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The apocalyptic vision has become extreme indeed—horsemen unleashing disasters  
on an unimaginable scale.  

To persecuted Christians, they are more real than imagined.  
The final and complete deliverance of God’s faithful ones is  

the best possible news they could receive. 
 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

 

 

Eternal Lord, 

We live in a world of anguish, and our sin only 
multiplies our suffering. Our despair discourages 
others. Our hopelessness paralyzes us from 
carrying out your work in the world. We pray for 
mercy, for strength, and for our faith to be 
restored, knowing that all good things come from 
you. Amen. 
 



God will indeed make all things new. Our Creator 
knows, hears, and answers the cries of our hearts. 
Despair no more, for the One who comes in power 
also comes in love, and death has no dominion in 
the world to come. Receive our Lord’s promise of 
pardon, renewal, and peace which knows no end. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN  Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand #441 

1 Oh, happy day when we shall stand 
 amid the heav'nly throng; 
 and sing with hosts from ev'ry land 
 the new celestial song, 
 the new celestial song. 
 

2 Oh, blessed day when Christ shall come 
 and show himself as Lord, 
 and thousands meet in their new home 
 which Jesus has prepared, 
 which Jesus has prepared. 
 

3 Oh, what a mighty rushing flood 
 of joy and love and peace 
 will roll down over us with good 
 and blessedness and grace, 
 and blessedness and grace. 
 

4 O Lord, your grace is ev'rything; 
 your love has made us free 
 to stand among the saints and sing 
 the glory that we see, 
 the glory that we see. 
 

Text: Wilhelm A. Wexels, 1797-1866; tr. composite 
Text st. 1 © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

Text sts. 2-4 © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, 
Your strength far outstrips any earthly power. May 
we put our fears aside and our trust in you, in 
whom our hopes will not be disappointed. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

CHILDREN OF GOD 
 
 

READING          Revelation 6:1-8; 7:9-17 

1Then I saw the Lamb open one of the seven seals, 
and I heard one of the four living creatures call out, 
as with a voice of thunder, “Come!” 2I looked, and 
there was a white horse! Its rider had a bow; a 
crown was given to him, and he came out 
conquering and to conquer. 
3When he opened the second seal, I heard the 
second living creature call out, “Come!” 4And out 
came another horse, bright red; its rider was 
permitted to take peace from the earth, so that 
people would slaughter one another; and he was 
given a great sword. 5When he opened the third 
seal, I heard the third living creature call out, 
“Come!” I looked, and there was a black horse! Its 
rider held a pair of scales in his hand, 6and I heard 
what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four 
living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a day’s 
pay, and three quarts of barley for a day’s pay, but 
do not damage the olive oil and the wine!” 7When 
he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the 
fourth living creature call out, “Come!” 8I looked and 
there was a pale green horse! Its rider’s name was 
Death, and Hades followed with him; they were 
given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill 
with sword, famine, and pestilence, and by the wild 
animals of the earth.  
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude 
that no one could count, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, 
with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out 
in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our 
God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and 
around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, 12singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory 
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power 
and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, 
“Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the 
one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are 
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they 
have washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 15For this reason they are 
before the throne of God, and worship him day and 
night within his temple, and the one who is seated 
on the throne will shelter them. 16They will hunger 



no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike 
them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the Lamb at the 
center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he 
will guide them to springs of the water of life, and 
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL               John 14:1-4 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th   

 chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, 
believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are 
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, 
there you may be also. 
4And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON              
   
HYMN                        Lamb of God                       #336 

Your only Son, no sin to hide, but you have sent                                                                         
him from your side to walk upon this guilty sod 
and to become the Lamb of God. 

Refrain 
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the 
holy Lamb of God. Oh, wash me in your precious 
blood, my Jesus Christ, Lamb of God. 

Your gift of love we crucified. We laughed and 
scorned him as he died. The humble king we 
named a fraud and sacrificed the Lamb of God. 
Refrain 

I was so lost, I should have died, but you have 
brought me to your side to be led by your staff 
and rod and to be called a Lamb of God. Refrain 
 

Text: Twila Paris, b. 1958  Music: Twila Paris   
Text and Music c. 1985 Straightway Music/Mountain Spring Music 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

Lord, there will come a day when suffering of any 
kind is no more. Hold your vision and promise 
before our eyes, that our hearts might be cheered in 
the sure knowledge of your deliverance. Triumphant 
God, hear our prayer. 
 

When disaster strikes we are tempted to panic, 
judge, or despair. Help us to see the world through 
your eyes, to sow seeds of healing and reparation 
wherever it is in our power to do so, and to share 
the good news of your victorious love with 
everyone. Triumphant God, hear our prayer. 
 

As summer draws to a close, let us not forget the 
rest and renewal we enjoy in you. May we seek you 
often and find refreshment from our tasks, even as 
we also find satisfaction in the work that you have 
laid before us. Triumphant God, our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially for those in 
countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines. We pray for those enduring famine and 
hunger and for those experiencing homelessness. 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who will receive no 
medical care. Heal them with your loving might. 
Triumphant God, hear our prayer. 
 

You guide us to springs of water and wipe away the 
tears from our eyes. Bring healing, an end to 
suffering, and a wellspring of hope to all who cry out 
to you, especially the family of Eric Abrhamson, the 
family of Connie Stephens, Eleanor Treadwell, Paula 
Gutleben Daubin, Bertha & Sharon Thomas, Carmen 
Smith, Marilyn, Michael Westcott, Michael 



Rasmussen, Larry Haskins, Constance Farber, Yim 
Mui, Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Hilke de 
Arce, Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don Ladue, 
Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, 
Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate 
Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine 
Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Triumphant God, 
hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Christ Lutheran Church in El Cerrito, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the fullness of 
the lives of Megan Irish and Peter Dow as they 
celebrate their birthdays this week. Triumphant 
God, hear our prayer. 

Blessed be the saints who have washed their robes 
clean in the blood of the Lamb. Encourage us with 
their faithful example, and bring us with them into 
your eternal embrace. Triumphant God, hear our 
prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Hear the fervent prayers of our hearts, and may 
blessing and wisdom and honor and might be yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, 

and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN          Soon and Very Soon    #439 

1  Soon and very soon  
    we are goin’ to see the King, 
    Soon and very soon  
    we are goin’ to see the King, 
    Soon and very soon 
    we are goin’ to see the King. 
    Hallelujah, hallelujah,  
   we’re goin’ to see the King! 
 

2  No more cryin’ there,  
    we are goin’ to see the King, 
   No more cryin’ there,  
   we are goin’ to see the King, 
   No more cryin’ there,  
   we are goin’ to see the King. 
   Hallelujah, hallelujah,  
   we’re goin’ to see the King! 
 

3  No more dyin’ there,  
   we are goin’ to see the King, 
   No more dyin’ there,  
   we are goin’ to see the King, 
   No more dyin’ there, 
   we are goin’ to see the King. 
   Hallelujah, hallelujah,  
   we’re goin’ to see the King! 

4  Soon and very soon  
    we are goin’ to see the King, 
    soon and very soon  
   we are goin’ to see the King, 
   soon and very soon  
   we are goin’ to see the King. 
   Hallelujah, hallelujah,  
   we’re goin’ to see the King! 
   Hallelujah, hallelujah,  
   hallelujah, hallelujah. 
 

Text: Andrae Crouch, b.1945  Music: VERY SOON, Andrae Crouch 
Text and Music c. 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin EMI 

Christian Music Publishing  
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

