
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1323 Central Ave, Alameda CA 510-522-5220 
Anchored in Faith.  Serving Our Neighbor.  Singing God’s Praise.  

 
 

December 24, 2021 5:00pm             
 Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service 

 
www.trinityalameda.org  

Stephanie Johnson, Pastor (510) 846-0883 
Craig Minich, Pastor: East Bay Lutheran Youth Program 

Ned O’Donnell, Pastor: Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes 

 
 



 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 
 
HYMN                                                         O Come, All Ye Faithful                 #283 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 come and behold him, 
 born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 
 

2 The highest, most holy, 
 light of light eternal, 
 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

 Son of the Father 
 now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
 sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 Glory to God 
 in the highest:  Refrain 
 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
 born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
 Word of the Father, 
 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 

 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 

 
CHRISTMAS DIALOG AND GREETING 
  A child is born! God’s son has come to us! 
  Glory to God in the highest heaven!  
  Do not be afraid—this is good news! 
  Glory to God in the highest heaven! 
  Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice! 
  Glory to God in the highest heaven! 
 

  The grace of our newborn Lord, the Love of Immanuel, our God who is with us, and the communion of the 
  Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                          Angels We Have Heard on High             #289 vs. 1 & 3 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
 and the mountains in reply, 
 echoing their joyous strains. (Refrain) 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see  
 him whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee 
 Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  (Refrain) 

(Refrain) 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  Let us pray. God incarnate, 
  You come again to us on this blessed night, to take our form and living among us. Bring us with awe and    
  wonder before your holy nativity and be born anew in our hearts. Amen. 
 

 



 

☩ WORD ☩ 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                       Isaiah 9:2-4, 6–7 
 2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 
 on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
 and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
 a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
 and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN                                                     O Little Town of Bethlehem            # 279 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
 how still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 the silent stars go by; 
 yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 the everlasting light. 
 The hopes and fears of all the years 
 are met in thee tonight. 
 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 
 and, gathered all above 
 while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
 their watch of wond'ring love. 
 O morning stars, together 
 proclaim the holy birth, 
 and praises sing to God the king, 
 and peace to all the earth! 

3 How silently, how silently 
 the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
 So God imparts to human hearts 
 the blessings of his heav'n. 
 No ear may hear his coming; 
 but, in this world of sin, 
 where meek souls will receive him, still 
 the dear Christ enters in. 
 

4 O holy child of Bethlehem, 
 descend to us, we pray; 
 cast out our sin, and enter in, 
 be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels 
 the great glad tidings tell; 
 oh, come to us, abide with us, 
 our Lord Immanuel!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893 



Psalm 96                              
 1Sing to the LORD a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory among the nations 
  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared than all gods.  
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.  
 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.”  
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, 
  for you come to judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with your truth.  
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING                             Titus 2:11-14 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and worldly 
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for 
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who 
are zealous for good deeds. 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        Angels, from the Realms of Glory           #275 vs. 1 & 2   

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 
 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
 once you sang creation's story, 
 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
 watching o'er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing, 
 yonder shines the infant light. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4 

 
GOSPEL                               Luke 2:1–20 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the 
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with 



Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her 
to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
  14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSE                           Angels, from the Realms of Glory          #275 vs. 3 & 4     

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 
 brighter visions beam afar; 
 seek the great desire of nations, 
 you have seen his natal star. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

4 All creation, join in praising 
 God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
 evermore your voices raising 
 to the eternal Three in One. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

MESSAGE             Pastor Stephanie Johnson 
 
HYMN                                                              Away in a Manger                  #277 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
 the stars in the bright sky looked down where 

he lay, 
 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 
 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
 and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
            close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
            Bless all the dear children in your tender care 
            and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

Text: North American, 19th cent. 

NICENE CREED 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and our salvation he came down from heaven,  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.   



  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.   
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

         who has spoken through the prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.   
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS 
 

Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 

    A brief silence. 
 

The familiar story of your birth comes to us newly each year, O Lord. Awaken your light within us that it might 
shine through us to all with whom we interact. Emmanuel, hear our prayer. 
 

In the midst of celebration and excitement, may we seek out quiet moments where we can ponder the gift of 
your son. Emmanuel, hear our prayer. 
 

As animals made way for a baby’s bed, so creation graciously shares this planet with us. Make us responsible 
occupants and faithful stewards of the earth. Emmanuel, hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all who suffer with loneliness, illness or other difficulties on this night. Give your spirit’s healing presence 
to all who need it, especially Carrie James, Pam Clisham, Deanna Madarasz, Craig Anderson, Pastor Craig, 
Carmen Bryant, Carmen Smith, Marilyn, Michael Rasmussen, Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Buddy and Sherri 
Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Geoff Kline, 
Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Emmanuel, hear our 
prayer. 
 

For all who are mourning the loss of loved ones this holiday season, we pray your comfort. Assure them of 
your promise that all will be united in your eternal kingdom. Emmanuel, hear our prayer. 
 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Our eyes await the fulfillment of all your promises, the answer to all our prayers: your Son, our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 

☩ MEAL ☩ 
MUSICAL OFFERING  

Fantasy on God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman and Masters in This Hall    arr. by Erin Downey 
Erin Downey, handbells 

 
Today we will receive communion together in our homes.   

Pastor Stephanie will preside with the Words of Institution and lead us in the Lord’s Prayer. 
 Following the Lord’s Prayer you will be invited to partake of the body and blood of Christ.  

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                                   
 The Lord be with you.           And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts.                We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 
PREFACE FOR THE DAY 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to   
 you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You comforted your people with the  
 promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to  
 judge the world in righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the  
 hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (spoken)     
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: 
heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
JESUS’ WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
LORD’S PRAYER    
 You are invited to pray in the version or language of your choice. 

 

 Our father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 May the body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep us in his grace. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 Let us pray.  God of wonder, 
in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. 
As you have come among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news of your love. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever.  Amen. 

 

☩ SERVICE OF LIGHT ☩ 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING                                               John 1:1-14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 
beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 
all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 



 

 

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will 
of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only 
son, full of grace and truth. 

 
HYMN                                                  Silent Night, Holy Night!               #281

1 Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2 Silent night, holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 

 heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

3 Silent night, holy night! 
 Son of God, love's pure light 
 radiant beams from your holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 

May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you peace this Christmas and 

always. May Almighty God, Creator ☩ Redeemer, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

 Hand-held candles are extinguished 
 
 HYMN                                                             Joy To The World              #267 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

DISMISSAL               
 Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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