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The letter to the Ephesians begins with a dramatic description of God’s extravagant generosity. 
They may not have been born into the faith,  

but as adopted children they—and we—have been blessed beyond measure. 
 

 

 



☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Loving God, 
You have offered us the world and yet we turn to 
our own distractions, believing we know better. 
We have not lived as your beloved children, born 
of one spirit, and belonging to one family. Instead 
we cut ourselves off from what is unfamiliar, 
intimidating, or different. Forgive us for our limited 
vision. Forgive us for not trusting in you and your 
promise to never give up on us. Amen. 

We have been adopted into God’s family, an 
identity which cannot be taken from us. God is love, 
God is patient, God is merciful. We owe eternal 
thanks to the lover of our souls for continually 
reaching for us and holding us fast in an embrace of 
forgiveness, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
HYMN        Born, Reborn               ACS #956 

Refrain 
 Born, reborn! Born, reborn! Formed, reformed! 
 Souls with gladness now adorned! 
 Born, reborn! Born, reborn! Formed, reformed! 
 Praise our God forevermore! 
 

1 Drown us. (Drown us.) Raise us. (Raise us.) 
 Mark us. (Mark us.) Claim us! (Claim us!)  
Refrain 
 

2 Name us. (Name us.) Heal us. (Heal us.) 
 Wash us. (Wash us.) Seal us! (Seal us!)  Refrain 
 

Text: Justin Rimbo, b. 1980  Text © 2020 Augsburg Fortress 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. God of spirit,  
We are yours because you have said we are. Guide 
us to live as full inheritors of your grace and joyful 
proclaimers of your promises to all. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 
CHILDREN OF GOD 
 

READING             Ephesians 1:1-14 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
To the saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful in 
Christ Jesus: 2Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he 
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 
to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He 
destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus 
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to 
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Be-loved. 7In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he 
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has 
made known to us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan 
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we 
have also obtained an inheritance, having been 
destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and 
will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope 
on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In 
him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, 
were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 
Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his 
glory. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

 

 



GOSPEL                   John 14:25-27 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th 
chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

25“I have said these things to you while I am still 
with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will teach you 
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to 
you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON              
   
HYMN   Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing     #886 

1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
 my great Redeemer's praise, 
 the glories of my God and King, 
 the triumphs of his grace! 
 

2 My gracious Master and my God, 
 assist me to proclaim, 
 to spread through all the earth abroad 
 the honors of your name. 
 

3 The name of Jesus charms our fears 
 and bids our sorrows cease, 
 sings music in the sinner's ears, 
 brings life and health and peace. 
 

4 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, 
 new life the dead receive; 
 the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 
 the humble poor believe. 
 

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 
O fallen human race! 
Look and be saved through faith alone, 
be justified by grace! 

 

6 To God all glory, praise, and love 
 be now and ever giv'n 
 by saints below and saints above, 
 the church in earth and heav'n. 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

 

 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

In you we have an inheritance, O Lord: a family, an 
identity, and a future. May the world know you 
through us, and may we live to the praise of your 
glory. Loving God, hear our prayer. 
 

You promise to gather up all things to yourself, 
loving Creator, everything on earth and in heaven. 
May we see fit to love the world, others and 
ourselves with the kind of extravagance you have 
shown to us. Loving God, hear our prayer. 
 

We give you thanks for all adoptive parents and 
families, who model themselves on your 
compassionate example. Bless their children as they 
come to know more fully the grace that chose them. 
Loving God, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially for the people 
in countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines. We pray for those enduring famine and 
hunger and for those experiencing homelessness. 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who will receive no 
medical care. Heal them with your loving might. 
Loving God, hear our prayer. 
 



We are marked with the seal of your promised Holy 
Spirit, and we come to you with all our frailties and 
infirmities. Wrap all those who suffer in your healing 
embrace, especially the family of Dennis Laine, 
Carmen Smith, Marilyn, Michael Westcott, Eric 
Abrahamson, Michael Rasmussen, Larry Haskins, 
Carol Emerson, Constance Farber, Yim Mui, Adrienne 
McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Hilke de Arce, Jackson 
Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don Ladue, Buddy and Sherri 
Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, 
Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Don 
Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Michael Lamb, Maddy 
Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine Winberg and 
Dorothy Wingire. Loving God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Oakland, the 
Lutheran Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the 
Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East 
Bay Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the 
fullness of the lives of Greyson Moder and Mardy 
Groskreutz as they celebrate their birthdays this 
week. Loving God, hear our prayer. 

Gather us together with all your saints, in the 
fullness of time, that we might share with them 
your promised redemption and perfect union with 
our heavenly family. Loving God, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

We place these prayers into your hands, knowing 
that you accomplish all things according to your 
good will. Give us faith and make us trustworthy to 
carry out your good work on earth, in Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, 

and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  #807 

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 
 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
 call for songs of loudest praise. 
 While the hope of endless glory 
 fills my heart with joy and love, 
 teach me ever to adore thee; 
 may I still thy goodness prove. 
 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer: 
 "Hither by thy help I've come"; 
 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
 safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
 wand'ring from the fold of God; 
 he, to rescue me from danger, 
 interposed his precious blood. 
 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
 daily I'm constrained to be; 
 let that grace now like a fetter 
 bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
 prone to leave the God I love. 
 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 
 seal it for thy courts above. 
 

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

