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When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond, before, and after the 
universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of this is reflected in Paul’s words today. When 
we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within 

us, creating between us and God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him. 
 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩
ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain 
of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light 
and our salvation. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are 
clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us 
give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 

Word you created the world, calling forth life in 
which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered 
Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the 
river your Son was baptized by John and anointed 
with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you 
claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of 
your promise and servants of all. We praise you for 
the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we 
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives 
with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be 
given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. Amen. 



Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water 
and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our sins, 
strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN   Come, Join the Dance of Trinity     #412 

1 Come, join the dance of Trinity, 
before all worlds begun— 
the interweaving of the Three, 
the Father, Spirit, Son. 
The universe of space and time 
did not arise by chance, 
but as the Three, in love and hope, 
made room within their dance. 
 

2 Come, see the face of Trinity, 
newborn in Bethlehem; 
then bloodied by a crown of thorns 
outside Jerusalem. 
The dance of Trinity is meant 
for human flesh and bone; 
when fear confines the dance in death, 
God rolls away the stone. 
 

3 Come, speak aloud of Trinity, 
as wind and tongues of flame 
set people free at Pentecost 
to tell the Savior's name. 
We know the yoke of sin and death, 
our necks have worn it smooth; 
go tell the world of weight and woe 
that we are free to move! 
 

4 Within the dance of Trinity, 
before all worlds begun, 
we sing the praises of the Three, 
the Father, Spirit, Son. 
Let voices rise and interweave, 
by love and hope set free, 
to shape in song this joy, this life: 
the dance of Trinity. 

 

Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953 Text © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. God of heaven and earth,  
before the foundation of the universe and the 
beginning of time you are the triune God:  

Author of creation, eternal Word of salvation,  
life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by 
your Spirit, that we may proclaim all that Christ has 
revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with us. 
Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
CHILDREN OF GOD 
 

READING              Isaiah 6:1-8 
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting 
on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled 
the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; 
each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, 
and with two they covered their feet, and with two they 
flew. 3And one called to another and said:  
 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
 the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of 
those who called, and the house filled with smoke. 5And I 
said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 
  6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live 
coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of 
tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: 
“Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has 
departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the 
voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
READING                                    Romans 8:12-17 
12Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, 
to live according to the flesh—13for if you live according 
to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who 
are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you 
did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also 
be glorified with him. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL               John 3:1-17 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd 
chapter.                       Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader 
of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, 



“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come 
from God; for no one can do these signs that you do 
apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to 
him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? 
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb 
and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of 
water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished 
that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of 
it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and 
yet you do not understand these things? 
  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know 
and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive 
our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things 
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the 
Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON              
   
HYMN     Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud 

ACS #947 

1 Source and Sov'reign, Rock and Cloud, 
 Fortress, Fountain, Shelter, Light, 
 Judge, Defender, Mercy, Might, 
 Life whose life all life endowed: 
 

Refrain 
 May the church at prayer recall 
 that no single holy name 
 but the truth behind them all 
 is the God whom we proclaim. 
 

2 Word and Wisdom, Root and Vine, 
 Shepherd, Savior, Servant, Lamb, 
 Well and Water, Bread and Wine, 
 Way who leads us to I AM:  Refrain 
 

3 Storm and Stillness, Breath and Dove, 
 Thunder, Tempest, Whirlwind, Fire, 
 Comfort, Couns'lor, Presence, Love, 
 Energies that never tire:  Refrain 
 

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945 Text © 1986 Oxford University Press. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

We pray, O God, for your holy church around the 
world. Revitalize and renew us, that we may be 
reborn once again through the waters of baptism 
and the blowing wind of your Spirit. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We give you thanks for your power revealed to us in 
creation; for redwood and sequoia trees, for rushing 
waters, for the echoes of thunder. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the nations and our leaders, that led by 
your Spirit, they work towards a world where all of 
your children enjoy peace. We pray especially for 
nations currently experiencing war or turmoil. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially for the people 
of India and those in countries and regions with 
limited access to vaccines. We pray for those 
enduring famine and hunger and for those 
experiencing homelessness. We pray for all who are 



ill, for all who will receive no medical care. Heal 
them with your loving might. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for healing for all those who suffer, 
especially victims and survivors of trauma or 
violence. Give respite to those living with PTSD or 
any other mental health concerns. Bless those who 
need your healing this day, especially Carmen Smith, 
the family of Barbara Lewis, Marilyn, Michael 
Westcott, the family of Patrick Stroh, Eric 
Abrahamson, Michael Rasmussen, Larry Haskins, 
Carol Emerson, Constance Farber, Yim Mui, Adrienne 
McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Hilke de Arce, Jackson 
Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don Ladue, Buddy and Sherri 
Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, 
Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Don 
Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Dennis Laine, Michael Lamb, 
Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine Winberg and 
Dorothy Wingire. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Alameda Christian Reformed Church, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the fullness of 
the life of Fern Stern as she celebrates her birthday 
this week. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for this worshiping community, Trinity 
Lutheran Church, that the splendor of your majesty 
and the holiness of your mystery may be glorified 
through our worship and our relationships with one 
another. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

We give you thanks, O God, for those who have died 
in the faith. We remember also those whose lives 
have been lost due to the horrors of war and in 
service to our country. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your 
abiding grace. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, 

and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN   Holy God, We Paise Your Name   #414 

1 Holy God, we praise your name; 
 Lord of all, we bow before you. 
 All on earth your scepter claim, 
 all in heav'n above adore you. 
 Infinite your vast domain, 
 everlasting is your reign. 
 

2 Hark! The glad celestial hymn 
 angel choirs above are raising; 
 cherubim and seraphim, 
 in unceasing chorus praising, 
 fill the heav'ns with sweet accord: 
 "Holy, holy, holy Lord!" 
 

3 Lo, the apostolic train 
 join your sacred name to hallow; 
 prophets swell the glad refrain, 
 and the white-robed martyrs follow; 
 and from morn to set of sun 
 through the church the song goes on. 
 

4 Holy Father, holy Son, 
 Holy Spirit, three we name you, 
 though in essence only one; 
 undivided God we claim you 
 and, adoring, bend the knee 
 while we own the mystery. 
 

Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

