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A Jewish leader seeks Jesus under cover of night to ask him  
the questions which plague his mind, safe from the criticism of his colleagues.  

What he gets is an education in keeping things hidden. 
 

 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

PRELUDE              Wade in the Water  
African American spiritual        Geoff Burnaford, flute 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Merciful Lord, 

We come before you with heavy hearts. We do not 
always follow our Savior’s lead. We insist on our 
own way, putting worldly things before you. We 
doubt, we discriminate; we scatter—preferring 
darkness to the brilliance of your truth. For all this 
we ask your mercy and forgiveness, that our hearts 
may be made clean again. Amen. 

As a loving shepherd gathers their sheep, so our 
Lord protects and cares for us. As patient as a 



parent for a wayward child, so is God’s mercy for us. 
Let us rejoice that we have received forgiveness, 
and that every day our Lord seeks to renew us in the 
image of our Creator, in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
HYMN                Baptized in Water  #456 

1 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
 cleansed by the blood of Christ our king: 
 heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, 
 faithfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

2 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
 dead in the tomb with Christ our king: 
 one with his rising, freed and forgiven, 
 thankfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

3 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
 marked with the sign of Christ our king: 
 born of the Spirit, we are God's children; 
 joyfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932 
Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Light of the world, 
Nothing can be hidden from you. Shed light on all 
the corners of our lives, and make us honest to 
bring our whole selves to you. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE     Vicar Paul Larson 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 

READING               Psalm  139:13-18 
13For it was you who formed my inward parts; you 
knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very 
well. 
15My frame was not hidden from you, when I was 
being made in secret, intricately woven in the 
depths of the earth. 

16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your 
book were written all the days that were formed for 
me, when none of them as yet existed. 
17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
How vast is the sum of them! 
18I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
I come to the end—I am still with you. 

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 

READING                           John 3:1-21 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader 
of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God; for no one can do these signs that 
you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus 
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 
4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born 
after having grown old? Can one enter a second time 
into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus 
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and 
Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I 
said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, 
and yet you do not understand these things? 11Very 
truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify 
to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our 
testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and 
you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, 
the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 16For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 17Indeed, 
God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. 18Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they have not believed 
in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the 
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and 
people loved darkness rather than light because their 



deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light 
and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may 
not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come 
to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their 
deeds have been done in God.” 

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                         
          
HYMN  Ask the Complicated Questions  ACS #1005 

1 Ask the complicated questions. 
 Do not fear to be found out; 
 for our God makes strong our weakness, 
 forging faith in fires of doubt. 
 

2 Seek the disconcerting answers, 
 follow where the Spirit blows; 
 test competing truths for wisdom, 
 for in tension new life grows. 
 

3 Knock on doors of new ideas, 
 test assumptions long grown stale, 
 for Christ calls from shores of wonder, 
 daring us to try and fail. 
 

4 For in struggle we discover 
 truth both simple and profound; 
 in the knocking, asking, seeking, 
 we are opened, answered, found. 
 

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984     Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc. 
 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                        page 105 
Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ 
Creed. 

 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  
 heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
 the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; he  
 descended to the dead. On the third day he  
 rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is  
 seated at the right hand of the Father, and he  
 will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of  
 sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
 everlasting. Amen.   
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

 

   A brief silence. 
 

We bring our doubts, our questions, our confusion  
before you, O Lord, knowing that nothing is foolish  
or unworthy of your time. Give us faith to trust your  
counsel and to learn from the messengers which  
you have sent throughout the ages. God of wisdom,  
hear our prayer. 

 

We are indeed fearfully and wonderfully made, 
along with your whole creation. Open our eyes to 
the wonders of this world, and humble us to be 
taught by all of nature, that we might learn respect 
and responsibility. God of wisdom, hear our prayer. 

So often the darkness suits us better than the light, 
when we hide in the shame of our memories, our 
shortcomings, our misdeeds. Bring us into the open 
where forgiveness is real and redemption is the 
cleansing our souls desire. God of wisdom, hear our 
prayer. 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially for those in 
countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines. We pray for those enduring famine and 
hunger and for those experiencing homelessness. 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who will receive no 
medical care. Heal them with your loving might. God 
of wisdom, hear our prayer. 

 

Give us daily chances to be reborn in you. Bless our 
lives and our loved ones with your healing presence, 
especially those whom we name before you: the 
family of Ron Hans, Susan Widule, Helen Pedersen, 
Ann Kenyon, Tricia, Carrie James, Abigail, Pam 
Clisham, Deanna Madarasz, Craig Anderson, Pastor 
Craig, Carmen Bryant, Carmen Smith, Marilyn, 
Michael Rasmussen, Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, 
Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, 
Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate 
Ganschow, Geoff Kline, Michael Lamb, Maddy 
Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine Winberg and 
Dorothy Wingire. God of wisdom, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran in Tiberon, the 
Lutheran Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Sierra 
Pacific Synod of the ELCA, the Lutheran Ministry to 
Nursing Homes, and the East Bay Lutheran Youth 



Program. We give thanks for the fullness of the lives 
of Jay Lamb and Ian Irish as they celebrate their 
birthdays this week. God of wisdom, hear our 
prayer. 

We are by no means the first to question, to 
wonder, to misunderstand. Generations have done 
so before us, and have found their peace in you. 
Join us with all the saints of every age, in your 
eternal communion where light shines perpetually. 
God of wisdom, hear our  prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 

 

A moment is offered for prayers from the 
congregation 

Hear our prayers, O Lord, and make of us the very 
answers we seek, light to the world and hope for 
your people. Amen. 

 

☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Today we will receive communion together in our homes.  
Pastor Stephanie will preside with the Words of 

Institution and lead us in the Lord’s Prayer. 
 Following the Lord’s Prayer you will be invited to partake 

of the body and blood of Christ.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Friends, we have gathered together around our 
many tables, trusting that through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, God is building a great table, 
one that transcends the distance between us. 

 

When Jesus took the bread and broke it in the 
presence of those disciples he walked with on the 
Emmaus road, they recognized him. 
May we, those who gather around Christ’s table, 
recognize him in this meal that unites us in Christ 
and with one another. 
May we find in this meal both compassion and joy,  
strength and consolation, healing and wholeness. 

*adapted from A Prayer for Communion When We Are Separated 
by April Fiet 

 

JESUS’ WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER   
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
May God, who leads you in pathways of 
righteousness, who rejoices over you, 

and who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out 
and your coming in, today and forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN        Born, Reborn           ACS #956 

Refrain 
 Born, reborn! Born, reborn! Formed, reformed! 
 Souls with gladness now adorned! 
 Born, reborn! Born, reborn! Formed, reformed! 
 Praise our God forevermore! 
 

1 Drown us. (Drown us.) Raise us. (Raise us.) 
Mark us. (Mark us.) Claim us! (Claim us!)  
Refrain 

 

2 Name us. (Name us.) Heal us. (Heal us.) 
 Wash us. (Wash us.) Seal us! (Seal us!)  Refrain 
 

Text: Justin Rimbo, b. 1980    Text © 2020 Augsburg Fortress 

DISMISSAL 
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good 
news. Thanks be to God. 


