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Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, again and again,  
to “listen up!”—to heed the word that gives life. 

 So it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and the early church at Colossae.  
So it is today as we join the assembly to hear the word of God, the word of life. 

 
WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH. You are invited to join with us as we seek to be God's loving community for all 
who enter here.  You are received as a friend . . . 
• just as you are, created by God. 
• whatever your color, culture and customs, your age, abilities, sexual orientation or gender identity.  
• wherever circumstances find you… in the midst of change or challenge or pain, in need of strength and hope, or in search 

of spiritual fullness and friendship. 
• whether you are a new visitor or an old friend, have no church home, have doubts or do not believ e, or want to follow 

Christ and pursue peace and justice in Christ's name. 
You are embraced as an expression of the diversity and beauty of the creation God has given us.  
You are welcome here! 
 

The presence of children is a gift to the church and a reminder that our congregation is growing.   
Please welcome our youngest brothers and sisters and give a smile of encouragement to their paren ts.



☩ THE SERVICE ☩
ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

PRELUDE          Gunther Hofmann 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

(Arrows indicate when the congregation may sit ↓ or 
stand ↑ as able. Bold print are responses spoken by 
the congregation.) 

 
↑CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose 
steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path  
but have chosen our own way. Instead of putting 
others before ourselves, we long to take the best 
seats at the table. When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. Save us from 

ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 

Hear the good news! God does not deal with us 

according to our sins but delights in granting pardon 

and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves. 

Amen. 
 

↑ HYMN:      Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather   
#530 vs. 1, 3, 4 

1. Here, O Lord, your servants gather, hand we link  
with hand; 

   looking toward our Savior’s cross, joined in love  
we stand. 

   As we seek the realm of God, we unite to pray: 
   Jesus, Savior, guide our steps, for you are the  

Way. 
3. Nature’s secrets open wide, changes never  

cease. 
   Where, oh where, can weary souls find the source  

of peace? 
   Unto all those sore distressed, torn by endless  

strife: 
   Jesus, healer, bring your balm, for you are the  

Life. 
4. Grant, O God, an age renewed, filled with  

deathless love; 

   help up as we work and pray, send us from  
above 

   truth and courage, faith and pow’r, needed in our  
strife: 

   Jesus, master, be our Way, be our Truth, our Life. 
 

↑PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Let us pray.  Eternal God, you draw near to us in 
Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the 
cares of our lives, make us attentive to your 
presence, that we may treasure your word above 
all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

☩ WORD ☩ 

↓ FIRST READING                     Genesis 18:1-10a 
1The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of 
Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the 
heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men 
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from 
the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down 
to the ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I find favor with 
you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water 
be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves 
under the tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you 
may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass 
on—since you have come to your servant.” So they 
said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham hastened 
into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly 
three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make 
cakes.” 7Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, 
tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who 
hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took curds and milk 
and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before 
them; and he stood by them under the tree while 
they ate. 
 9They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” 
And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10aThen one said, “I 
will surely return to you in due season, and your 
wife Sarah shall have a son.” 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 

↓Psalm 15 (read responsively) 
1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
 Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is  
    right, who speak the truth from their heart;  
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no  
     evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit  



     upon a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they  

    honor those who fear the LORD. They have   
    sworn upon their health and do not take back                                                                   

     their word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor  

     do they take bribes against the innocent. Those  
     who do these things shall never be overthrown.  

↓SECOND READING                     Colossians 1:15-28 
15[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation;16for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or powers—all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17He himself is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is 
the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
might come to have first place in everything. 19For in 
him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by 
making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 21And you who were once estranged and hostile in 
mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled in 
his fleshly body through death, so as to present you 
holy and blameless and irreproachable before him—
23provided that you continue securely established 
and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the 
hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which 
has been proclaimed to every creature under 
heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel. 
 24I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your 
sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is 
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, 
that is, the church. 25I became its servant according 
to God’s commission that was given to me for you, 
to make the word of God fully known, 26the mystery 
that has been hidden throughout the ages and 
generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 
27To them God chose to make known how great 
among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of 
this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory. 28It is he whom we proclaim, warning 
everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so 
that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

↓GOSPEL                                      Luke 10:38-42 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 10th 

chapter.                 Glory to you, O Lord. 

38Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, 
he entered a certain village, where a woman named 
Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She had a 
sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and 
listened to what he was saying. 40But Martha was 
distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him 
and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has 
left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to 
help me.” 41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, 
Martha, you are worried and distracted by many 
things; 42there is need of only one thing. Mary has 
chosen the better part, which will not be taken 
away from her.” 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.    

Praise to you, O Christ. 

