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The Three Days encompass the time from Maundy Thursday evening through the evening of Easter Day. In 
particular, the services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Vigil of Easter unfold in a single movement, as 

the church each year makes the passage with Christ through death into life. 

 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress;  
My eye wastes away from grief, my soul and body 
also. 
But I trust in you, O Lord;  
I say, “You are my God.” 
Let your face shine upon your servant;  
Save me in your steadfast love. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Passover Lamb,  
Even in death, you are the fulfillment of the 
prophecy, and the promise of coming redemption. 
Console us in our grief and do not let our eyes 

waver from you, in your most precious name. 
Amen. 
 

READING                       Psalm 31:9-18 
9Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; my 
eye wastes away from grief, my soul and body also. 
10For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with 
sighing; my strength fails because of my misery, and 
my bones waste away. 
11I am the scorn of all my adversaries, a horror to 
my neighbors, an object of dread to my 
acquaintances; those who see me in the street flee 
from me. 



12I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; I 
have become like a broken vessel. 
13For I hear the whispering of many— terror all 
around!— as they scheme together against me, as 
they plot to take my life. 
14But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” 
15My times are in your hand; deliver me from the 
hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in 
your steadfast love. 
17Do not let me be put to shame, O Lord, for I call on 
you; let the wicked be put to shame; let them go 
dumbfounded to Sheol. 
18Let the lying lips be stilled that speak insolently 
against the righteous with pride and contempt. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL                      John 19:31-42 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 19th 

chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

31Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did 
not want the bodies left on the cross during the 
sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day 
of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the 
legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies 
removed. 32Then the soldiers came and broke the 
legs of the first and of the other who had been 
crucified with him. 33But when they came to Jesus 
and saw that he was already dead, they did not 
break his legs. 34Instead, one of the soldiers pierced 
his side with a spear, and at once blood and water 
came out. 35(He who saw this has testified so that 
you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he 
knows that he tells the truth.) 36These things 
occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, 
“None of his bones shall be broken.” 37And again 
another passage of scripture says, “They will look on 
the one whom they have pierced.” 
38After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was 
a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of 
his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take 
away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; 
so he came and removed his body. 39Nicodemus, 
who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing 
about a hundred pounds. 40They took the body of 
Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, 
according to the burial custom of the Jews. 41Now 
there was a garden in the place where he was 

crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb 
in which no one had ever been laid. 42And so, 
because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and 
the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON 
 

BIDDING PRAYER 
Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church 
throughout the world. 

Silent prayer. 
Almighty and eternal God,you have shown your 
glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. By your Holy 
Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the 
world. Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your 
name, and bring the good news of salvation in Christ 
to all people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Silent prayer. 
Let us pray for Elizabeth and Megan our bishops, 
for Stephanie, Craig, Ned and Paul our pastors, for 
Michael and all servants of the church, and for all 
the people of God. 

Silent prayer. 
Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the 
church and makes it holy. Strengthen and uphold 
our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay 
leaders. Keep them in health and safety for the 
good of the church, and help each of us in our 
various vocations to do faithfully the work to which 
you have called us. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism and the 
recently baptized. 

Silent prayer. 
Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the 
church. Increase the faith and understanding of 
those new to your baptism. Give them new birth as 
your children, and keep them in the faith and 
communion of your holy church. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share 
our faith in Jesus Christ. 



Silent prayer. 
Almighty and eternal God, you give your church 
unity. Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your 
Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of 
faith, and keep us united in the fellowship of love. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear 
the word of God. 

Silent prayer. 
Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your 
promise to Abraham and your teaching to Moses. 
Hear our prayers that the people you called and 
elected as your own may receive the fulfillment of 
the covenant’s promises. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 
Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace 
all those who call out to you under different names. 
Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us 
more faithful witnesses of the love made known to 
us in your Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 

Silent prayer. 
Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity 
so that all may long to know you and find peace in 
you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your 
love and grace in the world and in the lives of 
Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as the one 
true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for God's creation. 

Silent prayer. 
Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a 
magnificent universe. Hold all the worlds in the 
arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment 
in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of 
the poor and oppressed. In your goodness, give 
wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may 
enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the 
goodness of your creation. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those in need. 

Silent prayer. 
Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the 
weary and new courage to those who have lost 
heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety 
to travelers, free those unjustly deprived of liberty, 
and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and 
disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in 
any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving 
your help in their need. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our 
Lord would have us ask. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE SOLEMN REPOACHES 
O my people, O my church, what have I done to 
you? How have I offended you? Answer me. 
I led you out of slavery into freedom, and delivered 
you through the waters of rebirth, but you have 
prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

 
 



O my people, O my church, what more could I have 
done for you? Answer me. 
Forty years I led you through the desert, feeding you 
with manna on the way; I saved you from the time 
of trial and gave you my body, the bread of heaven, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have 
done for you? Answer me. 
I led you on your way in a pillar of cloud and fire, 
but you led me to the judgment hall of Pilate; 
I guided you by the light of the Holy Spirit, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have 
done for you? Answer me. 
I planted you as my fairest vineyard, but you 
brought forth bitter fruit; I made you branches of 
the vine and never left your side, but you have 
prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have 
done for you? Answer me. 
I poured out saving water from the rock, but you 
gave me vinegar to drink; I poured out my life and 
gave you the new covenant in my blood, but you 
have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have 
done for you? Answer me. 
I gave you a royal scepter, but you gave me a crown 
of thorns; I gave you the kingdom and crowned you 
with eternal life, but you have prepared a cross for 
your Savior. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have 
done for you? Answer me. 
I struck down your enemies, but you struck my head 
with a reed; I gave you my peace, but you draw the 
sword in my name, and you have prepared a cross 
for your Savior. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have 
done for you? Answer me. 
I opened the waters to lead you to the promised 
land, but you opened my side with a spear; 
I washed your feet as a sign of my love, but you 
have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have 
done for you? Answer me. 
I lifted you up to the heights, but you lifted me high 
on a cross; I raised you from death and prepared for 
you the tree of life, but you have prepared a cross 
for your Savior. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have 
done for you? Answer me. 
I grafted you into my people Israel, but you made 
them scapegoats for your own guilt, and you have 
prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have 
done for you? Answer me. 
I came to you in the least of your brothers and 
sisters, but I was hungry and you gave me no food, 
thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger and 
you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 
clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

ADORATION OF THE CRUIFIED 
Take a moment in reflection of what you have heard 
and said this evening. When you are ready to leave, 
please take the cross you have been holding with 
you up the center aisle and place it at the foot of the 
black cloth. Leave your burdens there with the cross. 
Please exit through the open double doors to the 
side of the chancel and down the ramp. All depart in 
silence. There is no dismissal or final blessing.  
This service continues with our Easter Celebrations 
at 8:00am and 10:30am on Sunday. A special coffee 
fellowship will take place at 9:00am. 
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