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Paul now enters a curious and unique place on his ministry journey:  
the diverse and inclusive city of Athens.  

Among all the philosophies and views there, is there an audience for the gospel of Jesus? 

 
WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH. You are invited to join with us as we seek to be God's loving community for all 
who enter here.  You are received as a friend . . . 
• just as you are, created by God. 
• whatever your color, culture and customs, your age, abilities, sexual orientation or gender identity.  
• wherever circumstances find you… in the midst of change or challenge or pain, in need of strength and hope, or in search 

of spiritual fullness and friendship. 
• whether you are a new visitor or an old friend, have no church home, have doubts or do not believe, or want to follow 

Christ and pursue peace and justice in Christ's name. 
You are embraced as an expression of the diversity and beauty of the creation God has given us.  
You are welcome here! 
 

The presence of children is a gift to the church and a reminder that our congregation is growing.   
Please welcome our youngest brothers and sisters and give a smile of encouragement to their parents.



☩ THE SERVICE ☩
ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

PRELUDE       I Love to Tell the Story 

Tune:  William G. Fischer, arr. William M. Felton 
©1940 by Theodore Presser Co.   

Used with permission under One License A-706480 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

(Arrows indicate when the congregation may sit ↓ or 
stand ↑ as able. Bold print are responses spoken by 
the congregation.) 

 
↑CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

Lord of life, 
Though you have made all things new, we still cling 
to the old. Forgive us when we doubt your 
presence, resist your call, and lose heart in the face 
of challenges. Remind us that you are bigger than 
our problems, our petty concerns, and foolish 

preoccupations, and restore us with your all-
consuming love. Amen. 

Jesus is risen indeed, and we have received the 
most precious blessing: life eternal in his kingdom. 
Neither sin nor evil has the power to separate us 

from the One who loves us, and the One who 
forgives us in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
↑PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  God of all nations,  
Your word reaches every corner of the earth. Open 
our ears to your word, and our hearts to those 
around us who do not speak as we do, for the sake 
of your Son Jesus, who loved and embraced us all. 
Amen. 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

↓GOSPEL                                      John 1:16-18 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st 
chapter.                 Glory to you, O Lord. 

16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one 
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is 

close to the Father’s heart, who has made him 
known. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 

↓READING                                    Acts 17:16-31 
 

16While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was 
deeply distressed to see that the city was full of 
idols. 17So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews 
and the devout persons, and also in the marketplace 
every day with those who happened to be there. 
18Also some Epicurean and Stoic philosophers 
debated with him. Some said, “What does this 
babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be 
a proclaimer of foreign divinities.” (This was 
because he was telling the good news about Jesus 
and the resurrection.) 19So they took him and 
brought him to the Areopagus and asked him, “May 
we know what this new teaching is that you are 
presenting? 20It sounds rather strange to us, so we 
would like to know what it means.” 21Now all the 
Athenians and the foreigners living there would 
spend their time in nothing but telling or hearing 
something new. 
22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and 
said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 
are in every way. 23For as I went through the city 
and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, 
I found among them an altar with the inscription, 
‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship 
as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who 
made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord 
of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made 
by human hands, 25nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he 
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to 
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of 
their existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, 27so that they would search 
for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—
though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 
28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 
as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we 
too are his offspring.’ 29Since we are God’s offspring, 
we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and 
imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked 
the times of human ignorance, now he commands 



all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has 
fixed a day on which he will have the world judged 
in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 
him from the dead.” 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.       
Thanks be to God. 
 

↓SERMON               

↓HYMN     How Great Thou Art #856 vs. 1&2 

1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
 consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

 I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
 thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 
 

Refrain 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
 how great thou art! How great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
 how great thou art! How great thou art! 
 

2 When through the woods and forest glades I 
wander, 

 I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
 when I look down from lofty mountain 

grandeur 
 and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  

Refrain 
Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989. 

Text © 1953 S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc.  

 
↑ APOSTLES’ CREED                                      page 105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  
 heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
 the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose  
 again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at  
 the right hand of the Father, and he will come  
 to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of  
 sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
 everlasting. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
(The congregation is encouraged to take the position which is 
most prayerful to you.)   
 

Confident in your abundant grace, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need. 

 

   A brief silence. 
 

Your servant, Paul, is a model for approaching the  
other and sharing the gospel in a spirit of generosity  
and openness. May we follow his lead and  
respectfully accompany those whom we serve,  
rather than preaching without listening or insisting  

that others agree with us. Risen Lord, hear our 
prayer. 

 

We too are your offspring, O Lord, created in your 
very image to give glory to you. Forgive us when we 
try to re-create you in an image of our own 
choosing, for reasons which do not honor you, and 
return us to our true identity as your children. Risen 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

There are fewer and fewer places like the 
Areopagus, where each may share their own 

experience and have their views heard and 
accepted. We are quick to judge, disqualify, and 

justify rather than opening ourselves to being 
transformed in the presence of one another. Expand 
our horizons to include more than just those who 
agree with us, and whom we consider part of us. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks, Great Physician, for the many 
ways you have given to resist Covid-19. We thank 
you for vaccines and medications to treat infection. 
We give you thanks for doctors, nurses, research 
personnel and front line workers. Though we find 
ourselves in a less precarious place than we have 

over the last two years, we continue to pray for the 
health and safety of all in light of the COVID-19 

virus. Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

When assumptions and self-righteousness are 

released, healing can begin. Free us of all that holds 
us prisoner without our realizing it, and make us 

agents of your renewal. Bless today those whom we 
bring before you, especially Vincent Maloney, 
George Lyon, Sandra Schleske, Greg Bryant, Annalise 

Simmons, Susan Widule, Helen Pedersen, Ann 
Kenyon, Tricia, Pam Clisham, Deanna Madarasz, 

Craig Anderson, Pastor Craig, Carmen Bryant, 
Carmen Smith, Marilyn, Michael Rasmussen, Hilke 

de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Buddy and Sherri Scott, 



Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Gail Cromack, Kate 
Ganschow, Geoff Kline, Michael Lamb, Maddy 

Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine Winberg and 
Dorothy Wingire. Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your Word, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Alameda Korean Presbyterian Church, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, our Sunday School, and 
the East Bay Lutheran Youth Program. We give 
thanks for the fullness of the lives of Brendan Mills, 
John Kofranek, Demeter Lamb and Candace 
Gutleben as they celebrate their birthdays this 
week. Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

We are a motley and diverse group, your saints. 
Thank you for making us different from one 
another, yet united in your love and redeemed by 
your salvation. Risen Lord, hear our  prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 

 

A moment is offered for prayers from the 
congregation 

We have indeed received grace upon grace from 
you, loving God. Accept these our prayers and use 
them to transform hearts and lives. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 
 
↑SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING           
We will not be passing the offering baskets through the 
congregation at this time. Please place your offering in 
the basket placed on the stand in the middle aisle of the 
sanctuary. 
                       

↑LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 
 

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
↑BLESSING 
May God, the Author of life, Christ, the living 
Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

↓HYMN  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  
#834 vs. 1&3 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of 
Days, 

 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 

3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 

 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
 we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 

 and wither and perish, but naught changeth 
thee. 

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. 

↑DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
↓POSTLUDE    Blessed Assurance 

Tune: Phoebe P. Knapp  arr. Mark Sedio 
c. 2005 Augsburg Fortress  Used with permission under  

One License A-706480. All rights reserved 
   

Many worshippers choose to stay in the sanctuary 
to listen to the musical postlude (3-4 minutes). 

 
 

 
 


