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Every encounter with Jesus is unforgettable, and Pilate’s is no exception.  
However, his questions are not those of an inquiring disciple,  

but of one who holds authority over Jesus’ very life. 
 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

PRELUDE              Jesu dulcis memoria 

Tune:  melody pub. Andernach, 1608  
Setting:  Charles Callahan 

c. 2009 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP),  a division of MorningStar 
Music Publishers. Used with permission One License A-706480 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Merciful God, 

We walk through these forty days in somber 
realization that we have not been your faithful 
servants. We have helped ourselves before helping 
others. We have denied our belonging to you out 
of fear, embarrassment, or timidity. And we have 
abandoned those who need us the most: the 
tormented, the unfortunate, and the powerless. 
Forgive us, Lord, for all that we have done and not 
done, and grant us your promised peace. Amen. 

God has never abandoned us, even when we felt 
most alone. Be assured of your pardon through the 
mercy of Jesus Christ, who goes before you and bids 
you follow after. Receive God’s forgiveness with 
thanksgiving. Amen. 



 
HYMN        At the Name of Jesus   #416 
1 At the name of Jesus 
 ev'ry knee shall bow, 
 ev'ry tongue confess him 
 king of glory now. 
 It is God's good pleasure 
 we should call him Lord, 
 who from the beginning 
 was the mighty Word. 
 

2 At his voice creation 
 sprang at once to sight, 
 all the angel faces, 
 all the hosts of light, 
 thrones and dominations, 
 stars upon their way, 
 all the heav'nly orders 
 in their great array. 
 

3 Humbled for a season, 
 to receive a name 
 from the lips of sinners 
 unto whom he came, 
 faithfully he bore it 
 spotless to the last; 
 brought it back victorious 
 when from death he passed. 
 

4 In your hearts enthrone him; 
 there let him subdue 
 all that is not holy, 
 all that is not true. 
 Crown him as your captain 
 in temptation's hour; 
 let his will enfold you 
 in its light and pow'r. 
 

5 Christians, this Lord Jesus 
 shall return again 
 on the clouds of glory, 
 with his angel train; 
 for all wreaths of empire 
 meet upon his brow, 
 and our hearts confess him 
 king of glory now. 
 

Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817-1877 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. God of all truth,  
Your thoughts are well beyond our own. Challenge 
us to look beyond our narrow assumptions, into a 
wider vision of how the world could be, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Vicar Paul Larson 

☩ WORD ☩ 

READING               Psalm 145:10-13 

10All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and 

all your faithful shall bless you. 
11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and 

tell of your power, 
12to make known to all people your mighty deeds, 

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your 

dominion endures throughout all generations. The 

Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his 

deeds. 

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL                    John 18:28-40 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 18th 

chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

28Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s 
headquarters. It was early in the morning. They 
themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to 
avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the 
Passover. 29So Pilate went out to them and said, 
“What accusation do you bring against this man?” 
30They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, 
we would not have handed him over to you.” 
31Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and 
judge him according to your law.” The Jews replied, 
“We are not permitted to put anyone to death.” 
32(This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he 
indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 33Then 
Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned 
Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your 
own, or did others tell you about me?” 35Pilate 
replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and 
the chief priests have handed you over to me. What 
have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is 
not from this world. If my kingdom were from this 



world, my followers would be fighting to keep me 
from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my 
kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So 
you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am 
a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who 
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 38Pilate 
asked him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, 
he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find 
no case against him. 39But you have a custom that I 
release someone for you at the Passover. Do you 
want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 
40They shouted in reply, “Not this man, but 
Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON              

HYMN         Lamb of God     #336 

Your only Son, no sin to hide, but you have sent 
him from your side to walk upon this guilty sod and 
to become the Lamb of God. 

Refrain 
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy 
Lamb of God. Oh, wash me in your precious blood, 
my Jesus Christ, Lamb of God. 

