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Pilate has the unenviable task of deciding the fate of an accused Jewish blasphemer.  
The religious issues are of no consequence to this Roman official,  

but sending an innocent man to death might agitate his conscience for a while. 
 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

PRELUDE                 Lament 
Wendy Stevens, used with permission 

https://composecreate.com/product/stay-the-course/ 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Merciful God, 
We walk through these forty days in somber 
realization that we have not been your faithful 

servants. We have helped ourselves before helping 
others. We have denied our belonging to you out 
of fear, embarrassment, or timidity. And we have 
abandoned those who need us the most: the 
tormented, the unfortunate, and the powerless. 
Forgive us, Lord, for all that we have done and not 
done, and grant us your promised peace. Amen. 

God has never abandoned us, even when we felt 
most alone. Be assured of your pardon through the 
mercy of Jesus Christ, who goes before you and bids 
you follow after. Receive God’s forgiveness with 
thanksgiving. Amen. 
 
 

https://composecreate.com/product/stay-the-course/


HYMN     O Sacred Head, Now Wounded   #351 
1 O sacred head, now wounded, 

with grief and shame weighed down, 
now scornfully surrounded 
with thorns, thine only crown; 
O sacred head, what glory, 
what bliss till now was thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, 
I joy to call thee mine. 

 

2 How pale thou art with anguish, 
 with sore abuse and scorn; 
 how does thy face now languish, 
 which once was bright as morn! 
 Thy grief and bitter passion 
 were all for sinners' gain; 
 mine, mine was the transgression, 
 but thine the deadly pain. 
 

3 What language shall I borrow 
to thank thee, dearest friend, 
for this thy dying sorrow, 
thy pity without end? 
Oh, make me thine forever, 
and should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never 
outlive my love to thee. 

 

3 Lord, be my consolation; 
shield me when I must die; 
remind me of thy passion 
when my last hour draws nigh. 
These eyes, new faith receiving, 
from thee shall never move; 
for all who die believing 
die safely in thy love. 

 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676,  

based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250; tr. composite 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O Lord,  
You stand unmoved by the clamor of the angry 
crowd. Show us what it means to truly surrender, 
trusting in your ultimate power over all the forces 
of darkness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Vicar Paul Larson 

☩ WORD ☩ 

READING                  Psalm 146 

1Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing 
praises to my God all my life long. 
3Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in 
whom there is no help. 
4When their breath departs, they return to the 
earth; on that very day their plans perish. 
5Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them; who keeps faith forever; 
7who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives 
food to the hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts 
up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the 
righteous. 
9The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds 
the orphan and the widow, but the way of the 
wicked he brings to ruin. 
10The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for 
all generations. Praise the Lord! 

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL                    John 19:1-16a 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 19th 

chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2And 
the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 3They 
kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” and striking him on the face. 4Pilate went out 
again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out 
to you to let you know that I find no case against 
him.” 5So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, 
“Here is the man!” 6When the chief priests and the 
police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify 
him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and 
crucify him; I find no case against him.” 7The Jews 
answered him, “We have a law, and according to 
that law he ought to die because he has claimed to 
be the Son of God.” 8Now when Pilate heard this, he 
was more afraid than ever. 9He entered his 
headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are 
you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10Pilate 
therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to 



me? Do you not know that I have power to release 
you, and power to crucify you?” 11Jesus answered 
him, “You would have no power over me unless it 
had been given you from above; therefore the one 
who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater 
sin.” 12From then on Pilate tried to release him, but 
the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are 
no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to 
be a king sets himself against the emperor.” 13When 
Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside 
and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called The 
Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. 14Now it 
was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it 
was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your 
King!” 15They cried out, “Away with him! Away with 
him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify 
your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have 
no king but the emperor.” 
16Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON              

HYMN       God Loved the World    #323 
1 God loved the world so that he gave  

his only Son the lost to save, 
that all who would in him believe 
should everlasting life receive. 

 

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 
who was made flesh and suffered death; 
all who confide in Christ alone  
are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 

3 If you are ill, if death draws near, 
this truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus rescues us from death; 
that is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

4 Be of good cheer, for God's own Son 
forgives all sins that you have done, 
and justified by Jesus' blood, 
your baptism grants the highest good. 

 

5 All glory to the Father, Son,  
and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To you, O blessed Trinity, 
be praise now and eternally! 

 

Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt. 

 

 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                        page 105 
Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ 
Creed. 

 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  
 heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
 the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; he  
 descended to the dead. On the third day he  
 rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is  
 seated at the right hand of the Father, and he  
 will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of  
 sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
 everlasting. Amen.   
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Confident in your abundant grace, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need. 

 

   A brief silence. 
 

God, we would sooner argue to justify ourselves 
than surrender and discover what treasures there 
may be in yielding to your will. Make Jesus our 
model of unwavering faithfulness and give us 
strength to be as courageous in the face of threats 
to our status and safety. Steadfast Lord, hear our 
prayer. 

 

The cries of “crucify!” still ring in our ears, every 
time an innocent is punished, every time a guilty 
one goes unquestioned, every time your creation 
suffers from abuse and misuse. Forgive us and show 
us the way that leads to life. Steadfast Lord, hear 
our prayer. 

The long-repentant season is nearly ended, and the 
day of reckoning is ever nearer. Accompany us on 
this journey, Lord, secure in the knowledge that 
your resurrection stands at the other end. Steadfast 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially for those in 
countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines. We pray for those enduring famine and 
hunger and for those experiencing homelessness. 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who will receive no 



medical care. Heal them with your loving might. 
Steadfast Lord, hear our prayer. 

For all with no voice, make us advocates, O God. For 
those who are lonely or feel abandoned, makes us 
companions. And for all who suffer any illness or 
trial, make us bringers of a healing word and a 
steadying hand. We ask your mercies especially 
upon the family and loved ones of Mary Moeller, 
Annalise Simmons, Susan Widule, Helen Pedersen, 
Ann Kenyon, Tricia, Pam Clisham, Deanna Madarasz, 
Craig Anderson, Pastor Craig, Carmen Bryant, 
Carmen Smith, Marilyn, Michael Rasmussen, Hilke 
de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Buddy and Sherri Scott, 
Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Gail Cromack, Kate 
Ganschow, Geoff Kline, Michael Lamb, Maddy 
Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine Winberg and 
Dorothy Wingire. Steadfast Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
United Lutheran Church in Oakland, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We give thanks for the 
fullness of the life of Nick Hayes as he celebrates his 
birthday this week. Steadfast Lord, hear our prayer. 

For all those who stood trials on behalf of your 
Gospel, and all who gave their lives in service to a 
larger truth, we give thanks. Join us to saints of old 
and those among us still, and number us among 
your redeemed. Steadfast Lord, hear our  prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 

 

A moment is offered for prayers from the 
congregation 

When prayers are not enough, move us to act as 
your faithful servants on earth, empowered by your 
spirit and inspired by your love. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER   
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Jesus, remember us in your love and teach us to 
pray… 
Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of 
gladness and strengthened for the journey. 
Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty,  

☩ bless you this day and always. Amen. 

HYMN     When I Survey the Wondrous Cross #803 
1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
 on which the prince of glory died, 
 my richest gain I count but loss 
 and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
 save in the death of Christ, my God; 
 all the vain things that charm me most, 
 I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 

3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
 sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
 Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
 or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
 that were a present far too small; 
 love so amazing, so divine, 
 demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Jesus meets you along the way. 
Thanks be to God. 


