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It takes several tries before young Samuel realizes that the one calling 
 him in the night is God, rather than his master Eli.  
But delivering the message will prove even trickier. 

 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Longsuffering God, 

Forgive us for continually missing the mark. We 
look for you in beauty, grandeur, and bluster, but 
miss the humble, quiet ways you choose to make 
yourself known. We strive for status and success, 

and fail to see how you might use us in our failure 
and weakness. We wish to be popular, forgetting 
that you have called us to love the unlovable and 
make our home as you have—with the forgotten, 
the despised, the voiceless. Forgive us and restore 
us again to your grace. Amen. 
 

The Lord is quick to forgive and eager to grant 
second chances. Take comfort that God is merciful, 
and never failing in compassion. You are forgiven. 
Proclaim it, rejoice in it, and live it, for the sake of 
Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 



HYMN     Here I Am, Lord          #574 

1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
 I have heard my people cry. 
 All who dwell in dark and sin 
 my hand will save. 
 I, who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? 
 Whom shall I send?" 
 

Refrain 
 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
 I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
 I have borne my people's pain. 
 I have wept for love of them. 
 They turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my word to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 

3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
 I will tend the poor and lame. 
 I will set a feast for them. 
 My hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide 
 till their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 

Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 
Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc. 

 

 GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Giving God, 
Your call comes often when we do not expect it. 
Incline our ears to hear what you are saying, and 
grant us courage to do what you ask. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
READING             1 Samuel 3:1-21 

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord 
under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days; 
visions were not widespread. 2At that time Eli, whose 
eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not 
see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had 
not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 
temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then 
the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here 
I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” 
So he went and lay down. 6The Lord called again, 
“Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 
call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet 
know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet 
been revealed to him. 8The Lord called Samuel again, a 
third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that 
the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall 
say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So 
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10Now the 
Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! 
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is 
listening.” 
11Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do 
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone 
who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against 
Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from 
beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about 
to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he 
knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and 
he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the 
house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be 
expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 15Samuel lay 
there until morning; then he opened the doors of the 
house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision 
to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my 
son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that 
he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to 
you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all 
that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and 
hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let 
him do what seems good to him.” 
19As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let 
none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel 
from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 
trustworthy prophet of the Lord. 21The Lord continued 



to appear at Shiloh, for the Lord revealed himself to 
Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the Lord. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL                   John 20:21-23 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th     
 chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON              
   
HYMN    Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling  #608 

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 
 See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 
 watching for you and for me. 
 

Refrain 
 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 
 You who are weary, come home." 
 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 

3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 
 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and 

pardon, 
 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
 

Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

We do not always recognize your call, O Lord. Speak 
to us in ways we can comprehend, and show us 
what new adventure you have in store for your 
servants. Guiding God, hear our prayer. 
 

The world is slow to hear your message, even one of 
salvation. Use us in ways which reach the far 
corners of the earth with the good news of 
redemption and eternal life in you. Guiding God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Make us good mentors for the youth in our care. 
Help us to raise them in your community and 
support their growing faith that they may find the 
ways in which you are calling them to give their lives 
in service. Guiding God, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially for those in 
countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines. We pray for those enduring famine and 
hunger and for those experiencing homelessness. 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who will receive no 
medical care. Heal them with your loving might. 
Guiding God, hear our prayer. 
 

You are ever sensitive to our fears, weaknesses, and 
crises of health and wellness. Extend your healing 
hand to us all, especially Betty Bosworth, Carmen 
Bryant, Carmen Smith, Marilyn, Michael Rasmussen, 
Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Hilke de Arce, 
Jackson Bohm, Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, 
Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail 
Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff 
Kline, Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, 



Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Guiding 
God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Good Shepherd Lutheran in Novato, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the fullness of 
the lives of Joyce Blamire and Sophia Hofmann as 
they celebrate their birthdays this week. Guiding 
God, hear our prayer. 

Join us with all who have heard your call in every 
age and followed you. Make of us one family of 
faith, undivided by time or space. Guiding God, hear 
our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

We thank you for bringing us so close that we can 
speak to you, and for loving us so much that you 
hear us when we pray. Gather up these petitions for 
the sake of Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new 

life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one 
God, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN    Will You Come and Follow Me  #798 

1 "Will you come and follow me 
 if I but call your name? 

 Will you go where you don't know 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, 
 will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown 
 in you and you in me? 
 

2 "Will you leave yourself behind 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare, 
 should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer pray'r 
 in you and you in me? 
 

3 "Will you let the blinded see 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you set the pris'ners free 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, 
 and do such as this unseen, 
 and admit to what I mean 
 in you and you in me? 
 

4 "Will you love the you you hide 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you've found 
 to reshape the world around, 
 through my sight and touch and sound 
 in you and you in me?" 
 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true 
 when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you 
 and never be the same. 
 In your company I'll go 
 where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow 
 in you and you in me. 
 

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949 
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

