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Samuel has the weighty task of  
choosing Israel’s next king from among Jesse’s many impressive sons.  

But God—as usual—has a surprise at hand. 
 

 

 



☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Longsuffering God, 

Forgive us for continually missing the mark. We 
look for you in beauty, grandeur, and bluster, but 
miss the humble, quiet ways you choose to make 
yourself known. We strive for status and success, 
and fail to see how you might use us in our failure 
and weakness. We wish to be popular, forgetting 
that you have called us to love the unlovable and 
make our home as you have—with the forgotten, 
the despised, the voiceless. Forgive us and restore 
us again to your grace. Amen. 
 

The Lord is quick to forgive and eager to grant 
second chances. Take comfort that God is merciful, 
and never failing in compassion. You are forgiven. 
Proclaim it, rejoice in it, and live it, for the sake of 
Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

HYMN    Change My Heart, O God         #801 

 Change my heart, O God; 
 make it ever true. 
 Change my heart, O God; 
 may I be like you. 
 You are the potter; 
 I am the clay. 
 Mold me and make me; 
 this is what I pray. 
 Change my heart, O God; 
 make it ever true. 
 Change my heart, O God; 
 may I be like you. 
 

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953 

Text © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing, admin. Music Services 
 

 GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Accepting God, 
You have chosen the least likely for your special 
purposes. Show us how you work in unexpected 
ways to carry out your will for the world that you 
have made. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
READING                1 Samuel 16:1-13 

1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve 
over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over 
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send 
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided 
for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, 
“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” 
And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, 
‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to 
the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; 
and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to 
you.” 4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and 
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come 
peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come 
with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse 
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, 
“Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” 
7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because 
I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as 
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He 
said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then 
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither 
has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven 
of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to 
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 
11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but 
he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until 
he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now 
he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 
handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for 
this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 



and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; 
and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David 
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and 
went to Ramah. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

PSALM               51:10-14 

10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new 
and right spirit within me. 
11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do 
not take your holy spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and 
sustain in me a willing spirit. 
13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and 
sinners will return to you. 
14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my 
salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your 
deliverance. 
 

GOSPEL                     John 7:24 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 7th     
 chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

24 “Do not judge by appearances, but judge with 
right judgment.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON              
   
HYMN    For Such A Time As This  #ACS 1003 

sing 3x 
Could it be (could it be) that we are called 
for such a time as this? 
Could it be (could it be) that we are called 
for such a time as this? 
 

Text: Jonathan Rundman, b. 1971 

Text © 2015 Jonathan Rundman and Salt Lady Music (ASCAP),  
admin. Augsburg Fortress 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

You look beyond outward appearance, O Lord, and 
see into our very hearts. Move us in the same way 
to push ourselves past what the surface reveals and 
probe the depths of ourselves and those around us, 
that we might bring an authentic witness to your 
unconditional love. God of wisdom, hear our 
prayer. 
 

The illusion of beauty fades, O Lord, as quickly as a 
fragile blossom wilts upon the vine. Connect us with 
those things which will sustain over the long haul, 
rather than those which bedazzle us for a while and 
then dry up. God of wisdom, hear our prayer. 
 

Strengthen loving relationships between people, 
and show us by example how to truly respect and 
cherish one another. Bless those who have chosen 
life without a partner, and those who desire a 
relationship but do not currently have one. Bring us 
to a fuller sense of compassion for those around us, 
the kind that supersedes jealousy, insecurity, and 
bitterness. God of wisdom, hear our prayer. 
 

 
 
 
 



We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially for those in 
countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines. We pray for those enduring famine and 
hunger and for those experiencing homelessness. 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who will receive no 
medical care. Heal them with your loving might. God 
of wisdom, hear our prayer. 
 

You have anointed us with your healing balm, and 
offered us the blessing of your wholeness. Be 
especially with The Family of Don Groskreutz, The 
Family of Betty Bosworth, Carmen Bryant, Carmen 
Smith, Marilyn, Michael Rasmussen, Hilke de Arce, 
Jackson Bohm, Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, 
Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail 
Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Geoff Kline, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine 
Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. God of wisdom, hear 
our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Grace Lao Lutheran Church in Richmond, the 
Lutheran Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the 
Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East 
Bay Lutheran Youth Program. God of wisdom, hear 
our prayer. 

Your saints are a continual reminder that the victory 
does not always go to the strongest, most popular, 
or most outwardly beautiful. With your servants of 
every age, we are in good company, and share in 
your holy fellowship. God of wisdom, hear our 
prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Cleanse our hearts and hear these our prayers, O 
Lord, offered in hope for a world that sees as its 
Creator does—with one all-loving gaze and an 
irrevocable promise of deliverance for all. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new 

life to a suffering world. May the holy Trinity, ☩ one 
God, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN   Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  #512                 

sing 2x 
 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
 open to the seed of your word. 
 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
 where love can grow and peace is understood. 
 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 
 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 
 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 
Text © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing,  

Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

