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Yet another prophet promises God’s deliverance for the exiled nation of Israel.  
How much longer can they take it?  

Ezekiel’s vision must certainly be an illustration of a people desperate for life-giving breath. 
 

 
WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH. You are invited to join with us as we seek to be God's loving 
community for all who enter here.  You are received as a friend… 
• just as you are, created by God. 
• whatever your color, culture and customs, your age, abilities, sexual orientation or gender identity.  
• wherever circumstances find you… in the midst of change or challenge or pain, in need of strength and hope, or in    

 search of spiritual fullness and friendship. 
• whether you are a new visitor or an old friend, have no church home, have doubts or do not believe, or want  

 to follow Christ and pursue peace and justice in Christ's name. 
You are embraced as an expression of the diversity and beauty of the creation God has given us.  
You are welcome here! 
 

The presence of children is a gift to the church and a reminder that our congregation is growing.   
Please welcome our youngest brothers and sisters and give a smile of encouragement to their parent.



☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

PRELUDE  Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
Starr Brown, Musician 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
(Arrows indicate when the congregation may sit ↓ or 
stand ↑ as able. Bold print are responses spoken by the 
congregation.) 
 

↓ LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH:  

We praise you, O God, for this beacon of light 
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s 
advent. As we light the candles marking our 
Advent journey, kindle within us the fire of your 
Spirit, that we may be light shining in the 
darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we 
may welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming 
is certain and whose day draws near. Amen. 
Light two candles. 

 
↑ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 Let us confess our sins before God and one 

another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Faithful God, 

Your promises have never wavered, and yet we 
are not always willing to believe them. We 
descend into our own despair, unable to see 
past our immediate concerns. We drag others 
down with us and live to complain and 
commiserate. We ignore the miracles right in 
front us. Forgive us for living such small lives, O 
Lord, and restore in us the wonder of what it is 
to be your people. Amen. 

God is faithful; God is merciful; God does not 
hold our sins against us! For this we give you 
thanks, O Lord. Receive the assurance of your 
deliverance by the One who promised from of 
old to set us free, and who seeks and finds us to 
this very day. Alleluia! Amen. 

 
 
 
 

↑ GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 

 
↑ PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Holy Lord, 
In the darkest of times, your promises remain. 
Give us hope when we are tempted to despair, 
and keep the reminders of your mercy ever 
before us. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 

↑ GOSPEL                 John 11:25-26 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 11th      
 chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

↓ READING             Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he 
brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 
bones. 2He led me all around them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very 
dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 
4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, 
and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: 
I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 
live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh 
to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 
put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 
shall know that I am the Lord.” 7So I prophesied 
as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, 
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them; 



but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said 
to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord 
God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood 
on their feet, a vast multitude. 11Then he said to 
me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our 
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 
12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says 
the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 
13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within 
you, and you shall live, and I will place you on 
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 
Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord. 

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 

↓ SERMON            Vicar Paul Larsen
            
↑ APOSTLES’ CREED                                        page 105 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed. 

 

Let us profess our faith in the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 
 
 
 
 

↑ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

     Israel had so lost hope that it was as though they 
     had died. Show us the places where we have 
     become resigned and have given up—on our 
     dreams, on others, on ourselves. Nothing is truly 
     lost with you, O Lord. May bones reanimated be 
     our reminder and our motivation to start again.  
     Life giving God, hear our prayer. 

 

In war zones, droughts and famines, disaster 
areas and places of mass persecution, breathe 
your spirit of life where hope has dried up. Use 
your people to minister to one another’s needs 
and to restore a sense of what is possible. Life-
giving God, hear our prayer. 
 

Bless the work of healers, caregivers, and all 
those who work tirelessly to find new treatments 
and cures for chronic diseases. Inspire them to 
discover what they never imagined could be 
done, and to use their talents for the benefit of 
many. Life-giving God, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, 
for those suffering lasting effects from the virus, 
and for medical workers. We pray especially for 
those in countries and regions with limited 
access to vaccines. We pray for those enduring 
famine and hunger and for those experiencing 
homelessness. We pray for all who are ill, for all 
who will receive no medical care. Heal them with 
your loving might. Life-giving God, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Those who believe in you—even though they 
die—will live. This is a lofty promise, but one 
which you deliver to all who put their faith in 
you. Impart your healing to us all this day, 
especially the family of Duane Ewaldt, Craig 
Anderson, Pastor Craig, Carmen Bryant, Carmen 
Smith, Marilyn, Michael Rasmussen, Hilke de 
Arce, Jackson Bohm, Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly 
Wentz, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, 
Gail Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Geoff Kline, 
Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, 
Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Life-
giving God, hear our prayer. 

 

 



We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for 
Trinity Church Council, the priesthood of all 
believers; Miracles of Faith Community Church in 
Oakland, the Lutheran Church of Kagitumba in 
Rwanda, the Lutheran Ministry to Nursing 
Homes, and the East Bay Lutheran Youth 
Program. We pray for the fullness of the lives of 
Richard Domholt, Tim Hebel and Ginny Ostergren 
as they celebrate their birthdays this week. Life-
giving God, hear our prayer. 

They who once were dead are now alive in you. 
We have no fear of death because we belong to 
you. Join us with the saints in never-ending 
praise to our loving and redeeming Creator. Life-
giving God, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers 
of your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

A moment is offered for prayers from the 
congregation 

Renew our strength and rekindle our zeal for 
your word and your work in this world, and make 
of us the living answers to prayer for the sake of 
all whom you love. Amen. 

 

↑ SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 

 

↓ OFFERING           
We will not be passing the offering baskets through the 
congregation at this time. Please place your offering in 
the basket placed on the stand in the middle aisle of the 
sanctuary.  

 

↑ LORD’S PRAYER   
You are invited to pray in the version or language of 
your choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
↑ BLESSING 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for 
whom we wait. Amen. 

 

↑ DISMISSAL 
Go in Peace. Christ is near.   
Thanks be to God. 

   
↓ POSTLUDE   
             Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn  

Starr Brown, Musician 
 

Many worshippers choose to stay in the sanctuary 
to listen to the musical postlude (3-4 minutes). 

 


