
 
 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1323 Central Ave, Alameda CA    (510) 522-5220 
Anchored in Faith.  Serving Our Neighbor.  Singing God’s Praise. 

 
Mission: To be a caring and diverse community of people who know and share  

the love of God through Jesus Christ. 

 

Paul’s Conversion 
May 1, 2022 

 
www.trinityalameda.org  

Rev. Stephanie Johnson, Pastor (510) 846-0883 
Rev. Craig Minich, Pastor: East Bay Lutheran Youth Program 

Paul Larson, Interim Youth Director: East Bay Lutheran Youth Program 
Rev. Ned O’Donnell, Pastor: Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes 

_____________________________________________________________________     ______     __ 

Saul is one of the best-known—and feared—persecutors of the fledgling Christian church.  
If there’s anyone who knows, without a doubt, what he stands for and what he’s about, it’s Saul. 

Surely such a man couldn’t be thwarted by one unsettling journey? 

 
WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH. You are invited to join with us as we seek to be God's loving community for all 
who enter here.  You are received as a friend . . . 
• just as you are, created by God. 
• whatever your color, culture and customs, your age, abilities, sexual orientation or gender identity.  
• wherever circumstances find you… in the midst of change or challenge or pain, in need of strength and hope, or in search 

of spiritual fullness and friendship. 
• whether you are a new visitor or an old friend, have no church home, have doubts or do not believe, or want to follow 

Christ and pursue peace and justice in Christ's name. 
You are embraced as an expression of the diversity and beauty of the creation God has given us.  
You are welcome here! 
 

The presence of children is a gift to the church and a reminder that our congregation is growing.   
Please welcome our youngest brothers and sisters and give a smile of encouragement to their parents.



☩ THE SERVICE ☩
ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

PRELUDE   Here I Am, Lord   Music:  Daniel L. Schutte 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

(Arrows indicate when the congregation may sit ↓ or 
stand ↑ as able. Bold print are responses spoken by 
the congregation.) 
 
↑CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

Lord of life, 
Though you have made all things new, we still cling 
to the old. Forgive us when we doubt your 
presence, resist your call, and lose heart in the face 
of challenges. Remind us that you are bigger than 
our problems, our petty concerns, and foolish 
preoccupations, and restore us with your all-
consuming love. Amen. 

Jesus is risen indeed, and we have received the 
most precious blessing: life eternal in his kingdom. 
Neither sin nor evil has the power to separate us 
from the One who loves us, and the One who 
forgives us in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
↑PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  Mysterious Lord  
You choose and use the most unlikely people for 
your work. Show us the path you have prepared 
for us, and give us all your strength and courage 
to follow. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

↓ CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
↓GOSPEL                                            Matthew 6:24 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 6th 
chapter.                 Glory to you, O Lord. 

24“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will 
either hate the one and love the other, or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 

↓READING                                    Acts 9:1-19a 
 

1Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder 
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues 
at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged 
to the Way, men or women, he might bring them 
bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along 
and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground 
and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do 
you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, 
Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and you 
will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who 
were traveling with him stood speechless because 
they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up 
from the ground, and though his eyes were open, 
he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand 
and brought him into Damascus. 9For three days he 
was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named 
Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” 
He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11The Lord said to 
him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, 
and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus 
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he 
has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in 
and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his 
sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard 
from many about this man, how much evil he has 
done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has 
authority from the chief priests to bind all who 
invoke your name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, 
for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring 
my name before Gentiles and kings and before the 
people of Israel; 16I myself will show him how much 
he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17So 
Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his 
hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has 
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight 
was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 
19and after taking some food, he regained his 
strength.  
 

Word of God, Word of Life.       
Thanks be to God. 
 



↓SERMON               

↑ APOSTLES’ CREED                                      page 105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  
 heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
 the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose  
 again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at  
 the right hand of the Father, and he will come  
 to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of  
 sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
 everlasting. Amen.  
 
↑PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

(The congregation is encouraged to take the position which is 
most prayerful to you.)   
 