Your gift of love we crucified. We laughed and 
scorned him as he died. The humble king we named 
a fraud and sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain 

I was so lost, I should have died, but you have 
brought me to your side to be led by your staff and 
rod and to be called a Lamb of God. Refrain 

Text: Twila Paris, b. 1958 Music: Twila Paris Text and Music c. 1985 Straightway Music/Mountain Spring 
Music 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                        page 105 
Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ 
Creed. 

 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  
 heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
 the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; he  
 descended to the dead. On the third day he  
 rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is  
 seated at the right hand of the Father, and he  

 will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of  
 sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
 everlasting. Amen.   
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Confident in your abundant grace, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need. 

 

   A brief silence. 
 

We all believe we know the way that things actually 
are, when really we have only a piece, one 
perspective on the bigger picture. Expand our minds 
and hearts to consider others’ views, experiences, 
and life situations, that we may grow closer in love 
and understanding. God of truth, hear our prayer. 

 

Injustice may be found wherever power is ill-gotten 
or abused. Shed light on scandalous abuses, 
unchecked greed, and horrific crimes against 
humanity. Heal the world and restore your suffering 
children. God of truth, hear our prayer. 

We see the signs of light returning, even as we 
march onward towards Calvary and the sacrificial 
love of our Savior’s gift to us. Teach us to find light 
in the dark places, and hold onto the hope you 
continue to offer us. God of truth, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially for those in 
countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines. We pray for those enduring famine and 
hunger and for those experiencing homelessness. 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who will receive no 
medical care. Heal them with your loving might. God 
of truth, hear our prayer. 

Sometimes we get it wrong, O Lord, and for this 
have mercy on us where we are truly repentant. 
Forgive our shortsightedness, pardon our weakness, 
and heal every infirmity which plagues us. Bestow 
your tender spirit upon all those in need of your 
healing, especially Annalise Simmons, Susan Widule, 
Helen Pedersen, Ann Kenyon, Tricia, Pam Clisham, 
Deanna Madarasz, Craig Anderson, Pastor Craig, 
Carmen Bryant, Carmen Smith, Marilyn, Michael 
Rasmussen, Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Buddy and 
Sherri Scott, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Gail 
Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Geoff Kline, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine 



Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. God of truth, hear 
our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; Twin 
Towers United Methodist Church in Alameda, the 
Lutheran Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the 
Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East 
Bay Lutheran Youth Program. We give thanks for the 
fullness of the lives of Judy Lamb, Calvin Moder, 
Catie Norboe and Susan Widule as they celebrate 
their birthdays this week. God of truth, hear our 
prayer. 

What joy to know that one need not be perfect to 
be counted among your saints, dear Lord. Consider 
us mercifully when you gather your children around 
your heavenly throne, clothed in light and crowned 
with salvation. God of truth, hear our  prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 

 

A moment is offered for prayers from the 
congregation 

When words fail, we trust you to hear the cries of 
our hearts, and we commend all those for whom we 
now pray to your loving care. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER   
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Jesus, remember us in your love and teach us to 
pray… 
Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of 
gladness and strengthened for the journey. 
Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty,  

☩ bless you this day and always. Amen. 
 

HYMN     Beneath the Cross of Jesus   #338 
1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 
 I long to take my stand; 
 the shadow of a mighty rock 
 within a weary land, 
 a home within a wilderness, 
 a rest upon the way, 
 from the burning of the noontide heat 
 and burdens of the day. 
 

2 Upon the cross of Jesus, 
 my eye at times can see 
 the very dying form of one 
 who suffered there for me. 
 And from my contrite heart, with tears, 
 two wonders I confess: 
 the wonder of his glorious love 
 and my unworthiness. 
 

3 I take, O cross, your shadow 
 for my abiding place; 
 I ask no other sunshine than 
 the sunshine of his face; 
 content to let the world go by, 
 to know no gain nor loss, 
 my sinful self my only shame, 
 my glory all, the cross. 
 

Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Jesus meets you along the way. 
Thanks be to God. 


