  
• wherever circumstances find you… in the midst of  change or challenge or pain, in need of strength and hope, or in search 

of spiritual fullness and friendship. 
• whether you are a new visitor or an old friend, have no church home, have doubts or do not believe, or want to follow 

Christ and pursue peace and justice in Christ's name. 
You are embraced as an expression of the diversity and beauty of the creation God has given us.  
You are welcome here! 
 

The presence of children is a gift to the church and a reminder that our congregation is growing.   
Please welcome our youngest brothers and sisters and give a smile of encouragement to their paren ts. 

 

 



☩ THE SERVICE ☩
ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

PRELUDE      Come Home 
Tune: Thompson, by Will L. Thompson   Arr.  Leila Viss 

©2022 Leila Viss.  Used by permission from composer. 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

(Arrows indicate when the congregation may sit ↓ or 
stand ↑ as able. Bold print are responses spoken by 
the congregation.) 
 

↑CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path  
but have chosen our own way. Instead of putting 
others before ourselves, we long to take the best 
seats at the table. When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. Save us from 
ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 

Hear the good news! God does not deal with us 
according to our sins but delights in granting pardon 
and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
 

↑HYMN      God, We Gather As Your People 

ACS #1038 

1 God, we gather as your people to  
       raise our song above, 
 and we dare to claim the promise of your love. 
 Though the day may not yet be here, 
 we trust it soon will be, when  
        your children will be free. 
 

Refrain 
 Oh, may our hearts and minds be opened, 
 fling the church doors open wide. 
 May there be room enough for ev'ryone inside. 
 For in God there is a welcome,  
        in God we all belong. 
 May that welcome be our song. 
 

 
 
 

2 Oh, we sing for all the children, that one day  
        they be free; 
 and we sing for generations yet to be, 
 that they never have a reason to doubt that  
       they are blest. 
 May they, in your love, find rest.  Refrain 
 

Text: David Lohman, b. 1961 
Text © 2007 Welcome Song Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

 
↑PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Let us pray.  O God, you resist those who are proud 
and give grace to those who are humble. Give us 
the humility of your Son, that we may embody the 
generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 

↓ FIRST READING      Proverbs 25:6-7 

 6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s  
Presence or stand in the place of the great; 

 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
  than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

↓Psalm 112 (read responsively) 
1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD 
 and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 

 the generation of the upright will be blessed.  
3Wealth and riches will be in their house, 

 and their righteousness will last forever. 
4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the  

righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 
5It is good for them to be generous in lending 

 and to manage their affairs with justice. 
6For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be  

kept in everlasting remembrance.  
7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their  

heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
8Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
 until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
9They have given freely to the poor, and their  

righteousness stands fast  forever; they will hold  

up their head with honor. 
0The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash  

their teeth and pine away; the desires of the  
wicked will perish.  
 



↓SECOND READING                   Hebrews 13:1-8,15-6 
1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember 
those who are in prison, as though you were in 
prison with them; those who are being tortured, as 
though you yourselves were being tortured. 4Let 
marriage be held in honor by all, and let the 
marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge 
fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives free 
from the love of money, and be content with what 
you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or 
forsake you.” 6So we can say with confidence,  
 “The Lord is my helper; 
  I will not be afraid. 
 What can anyone do to me?” 
 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the 
word of God to you; consider the outcome of their 
way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday and today and forever. 
15Through him, then, let us continually offer a 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips 
that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good 
and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

↓GOSPEL                                      Luke 14:1,7-14 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 14th  
chapter.                 Glory to you, O Lord. 

1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the 
house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on 
the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
 7When he noticed how the guests chose the 
places of honor, he told them a parable. 8“When you 
are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do 
not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone 
more distinguished than you has been invited by 
your host; 9and the host who invited both of you 
may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your 
place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take 
the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and 
sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; 
then you will be honored in the presence of all who 
sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 
 12He said also to the one who had invited him, 
“When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives 

or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in 
return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you 
give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, 
because they cannot repay you, for you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 

↓SERMON             

↓CHOIR     Welcome Table 

African American spiritual, arr. Mark Hayes 

 
↑ APOSTLES’ CREED                                    page 105 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  
 heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
 the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose  

 again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at  
 the right hand of the Father, and he will come  

 to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of  
 sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

 everlasting. Amen.  
 
