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It’s a dark night for Jesus—taken by force, and now required to defend himself to the authorities. 
If there’s one thing he could use, it’s the support of his closest followers.  

But at a time when all are about to be tested, even that might be too much to ask. 
 
 

 

 

 



☩ THE SERVICE ☩ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Merciful God, 

We walk through these forty days in somber 
realization that we have not been your faithful 
servants. We have helped ourselves before helping 
others. We have denied our belonging to you out 
of fear, embarrassment, or timidity. And we have 
abandoned those who need us the most: the 
tormented, the unfortunate, and the powerless. 
Forgive us, Lord, for all that we have done and not 
done, and grant us your promised peace. Amen. 

God has never abandoned us, even when we felt 
most alone. Be assured of your pardon through the 
mercy of Jesus Christ, who goes before you and bids 
you follow after. Receive God’s forgiveness with 
thanksgiving. Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Holy Lord,  

Your mercy is infinite and your forgiveness sure. Be 
patient with us when we fail you, and renew your 
promises within our sorrowful hearts, to the glory 
of your name. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Vicar Paul Larson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 

READING               Psalm 17:1-7 

1Hear a just cause, O Lord; attend to my cry; give ear 
to my prayer from lips free of deceit. 
2From you let my vindication come; let your eyes 
see the right. 
3If you try my heart, if you visit me by night, if you 
test me, you will find no wickedness in me; my 
mouth does not transgress. 
4As for what others do, by the word of your lips I 
have avoided the ways of the violent. 
5My steps have held fast to your paths; my feet have 
not slipped. 
6I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; 
incline your ear to me, hear my words. 
7Wondrously show your steadfast love, O savior of 
those who seek refuge from their adversaries at 
your right hand. 

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL                    John 18:12-27 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 18th 

chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

12So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police 
arrested Jesus and bound him. 
13First they took him to Annas, who was the father-
in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 
14Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews 
that it was better to have one person die for the 
people. 15Simon Peter and another disciple followed 
Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high 
priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the 
high priest, 16but Peter was standing outside at the 
gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the 
high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who 
guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. 17The 
woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this 
man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 
18Now the slaves and the police had made a 
charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were 
standing around it and warming themselves. Peter 
also was standing with them and warming himself. 
19Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his 
disciples and about his teaching. 20Jesus answered, 
“I have spoken openly to the world; I have always 



taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all 
the Jews come together. I have said nothing in 
secret. 21Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard 
what I said to them; they know what I said.” 22When 
he had said this, one of the police standing nearby 
struck Jesus on the face, saying, “Is that how you 
answer the high priest?” 23Jesus answered, “If I have 
spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have 
spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” 24Then 
Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
25Now Simon Peter was standing and warming 
himself. They asked him, “You are not also one of 
his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am 
not.” 26One of the slaves of the high priest, a 
relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, 
asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” 
27Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the 
cock crowed. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON              

APOSTLES’ CREED                                        page 105 
Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ 
Creed. 

 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  
 heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
 the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; he  
 descended to the dead. On the third day he  
 rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is  
 seated at the right hand of the Father, and he  
 will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of  
 sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
 everlasting. Amen.   
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Confident in your abundant grace, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need. 

 

   A brief silence. 
 

Your servant, Peter, is not alone in falling short of  
the mark, dear Lord. Forgive us when we deny our  
true identity as your children in order to please,  
placate or avoid giving offense to others. Faithful  
God, hear our prayer. 

 

In a world that still persecutes those who are 
different or dare to stand for a radical reordering of 
society, make us bold to confess the biggest rebel of 
all—our unwavering Savior and brother, Jesus 
Christ. Faithful God, hear our prayer. 

We would love to believe that, were we put to the 
test, we would be found loyal to our faith and to our 
God. Give us strength when we are pushed to try to 
escape from trials and avoid having to be 
courageous. Faithful God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially for those in 
countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines. We pray for those enduring famine and 
hunger and for those experiencing homelessness. 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who will receive no 
medical care. Heal them with your loving might. 
Faithful God, hear our prayer. 

Ever-loving Creator, you put no condition on your 
blessings, and offer healing at our most vulnerable, 
least attractive moments. Surround us with mercy 
and visit the sick and troubled with your renewing 
spirit, especially Annalise Simmons, Susan Widule, 
Helen Pedersen, Ann Kenyon, Tricia, Pam Clisham, 
Deanna Madarasz, Craig Anderson, Pastor Craig, 
Carmen Bryant, Carmen Smith, Marilyn, Michael 
Rasmussen, Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Buddy and 
Sherri Scott, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Gail 
Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Geoff Kline, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine 
Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Faithful God, hear 
our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Trinity Lutheran Curch in Oakland, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We give thanks for the 
fullness of the lives of Jackson Bohm, Karen Haines 
and Lou O’Connell as they celebrate their birthdays 
this week. Faithful God, hear our prayer. 

Blessed are those who were severely tested and 
prevailed, choosing your approval rather than that 
of the world. Make us worthy to stand at last in 
their company and share your blessed eternity with 
our brother and sister saints. Faithful God, hear our  
prayer. 



At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 

 

A moment is offered for prayers from the 
congregation 

We call upon you, and you answer us, O Lord. Into 
your hands we place these, our prayers, and entrust 
all whom we love, including ourselves and our lives, 
to your eternal mercy, In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER   
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Jesus, remember us in your love and teach us to 
pray… 
Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of 
gladness and strengthened for the journey. 
Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty,  

☩ bless you this day and always. Amen. 
 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Jesus meets you along the way. 
Thanks be to God. 