Confident in your abundant grace, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need. 

 

   A brief silence. 
 

Your persecutor, Saul, suffered a great shock on the  
way to becoming your servant, Paul. Awaken us  
where we have fallen asleep, and shake us out of  
harmful habits and destructive attitudes. Show us  
how to fully employ our best gifts to your glory.  
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lights may not blind us nor voices thunder in our 
ears, but the waters of this blue planet are steadily 
rising, and the effects of our abuse and neglect are 
unmistakable. Teach us to recognize and heed the 
warnings while we yet have a chance to be part of 
the solution in preserving our cosmic home. Risen 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Sometimes the unenviable task falls to us, and you 
ask us to face what we fear most. Give us the 
courage of Ananias, who though he was terrified, 
obeyed your command and followed, to the benefit 
of millions. Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks, Great Physician, for the many 
ways you have given to resist Covid-19. We thank 
you for vaccines and medications to treat infection. 
We give you thanks for doctors, nurses, research 
personnel and front line workers. Though we find 
ourselves in a less precarious place than we have 
over the last two years, we continue to pray for the 

health and safety of all in light of the COVID-19 
virus. Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

Make the scales fall from our eyes and restore us to 
fullness of vision and strength by your spirit, O God 
of hope and healing. Send your mercy especially to 
George Lyon, Sandra Schleske, The family of Eleanor 
Treadwell, Greg Bryant, Annalise Simmons, Susan 
Widule, Helen Pedersen, Ann Kenyon, Tricia, Pam 
Clisham, Deanna Madarasz, Craig Anderson, Pastor 
Craig, Carmen Bryant, Carmen Smith, Marilyn, 
Michael Rasmussen, Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, 
Buddy and Sherri Scott, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, 
Gail Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Geoff Kline, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine 
Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Risen Lord, hear our 
prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your Word, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Alameda Christian Reformed Church, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, our Sunday School, and 
the East Bay Lutheran Youth Program. We give 
thanks for the fullness of the life of Chase Beardsley 
as he celebrates his birthday this week. Risen Lord, 
hear our prayer. 

Following the trail blazed by the earliest carriers of 
the Good News, we take our place in the line of 
redeemed saints whose joy it is to praise your name 
forever. Risen Lord, hear our  prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 

 

A moment is offered for prayers from the 
congregation 

Mighty and merciful God, you have provided us with 
everything we need to carry out the work before us. 
Accept our prayers and fortify us for the days to 
come. Amen. 
  

☩ MEAL ☩ 
↑SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING           
We will not be passing the offering baskets through the 
congregation at this time. Please place your offering in 
the basket placed on the stand in the middle aisle of the 
sanctuary. 
 



↑ GREAT THANKSGIVING                            Page 206 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

↑PREFACE FOR THE DAY 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering 
and death gave salvation to all.  You gather your 
people around the tree of the cross, transforming 
death into life.  And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
↑ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   (spoken)                   Page 207 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna, in the highest. 
Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 
Ho-sanna in the high-est. 

 
↑JESUS’ WORDS OF INSTITUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER     
                       

↑LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 
 

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
↑INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
  The risen Christ dwells with us here. 

  All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
↓DISTRIBUTION 
            
 
 
 

↑POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and give you peace.   
Amen. 

 
↑PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.   
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this 
bread and cup we have tasted the new heaven and 
earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send 
us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
↑BLESSING 
Go out into the world as the people of God in this 
place, and may the God who raised Jesus from  the 
dead grant you grace, the Son who gave his life for 

you give you peace, ☩ and the Spirit who is with 
you day by day, inspire you to greater service both 
now and forever more. Amen. 

 

↑DISMISSAL 
 May God, the Author of life, Christ, the living  
 Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

 ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
↓POSTLUDE 2 tunes for Take My Life, That I May Be 

Music: William Dexheimer Pharris;  
William H. Havergal 

   
             

Many worshippers choose to stay in the sanctuary 
to listen to the musical postlude (3-4 minutes). 

 
 

 
 


