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The Three Days encompass the time from Maundy Thursday evening through the evening of Easter Day. In 
particular, the services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Vigil of Easter unfold in a single movement, as 
the church each year makes the passage with Christ through death into life. At the heart of Maundy Thursday’s 
narrative is Jesus’ command that we love each other as he has loved us. We see this in his washing his disciples’ 

feet, offering bread and wine as his very body and blood, and finally offering up his life on the Cross.

 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩
PRELUDE   Let Us Break Bread   Charles Callahan 

Copyright (c) 2006 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of 
MorningStar Music Publishers. Used with permission under One 

License A-706480.  All rights reserved. 

 
HYMN       Three Holy Days Enfold Us Now         #930 
1 Three holy days enfold us now 
 in washing feet and breaking bread, 
 in cross and font and life renewed: 
 in Christ, God's firstborn from the dead. 

 
 

2 The myst'ry hid from ages past 
 is here revealed in word and sign, 
 for Jesus' story is our own: 
 new life through death is God's design. 
 

3 Christ, lifted high upon the tree, 
 before you ev'ry knee shall bend 
 and ev'ry tongue in praise proclaim: 
 "You are the Lord of all. Amen." 
 

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 
Text © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

 

 



SERMON  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have 
heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, death, 
and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and 
each other. This is the struggle to which we were 
called at baptism.  
Within the community of the church, God never 
wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of 
reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin 
against God and our neighbor, and enter the 
celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with 
God and with one another. 
All sit and keep silence for reflection and self-
examination. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given 
to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Mighty God,  
You bore your own suffering with dignity and 
mercy. Give us a measure of your mercy as we 
walk this road of sorrows by your side. In your holy 
name we pray. Amen. 

READING                             Psalm 26:3 
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I 
walk in faithfulness to you. 

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL                      John 19:23-30 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 19th 

chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took 
his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for 
each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic 
was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 
24So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but 
cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to 
fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my 
clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they 
cast lots.” 25And that is what the soldiers did. 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were 
his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his 
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 
beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is 
your son.” 27Then he said to the disciple, “Here is 
your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took 
her into his own home. 28After this, when Jesus 
knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to 
fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29A jar full of sour 
wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full 
of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his 
mouth. 30When Jesus had received the wine, he 
said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and 
gave up his spirit. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

LITANY    
Famous last words. 
There are books full of them. People who said 
memorable things on their deathbeds. 
Some darkly funny, some profound. 
We don’t always get a chance to utter well thought 
out last words. 
Death often takes us unawares, the space between 
words, instead of the period after them. 
So, the last words we do hear about have great 
meaning. 
These are people with one foot on earth and one in 
heaven. 
 
 



People who can tell us their final thoughts and 
observations as they near the end of their stay 
here. 
Jesus too had famous last words, several of them. 
“I thirst.” 
“Father, forgive them.” 
“It is finished.” 
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 
And these poignant words: “Woman, behold your 
son. Son, behold your mother.” 
Jesus gives Mary, his mother, to John the beloved 
disciple, to be mother and son, to care for each 
other, to comfort each other. 
Mary, a widow, will always have a home. 
John, a heartsick friend of Jesus, will always have a 
sweet reminder of him with Jesus’ much-loved 
mother. 
Even hanging on the cross in agony, Jesus thinks of 
those he cares for most on earth, his family. 
His great love extends past his pain to see that 
others will be all right. 
Can we have the compassion and strength to do 
that in our final hours? 
Can our famous last words be words of love? 
Can they be beautiful words of reconciliation and 
forgiveness and closure? 
When we are on the brink of eternity, can we offer 
words of light and hope to those we leave behind? 
Because there is so much to hope for, in this world 
and the next. 
There will always be troubles, but there will also 
always be beauty and brilliance. 
We pray for the gift of famous last words, 
Or even not so famous, but memorable to our loved 
ones. 
May we, like Jesus, give those we love to each 
other as gifts. 
Mary and John, our friends and families to one 
another. 
To hold each other close in this time of sorrow. 
And to be there, together, when the dawn will break 
at last. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN      Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless   #357 
1 Lamb of God, pure and sinless, 
 once on the cross an off'ring, 
 patient, lowly, guiltless, 
 forsaken in your suff'ring: 
 from sin's grasp you have torn us, 
 from gloom to hope have borne us. 
 Grant us your mercy, O Jesus. 
 

