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The believers in Ephesus are given a monumental task: 
to live as though the age-old divisions of culture and religion no longer exist, 

for Jesus has made such distinctions irrelevant. 
Are these new Christians up to the challenge? 

 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

 

Loving God, 
You have offered us the world and yet we turn to 
our own distractions, believing we know better. 
We have not lived as your beloved children, born 
of one spirit, and belonging to one family. Instead 
we cut ourselves off from what is unfamiliar, 
intimidating, or different. Forgive us for our limited 
vision. Forgive us for not trusting in you and your 
promise to never give up on us. Amen. 



We have been adopted into God’s family, an 
identity which cannot be taken from us. God is love, 
God is patient, God is merciful. We owe eternal 
thanks to the lover of our souls for continually 
reaching for us and holding us fast in an embrace of 
forgiveness, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
HYMN        All Are Welcome               #641 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 

 how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 

Refrain 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,  
and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek 

 to dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God's grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 

 

3 Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  
Refrain 
 

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they've known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God's face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger:  Refrain 
 

5 Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  
Refrain 

 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950  Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. One true God  
We are your dwelling place. Brought close to you 
by grace, may we reflect the unity which is ours in 
Christ, in the Church and in the world. Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

CHILDREN OF GOD 
 

READING            Ephesians 2:11-22 
11So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles 
by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who 
are called “the circumcision” —a physical 
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— 
12remember that you were at that time without 
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world. 13But 
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both 
groups into one and has broken down the dividing 
wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He has 
abolished the law with its commandments and 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new 
humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 
16and might reconcile both groups to God in one 
body through the cross, thus putting to death that 
hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed 
peace to you who were far off and peace to those 
who were near; 18for through him both of us have 
access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are 
no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens 
with the saints and also members of the household 
of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is joined  

 



together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 
22in whom you also are built together spiritually into 
a dwelling place for God. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL             Matthew 28:16-20 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th 
chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17When 
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to 
obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON              
   
HYMN     Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me        #623 

1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
 let me hide myself in thee; 
 let the water and the blood, 
 from thy riven side which flowed, 
 be of sin the double cure; 
 cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 
 

2 Not the labors of my hands 
 can fulfill thy law's demands; 
 could my zeal no respite know, 
 could my tears forever flow, 
 all for sin could not atone; 
 thou must save, and thou alone. 
 

3 Nothing in my hand I bring; 
 simply to thy cross I cling. 
 Naked, come to thee for dress; 
 helpless, look to thee for grace; 
 foul, I to the fountain fly; 
 wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 

4 While I draw this fleeting breath, 
 when mine eyelids close in death, 
 when I soar to worlds unknown, 
  
 

see thee on thy judgment throne, 
 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
 let me hide myself in thee. 
 

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

It is our nature, O God, to draw distinctions, and in 
so doing draw ourselves further from you. Bring us 
back into fellowship with brothers and sisters of all 
backgrounds, beliefs, and biases, that we would 
know each other only as you do: your beloved 
children. Uniting God, hear our prayer. 
 

When we deny our unity, we destroy ourselves and 
the earth we rely on for survival. Make us as 
conscious of caring for the planet as if it were our 
own body, capable of sustaining us for as long as we 
keep it viable and healthy. Uniting God, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Uplift those who suffer for being different: 
immigrants, refugees, prisoners of war, and 
minorities in every country on earth. Awaken us 
from in the insanity of prejudice and persecution 
and set your children free to love each other. 
Uniting God, hear our prayer. 
 



We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially those in 
countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines. We pray for those enduring famine and 
hunger and for those experiencing homelessness. 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who will receive no 
medical care. Heal them with your loving might. 
Uniting God, hear our prayer. 
 

A house divided cannot stand, nor a spirit 
fragmented, wounded or isolated. Reach out 
through us to all who suffer mental illness, grief, 
loneliness, confusion or any other affliction that 
marginalizes them. Heal your children, especially the 
family of Dennis Laine, Carmen Smith, Marilyn, 
Michael Westcott, Eric Abrahamson, Michael 
Rasmussen, Carol Emerson, Constance Farber, Yim 
Mui, Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Hilke de 
Arce, Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don Ladue, 
Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, 
Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate 
Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine 
Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Uniting God, hear 
our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Buddhist Temple of Alameda, the Lutheran Church 
of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran Ministry to 
Nursing Homes, and the East Bay Lutheran Youth 
Program. We pray for the fullness of the lives of 
Harvey Blomberg, Bob Kenyon and Pastor Ned as 
they celebrate their birthdays this week. Uniting 
God, hear our prayer. 

In Christ there are no distinctions. Join us with saints 
of every time and place, until we know the true 
meaning of community, and the scales at last fall 
from our eyes in your perfect kingdom of love. 
Uniting God, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

We place these prayers into your hands, knowing O 
God, you are our peace. You have heard our 
prayers, and your prayer on our behalf is that we 
would all be one. May it indeed be so. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, 

and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN     O Day of Peace       #711 

1 O day of peace that dimly shines 
 through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, 
 guide us to justice, truth, and love, 
 delivered from our selfish schemes. 
 May swords of hate fall from our hands, 
 our hearts from envy find release, 
 till by God's grace our warring world 
 shall see Christ's promised reign of peace. 
 

2 Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, 
 nor shall the fierce devour the small; 
 as beasts and cattle calmly graze, 
 a little child shall lead them all. 
 Then enemies shall learn to love, 
 all creatures find their true accord; 
 the hope of peace shall be fulfilled, 
 for all the earth shall know the Lord. 
 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  
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