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With a little help from Mom (and some hairy goats), Jacob cheats his older brother 
out of his blessing. But is he prepared for the overwhelming responsibility  

that comes with the gifts of God? 
 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Loving Creator, 
You have formed us, given us breath, and supplied 
our every need. And yet we are slow to recognize 
your blessings, quick to doubt and criticize, and 

eager to blame others for our own shortcomings. 
Forgive us when we fail to reflect the 
unconditional love of the One who made us. Have 
mercy on us and claim us once again as your own. 
Amen. 

The Lord hears our every cry and grants forgiveness 
when we repent. Receive the promise that cannot 
be taken away: you are a child of God, loved, 
pardoned, and blessed forever. We pray in the 
name of Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 



HYMN     What Is This Place         #524 

1 What is this place where we are meeting? 
Only a house, the earth its floor. 
Walls and a roof sheltering people, 
windows for light, an open door. 
Yet it becomes a body that lives 
when we are gathered here, 
and know our God is near. 
 

2 Words from afar, stars that are falling, 
sparks that are sown in us like seed: 
names for our God, dreams, signs, and wonders 
sent from the past are all we need. 
We in this place remember and speak 
again what we have heard: 
God's free redeeming word. 
 

3 And we accept bread at this table, 
broken and shared, a living sign. 
Here in this world, dying and living, 
we are each other's bread and wine. 
This is the place where we can receive 
what we need to increase: 
our justice and God's peace. 

 

Text: Huub Oosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1933 
Text © 1984 TEAM Publications, admin. OCP Publications 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Great God, 
You have offered us the richness of your blessings. 
Make us worthy to be the bearers of your life-
giving word to the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

READING        Genesis 27:1-4,15-23; 28:10-17 
1When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he 
could not see, he called his elder son Esau and said to 
him, “My son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” 2He said, 
“See, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. 3Now 
then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and 
go out to the field, and hunt game for me. 4Then prepare 
for me savory food, such as I like, and bring it to me to 
eat, so that I may bless you before I die.”  
15Then Rebekah took the best garments of her elder son 
Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them on 
her younger son Jacob; 16and she put the skins of the kids 
on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 17Then 

she handed the savory food, and the bread that she had 
prepared, to her son Jacob. 
18So he went in to his father, and said, “My father”; and 
he said, “Here I am; who are you, my son?” 19Jacob said 
to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as 
you told me; now sit up and eat of my game, so that you 
may bless me.” 20But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that 
you have found it so quickly, my son?” He answered, 
“Because the Lord your God granted me success.” 21Then 
Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near, that I may feel you, my 
son, to know whether you are really my son Esau or not.” 
22So Jacob went up to his father Isaac, who felt him and 
said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the 
hands of Esau.” 23He did not recognize him, because his 
hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; so he 
blessed him. 
10Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11He 
came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, 
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that 
place. 12And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up 
on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 
13And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am the Lord, 
the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; 
the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your 
offspring; 14and your offspring shall be like the dust of 
the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and 
to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your 
offspring. 15Know that I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for 
I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you.” 
16Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the 
Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” 17And he was 
afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is 
none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven.” 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL                    John 1:50-51 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st    
 chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you 
that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater 
things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON              
   



HYMN    The God of Abraham Praise   
#831 v.1,2,5,6 

1 The God of Abr'ham praise, 
 who reigns enthroned above; 
 Ancient of everlasting days, 
 and God of love-- 
     "I Am the One I Am"-- 
 by earth and heav'n confessed; 
 I bow and bless the sacred name 
 forever blest. 
 

2 The God of Abr'ham praise! 
      At your supreme command 
 from earth I rise and seek the joys 
 at your right hand. 
 I all on earth forsake-- 
 its wisdom, fame, and pow'r-- 
 and you my only portion make, 
 my shield and tow'r. 
 

5 Though nature's strength decay, 
 and earth and hell withstand, 
 to Canaan's bounds I urge my way 
 at your command. 
 The wat'ry deep I pass, 
 with Jesus in my view, 
 and through the howling wilderness 
 my way pursue. 
 

6 The goodly land I see, 
 with peace and plenty blest; 
 a land of sacred liberty 
 and endless rest. 
 There milk and honey flow, 
 and oil and wine abound, 
 and trees of life forever grow 
 with mercy crowned. 

Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799, alt., based on the Yigdal, c. 14th cent. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

Dear Lord, you reach past all our trickery, our  
dishonesty, our ill-gotten gain, and insist upon being  
in close and inescapable communion with us. Take  
what we meant for our own self-promotion and use  
it to your glory, turning us around to a new  
awareness of the tall task of being your followers.  
Persistent God, hear our prayer. 
 

Indeed, we are like the dust of the earth, spread 
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north 
and to the south. May your children truly be 
instruments of your peace, that all the families of 
the earth might be blessed because of our witness. 
Persistent God, hear our prayer. 
 

Reach out to those who feel disenfranchised, 
robbed of what they feel was rightfully theirs. Give 
them courage to stand for justice and reparation, 
and to also find a peace in you that no other could 
possibly give—or take away. Persistent God, hear 
our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially for those in 
countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines. We pray for those enduring famine and 
hunger and for those experiencing homelessness. 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who will receive no 
medical care. Heal them with your loving might. 
Persistent God, hear our prayer. 
 

We are feeble at times, Lord. Our health fails. Our 
strength flags. We long for the blessing of your 
healing, and ask it especially on behalf of the family 
of Sandra Rigsby, Betty Bosworth, Carmen Bryant, 
Carmen Smith, Marilyn, Michael Rasmussen, 
Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Hilke de Arce, 
Jackson Bohm, Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, 



Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail 
Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff 
Kline, Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, 
Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Persistent 
God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; First 
Congregational Church in Alameda, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the fullness of 
the lives of Ray Wentz, Steve Garner and Ken 
Gutleben as they celebrate their birthday this week. 
Persistent God, hear our prayer. 

As the descendants of Abraham and with all your 
saints in glory, we rejoice in the mercy which you 
show to your family on earth and in heaven. Keep us 
faithful until that day when we are brought face to 
face with you. Persistent God, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

You have shown us wonders, and yet we shall see 
greater things yet. May our prayers rise to you and 
may we trust that you have mercifully heard the 
cries of our hearts, for the sake of Jesus our brother. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new 

life to a suffering world. May the holy Trinity, ☩ one 
God, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN           God Is Here!       #526 

(sung to the tune of #807 Nettleton) 

1 God is here! As we your people 
 meet to offer praise and prayer, 
 may we find in fuller measure 
 what it is in Christ we share. 
 Here, as in the world around us, 
 all our varied skills and arts 
 wait the coming of the Spirit 
 into open minds and hearts. 
 

2 Here are symbols to remind us 
 of our lifelong need of grace; 
 here are table, font, and pulpit; 
 here the cross has central place. 
 Here in honesty of preaching, 
 here in silence, as in speech, 
 here, in newness and renewal, 
 God the Spirit comes to each. 
 

3 Here our children find a welcome 
 in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 
 here as bread and wine are taken, 
 Christ sustains us as of old. 
 Here the servants of the Servant 
 seek in worship to explore 
 what it means in daily living 
 to believe and to adore. 
 

4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
 in an age of change and doubt, 
 keep us faithful to the gospel; 
 help us work your purpose out. 
 Here, in this day's dedication, 
 all we have to give, receive; 
 we, who cannot live without you, 
 we adore you! We believe! 
 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000  Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God.  
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