↑PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

(The congregation is encouraged to take the position which is 
most prayerful to you.)   
 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come 
near to the Holy One in prayer. 

A brief silence. 

For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all 
deacons, pastors, and bishops who serve and teach 
your people (national, synodical, and local leaders 
may be named). Awaken in your church a spirit of 
invitation that reaches ever outward. Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 

For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, 
we pray. Stir in us reverent awe for the beauty of 
the natural world, for oceans and lakes, rivers and 
streams, forests and deserts. Merciful God, hear our 
prayer. 

For the nations and peoples of the world, we pray. 
Sustain the efforts of those who pursue justice and 
equity for all. Defend and accompany all immigrants 



and refugees and all who are persecuted for their 
ethnic origin or religious beliefs. Merciful God, hear 
our prayer. 

Great Physician, where there is illness, bring healing. 
We pray you will send strength and comfort 
especially for those fighting covid-19 and those who 
care for our health. Merciful God, hear our prayer. 

For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. 
Be present with those who live in isolation or fear, 
especially those who are incarcerated or detained. 
Comfort all who are sick or grieving especially the 
family of Betty Jaber, Ray Wentz, Brad Wentz, 
Ashley Wright, Vincent Maloney, George Lyon, 
Sandra Schleske, Annalise Simmons, Helen Pedersen, 
Ann Kenyon, Tricia, Pam Clisham, Deanna Madarasz, 
Craig Anderson, Pastor Craig, Marilyn, Michael 
Rasmussen, Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Buddy and 
Sherri Scott, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Gail 
Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Geoff Kline, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine 
Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. In our joy and in our 
tears, be near us. Merciful God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your Word, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; First 
Congregational Church in Alameda, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, our Sunday School, and 
the East Bay Lutheran Youth Program. We give 
thanks for the fullness of the life of Marilyn Ohm-
Smith as she celebrates her birthday this week. 
Merciful God, hear our prayer. 

For this congregation and its ministries, we pray. 
Prepare children, teachers, and youth ministry 
directors for a new year of learning. Embolden our 
witness to invite others to the table. Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 

A moment is offered for prayers from the 
congregation 

For all the saints who confessed God’s name we give 
thanks. May we cling to the promise of our risen 
Savior, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. Merciful God, hear our prayer. 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, 
and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through 
Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 

↑SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 

 
OFFERING           
The offering baskets will not be passed through the 
congregation at this time. Please place your offering in 
the basket placed on the stand in the middle aisle of the 
sanctuary. 
                       

↑LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 
 

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
↓BLESSING 

May the God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 
Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you the 
path of life this day and always. Amen. 
 

↓HYMN     We Are Marching in the Light of God  
#866  

We are marching in the light of God, 
we are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching in the light of God, 
we are marching in the light of God. 
 

We are marching, (marching,  
     we are marching, marching,) 
we are marching in the light of God. 
We are marching, (marching,  
     we are marching, marching,) 
we are marching in the light of God. 
 

We are praying in the light of God, 
we are praying in the light of God. 
We are praying in the light of God, 
we are praying in the light of God. 
 

We are praying, (praying, we are praying, praying,) 
we are praying in the light of God. 
We are praying, (praying, we are praying, praying,) 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984 
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp. 

 
 



↓DISMISSAL 
 Go in peace. Love your neighbor. Thanks be to God. 

↓POSTLUDE    
We Are Marching in the Light/Send Me Jesus 

 Tunes: Siyahamba/Thuma Mina, South African 
arr. Mark Sedio  ©1997 Augsburg Fortress 

 
 

Many worshippers choose to stay in the sanctuary 
to listen to the musical postlude (3-4 minutes). 

 
All music and liturgy used with permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Sundays and Seasons Subscription SB132990 and 

One License A-706480. All rights reserved. 