↓SERMON             

↓HYMN   Open Your Ears, O Faithful People    #519 
1 Open your ears, O faithful people, 
 open your ears and hear God's word. 
 Open your hearts, O royal priesthood, 
 God has come to you. 
 

Refrain 
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 

 God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 
 God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
 God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 

2 They who have ears to hear the message, 
 they who have ears, now let them hear; 
 they who would learn the way of wisdom, 
 let them hear God's word.  Refrain 
 

Text: Hasidic traditional; Willard F. Jabusch, b. 1930, English version 
Text © 1966, 1982 Willard F. Jabusch, admin. OCP Publications 

 
↑ APOSTLES’ CREED                                    page 105 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  
 heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
 the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose  

 again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at  
 the right hand of the Father, and he will come  

 to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of  

 sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
 everlasting. Amen.  

 
↑PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

(The congregation is encouraged to take the position which is 
most prayerful to you.)   
 

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for 

the church, the creation, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Ever-present God, in Christ you fill all things. As your 
church gathers to hear your word, share your meal, 
and receive your blessing, teach us to welcome 

strangers as we have been welcomed by you. God of 
grace, hear our prayer. 

Through Christ you created all things, visible and 

invisible. Teach humankind to honor and protect all 
creation, including living things that remain hidden 

from our eyes such as air, atmosphere, molecules, 
and microscopic creatures. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 

Through Christ you reconcile all things. Motivate 
those in power to end enslavement, 
dehumanization, or brutality of any kind (in the 
spirit of Bartolomé de Las Casas, whom we 
commemorate today) and to protect and improve 
the lives of Indigenous peoples. God of grace, hear 

our prayer. 

Great Physician, where there is illness, bring healing. 
We pray you will send strength and comfort 

especially for those fighting covid-19 and those who 
care for our health. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Through Christ you bring peace. Assure all who are 

worried and distracted by many things of your 
constant presence. Soothe those suffering in mind, 

body, or spirit. Sustain all who are afflicted and 
those who serve as caregivers especially the family 
of Bill Pond, Brad Wentz, Mike Dow, Ashley Wright, 
Vincent Maloney, George Lyon, Sandra Schleske, 
Annalise Simmons, Helen Pedersen, Ann Kenyon, 
Tricia, Pam Clisham, Deanna Madarasz, Craig 
Anderson, Pastor Craig, Marilyn, Michael 
Rasmussen, Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Buddy and 
Sherri Scott, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Gail 
Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Geoff Kline, Michael 

Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine 

Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. God of grace, hear 
our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your Word, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; the 
Christ Episcopal Church in Alameda Alameda, the 
Lutheran Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the 
Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes, our Sunday 
School, and the East Bay Lutheran Youth Program. 
We give thanks for the fullness of the life of Harvey 
Blomberg as he celebrates his birthday this week. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

In Christ you make your word fully known. Inspire 
this worshiping community (congregation may be 

named) to abide fully in your word as we sit at the 
feet of Jesus. Bless the ministry of teachers and 

Bible study leaders. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 

 

A moment is offered for prayers from the 
congregation 

In Christ you brought forth the firstborn from the 

dead. We give thanks for the saints you have 
gathered at your table. Gather us with them in your 
eternal glory. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and 
filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken 
prayers and those in our hearts into your holy 

keeping. Amen. 
 
↑SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

  OFFERING           
  We will not be passing the offering baskets through the    
  congregation at this time. Please place your offering in  
  the basket placed on the stand in the middle aisle of the  
  sanctuary.                     

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



↑LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 
 

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
↑BLESSING 

May the God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 
Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you the 
path of life this day and always. Amen. 
 

↓HYMN        When Morning Gilds the Skies 
#853  vs. 1, 4, 5 

1 When morning gilds the skies, 
 my heart awaking cries: 
 may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 When evening shadows fall, 
 this rings my curfew call: 
 may Jesus Christ be praised! 

4 Let all of humankind 
 in this their concord find: 
 may Jesus Christ be praised! 
 Let all the earth around 
 ring joyous with the sound: 
 may Jesus Christ be praised! 

5 Sing, sun and stars of space, 
 sing, all who see his face, 
 sing, "Jesus Christ be praised!" 
 God's whole creation o'er, 
 today and evermore 
 shall Jesus Christ be praised! 
 

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt. 

↓DISMISSAL 
 Go in peace. Love your neighbor. Thanks be to God. 
 

↓POSTLUDE              Gunther Hofmann 
 

Many worshippers choose to stay in the sanctuary 
to listen to the musical postlude (3-4 minutes). 

 

 

All music and liturgy used with permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Sundays and Seasons Subscription SB132990 and 

One License A-706480. All rights reserved. 


