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It is now no longer enough simply to sit back and marvel at God’s gift of grace offered freely to all; 
the time has come to listen hard to the Spirit calling us to use our unique gifts for  

the good of the community. 
 

 



☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Loving God, 
You have offered us the world and yet we turn to 
our own distractions, believing we know better. 
We have not lived as your beloved children, born 
of one spirit, and belonging to one family. Instead 
we cut ourselves off from what is unfamiliar, 
intimidating, or different. Forgive us for our limited 
vision. Forgive us for not trusting in you and your 
promise to never give up on us. Amen. 

We have been adopted into God’s family, an 
identity which cannot be taken from us. God is love, 
God is patient, God is merciful. We owe eternal 
thanks to the lover of our souls for continually 
reaching for us and holding us fast in an embrace of 
forgiveness, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
HYMN     We All Are One in Mission              #576 

1 We all are one in mission; 
 we all are one in call, 
 our varied gifts united 
 by Christ, the Lord of all. 
 A single great commission 
 compels us from above 
 to plan and work together 
 that all may know Christ's love. 
 

2 We all are called for service, 
 to witness in God's name. 
 Our ministries are diff'rent; 
 our purpose is the same: 
 to touch the lives of others 
 with God's surprising grace, 
 so ev'ry folk and nation 
 may feel God's warm embrace. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Now let us be united, 
 and let our song be heard. 
 Now let us be a vessel 
 for God's redeeming Word. 
 We all are one in mission; 
 we all are one in call, 
 our varied gifts united 
 by Christ, the Lord of all. 
 

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company  
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. God of unity,  
You have brought us together for a purpose. Show 
us each the way in which we might use our unique 
gifts in service to all. In Christ’s name we pray. 
Amen. 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

CHILDREN OF GOD 
 
READING            Ephesians 4:1-16 

1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to 
lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called, 
2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, 3making every 
effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as 
you were called to the one hope of your calling, 
5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and 
Father of all, who is above all and through all and in 
all. 7But each of us was given grace according to the 
measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it is said, “When 
he ascended on high he made captivity itself a 
captive; he gave gifts to his people.” 9(When it says, 
“He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had 
also descended into the lower parts of the earth? 
10He who descended is the same one who ascended 
far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all 
things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would 
be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the 



work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 
13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the 
measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must no 
longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown 
about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s 
trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 
15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 
16from whom the whole body, joined and knit 
together by every ligament with which it is 
equipped, as each part is working properly, 
promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in 
love. 
Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL               John 15:1-4 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th 
chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that 
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 
prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already 
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON              
   
HYMN     Christ, Our Peace     ACS #1037 

Christ, our peace, 
you break down the walls that divide us; 
Christ, our peace, 
come, make us one body in you. 
 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950  Text © 2007 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

INSTALLATION OF CHURCH COUNCIL 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

We are indeed blown about by tempting schemes 
and promises too outrageous to be true. Guide us 
by your spirit to return to your Gospel of truth, 
which has never and will never fail us. God of 
wisdom,  hear our prayer. 
 

God, you are above all, and through all, and in all. 
Show us your face when we look at one another, 
and amaze us with your power to create and renew, 
for we too are bearers of your creative light. God of 
wisdom, hear our prayer. 
 

We see the seasons of our lives come and go, and 
yet you remain constant. Assure us by your spirit 
that you are continually making something new of 
us, drawing forth new gifts as we mature, while 
returning us to a childlike wonder at your powers of 
creation. God of wisdom, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially for those in 
countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines. We pray for those enduring famine and 
hunger and for those experiencing homelessness. 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who will receive no 
medical care. Heal them with your loving might. God 
of wisdom, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, you have raised up healers among us, to 
spread your love and impart your spirit of 
wholeness. Show us where we might be a word, a 
touch, or a presence that someone else needs. Send 
a special blessing especially upon the family of 



Dennis Laine, Carmen Smith, Marilyn, Michael 
Westcott, Eric Abrahamson, Michael Rasmussen, 
Larry Haskins, Carol Emerson, Constance Farber, Yim 
Mui, Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Hilke de 
Arce, Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don Ladue, 
Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, 
Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate 
Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine 
Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. God of wosdom, 
hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Buena Vista United Methodist Church in Alameda, 
the Lutheran Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the 
Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East 
Bay Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the 
fullness of the life of Don Sherratt as he celebrates 
his birthday this week. God of wisdom, hear our 
prayer. 

We are your saints, O Lord, called and united by the 
same spirit, the same faith which rallied the saints 
of old. Keep us now and forever with them in the 
full communion of all your children. God of wisdom, 
hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Unite our prayers and our wills around your 
common vision, O God, and use all we bring to build 
up the body of Christ. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, 

and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN    Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death #452 

1 Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, 
 and Christ shall give you light; 
 so learn his love, its length and breadth, 
 its fullness, depth, and height. 
 

2 To us on earth he came to bring 
 from sin and fear release, 
 to give the Spirit's unity, 
 the very bond of peace. 
 

3 There is one body and one hope, 
 one Spirit and one call, 
 one Lord, one faith, and one baptism, 
 one God who made us all. 
 

4 Then walk in love as Christ has loved, 
 who died that he might save; 
 with kind and gentle hearts forgive 
 as God in Christ forgave. 
 

5 For us Christ lived, for us he died, 
 and conquered in the strife. 
 Awake, arise, go forth in faith, 
 and Christ shall give you life. 
 

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984 

Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