2 Lamb of God, pure and sinless, 
 once on the cross an off'ring, 
 patient, lowly, guiltless, 
 forsaken in your suff'ring: 
 from sin's grasp you have torn us, 
 from gloom to hope have borne us. 
 Grant us your mercy, O Jesus. 
 

3 Lamb of God, pure and sinless, 
 once on the cross an off'ring, 
 patient, lowly, guiltless, 
 forsaken in your suff'ring: 
 from sin's grasp you have torn us, 
 from gloom to hope have borne us. 
 Your peace be with us, O Jesus. Amen. 
 

Text: Nikolaus Decius, 1485-1550; tr. composite 
Text © 1978, 1999 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

 

A brief silence. 
 

Lord, you never missed a moment to show 
compassion to those around you. May we learn 
what it means to truly care for one another by your 
gracious example. Merciful God, hear our prayer. 

 

Creation weeps as you make your way toward the 
end, dear savior: an innocent lamb undeserving of 
death. Forgive the lack of vision that still destroys 
what is good, beautiful, and life-giving. Merciful 
God, hear our prayer. 

On this your final night on earth, gather us around 
your table to remember all that you have given up 
for us. Give us comfort in your presence and hope in 
your promises. Merciful God, hear our prayer. 

For those who suffer without complaining, those 
who struggle without sharing, and those who know 
no relief from pain, we ask your healing and 
compassion. Please bestow your grace most 
especially upon Annalise Simmons, Susan Widule, 
Helen Pedersen, Ann Kenyon, Tricia, Pam Clisham, 
Deanna Madarasz, Craig Anderson, Pastor Craig, 



Carmen Bryant, Carmen Smith, Marilyn, Michael 
Rasmussen, Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Buddy and 
Sherri Scott, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Gail 
Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Geoff Kline, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine 
Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Merciful God, hear 
our prayer. 

We pray for this congregation and all who gather to 
receive your body and blood this night. Fill us at this 
shared table and nourish us well to heed your 
example of grace. Merciful God, hear our prayer. 

With your mother Mary, your beloved disciple, and 
all those who first followed you, we grieve at the 
sight of your persecution and death. Strengthen us 
in the certain hope of your resurrection, when you 
will gather all to yourself. Merciful God, hear our  
prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 

 

A moment is offered for prayers from the congregation 

It is finished, Lord. But it is not the end. Accept our 
prayers and lift up our heads to behold your glory 
made complete on a cross. For the sake of our 
crucified Savior we pray. Amen. 
 

☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Pastor Stephanie will preside with the Words of 
Institution and lead us in the Lord’s Prayer. 

 Following the invitation to communion you will be 
invited to partake of the body and blood of Christ.  

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING           
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE FOR THE DAY 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. 
You gather your people around the tree of the 
cross, transforming death into life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (spoken)  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
JESUS’ WORDS OF INSTITUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                          
 

LORD’S PRAYER   
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Jesus, remember us in your love and teach us to 
pray… 
Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The night of your betrayal was your final meal with 
those whom you loved. Join us now in thanksgiving 
as we receive your body and blood, and along with 
it the promise of your eternal life. Come and eat, 
drink, and be made whole. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Lord Jesus, 
In this sacrament you strengthen us with the 
saving power of your suffering, death, and 
resurrection. May this holy gift of your body and 
blood so work in us that the fruits of your 
redemption will show forth in the way we live, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
The sacramental elements and vessels, linens, 
paraments, banners, and books are removed from 
the worship space. Psalm 22 is sung by a cantor. 
All depart in silence. There is no dismissal or final 
blessing. This service continues with our Good Friday 
service at 7:00pm tomorrow.  
 


