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Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority over demons. Yet none of this power is unilateral; 
it all must be received by faith. Jesus asks his disciples to go out without money or supplies, so that they will be 
dependent on how others receive them. When we are sent from the assembly to witness and to heal, we are 
asked to be vulnerable, to be dependent on the reception of others. The Spirit always operates in the “between”: 
between Jesus and his Abba, between Jesus and us, between you and me, between us and those to whom we are 
sent. 
 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

 

God, our provider, 
help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to 
share. We question your ways when they differ 
from the ways of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding rather than 
trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings 
and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else 
can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal 
life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from 
heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the 
worker of miracles, there is always more than 

enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are 



shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into 
abundant life. Amen. 
 
HYMN       This Is My Song          #887 

1 This is my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 
This is my home, the country where my heart is; 
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 
but other hearts in other lands are beating 
with hopes and dreams as true and high as 
mine. 
 

2 My country's skies are bluer than the ocean, 
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine. 
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 
and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine. 
So hear my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for their land and for mine. 
 

3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms, 
your kingdom come; on earth your will be done. 
O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, 
and hearts united learn to live as one. 
So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; 
myself I give you; let your will be done. 

 
Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3 

Text sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company.  
Text st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company. 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. God of the covenant,  
in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming 
of your kingdom. Give us the courage you gave the 
apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your 
love and peace in every circumstance of life, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

CHILDREN OF GOD 
 

READING              Ezekiel 2:1-5 

1[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your 
feet, and I will speak with you.2And when he spoke 
to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my 
feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 3He said to 
me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, 
to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; 

they and their ancestors have transgressed against 
me to this very day. 4The descendants are impudent 
and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you 
shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD.” 
5Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a 
rebellious house), they shall know that there has 
been a prophet among them. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 

READING           2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
2I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was 
caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or 
out of the body I do not know; God knows. 3And I know 
that such a person—whether in the body or out of the 
body I do not know; God knows—4was caught up into 
Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no 
mortal is permitted to repeat. 5On behalf of such a one I 
will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except 
of my weaknesses. 6But if I wish to boast, I will not be a 
fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, 
so that no one may think better of me than what is seen 
in me or heard from me, 7even considering the 
exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to 
keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in 
the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep 
me from being too elated. 8Three times I appealed to the 
Lord about this, that it would leave me, 9but he said to 
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made 
perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly 
of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell 
in me. 10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of 
Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL                      Mark 6:1-13 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th 
chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

1[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples 
followed him.2On the sabbath he began to teach in the 
synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. 
They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this 
wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of 
power are being done by his hands! 3Is not this the 
carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and 
Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here 
with us?” And they took offense at him. 4Then Jesus said 
to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in 
their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their 
own house.” 5And he could do no deed of power there, 
except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and 
cured them. 6And he was amazed at their unbelief.  
  Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He 



called the twelve and began to send them out two by 
two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 
8He ordered them to take nothing for their journey 
except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 
9but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He 
said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there 
until you leave the place. 11If any place will not welcome 
you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off 
the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against 
them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that all should 
repent. 13They cast out many demons, and anointed with 
oil many who were sick and cured them. 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON              
   
HYMN          To Be Your Presence     #546 

1 To be your presence is our mission here, 
to show compassion's face and list'ning ear, 
to be your heart of mercy ever near, 
alleluia! 
 

2 To be your presence is our mission bold, 
to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 
to be your hands of justice, right uphold, 
alleluia! 
 

3 To be your presence is our mission blest, 
to speak for all the broken and oppressed, 
to be your voice of hope, your love expressed, 
alleluia! 
  

4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and  
   voice, 

to serve your people is our call and choice, 
and in this mission we, the church, rejoice,  
alleluia! 

 

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939  Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

We raise our voices like trumpets, our hearts like 
harps, to glorify our Creator and echo your 
goodness. Magnify our song that all might hear and 
join in. Mighty God, hear our prayer. 
 

Your praise reverberates throughout creation, in 
every creature that breathes and every bit of matter 
you have made. Turn our songs of praise to cries for 
justice and peace, that all may live and love your 
beautiful world. Mighty God, hear our prayer. 
 

We thank you for musicians who give voice to the 
deepest expressions of our human experience, who 
probe the depths and scale the heights of what it is 
to reflect our Creator’s ultimate love. Mighty God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially for the people 
of India and those in countries and regions with 
limited access to vaccines. We pray for those 
enduring famine and hunger and for those 
experiencing homelessness. We pray for all who are 
ill, for all who will receive no medical care. Heal 
them with your loving might. Mighty God, hear our 
prayer. 
Sometimes the only sound we are capable of 
making is a cry for deliverance. Hear your children in 
pain, in need of healing, wholeness or relief. 
Especially be with Carmen Smith, Marilyn, Michael 
Westcott, Eric Abrahamson, Michael Rasmussen, 
Larry Haskins, Carol Emerson, Constance Farber, Yim 
Mui, Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Hilke de 
Arce, Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don Ladue, 
Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, 
Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate 
Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Dennis 
Laine, Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, 
Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Mighty 
God,  hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; Bay 
Farm Community Church in Alameda, the Lutheran 



Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the fullness of 
the life of Diane Alexander as she celebrates her 
birthday this week. Mighty God, hear our prayer. 

Make music of our days, and bring us at last to join 
the choir immortal, praising you around your holy 
throne. Mighty God, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

As children’s voices are music to their parents’ ears, 
receive the earnest prayers of our hearts, and bless 
the efforts of our lives to be your living legacy in the 
world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Today we will receive communion together in our homes.  
Pastor Stephanie will preside with the Words of 

Institution and lead us in the Lord’s Prayer. 
 Following the Lord’s Prayer you will be invited to partake 

of the body and blood of Christ.  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Friends, we have gathered together around our 
many tables, trusting that through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, God is building a great table, 
one that transcends the distance between us. 

When Jesus took the bread and broke it in the 
presence of those disciples he walked with on the 
Emmaus road, they recognized him. 
May we, those who gather around Christ’s table, 
recognize him in this meal that unites us in Christ 
and with one another. 
May we find in this meal both compassion and joy,  
strength and consolation, healing and wholeness. 

*adapted from A Prayer for Communion When We Are Separated by 
April Fiet 

 

JESUS’ WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, 

and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN   O God, Our Help in Ages Past  #632 
1 O God, our help in ages past, 
 our hope for years to come, 
 our shelter from the stormy blast, 
 and our eternal home: 
 

2 Under the shadow of your throne 
 your saints have dwelt secure; 
 sufficient is your arm alone, 
 and our defense is sure. 
 

3 Before the hills in order stood 
 or earth received its frame, 
 from everlasting you are God, 
 to endless years the same. 
 

4 A thousand ages in your sight 
 are like an evening gone, 
 short as the watch that ends the night 
 before the rising sun. 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
bears all our years away; 

 they fly forgotten, as a dream 
 dies at the op'ning day. 
 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 
 our hope for years to come, 
 still be our guard while troubles last 
 and our eternal home. 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

