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Paul taught that God’s salvation was not dependent on people’s ability or willingness to follow 
Jewish laws. No, God’s salvation was a gift for all—no strings attached. 

 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Risen Lord, 
We admit that we are slow to believe, and even 
slower to follow where you lead us. We doubt your  

 

promise, divide your people, and fail to proclaim 
the power of your resurrection. We choose to live 
small lives when you have given us the biggest gift 
of all: your eternal life. Forgive us. Raise us up to a 
place where we can serve you faithfully. 

Christ is arisen, bringing gifts of life, mercy and 
pardon for sin! Believe that you are forgiven, and go 
out and live in the joy of your Lord’s resurrection in 
the power of God’s Holy Spirit. Amen. 



HYMN   God, We Gather as Your People ACS #1038 

1 God, we gather as your people to raise our song  
     above, 
 and we dare to claim the promise of your love. 
 Though the day may not yet be here, 
 we trust it soon will be, when your children will  

be free. 
 

Refrain 
 Oh, may our hearts and minds be opened, 
 fling the church doors open wide. 
 May there be room enough for ev'ryone inside. 
 For in God there is a welcome, in God we all  

belong. 
 May that welcome be our song. 
 

2 Oh, we sing for all the children, that one day  
they be free; 

 and we sing for generations yet to be, 
 that they never have a reason to doubt that  

they are blest. 
 May they, in your love, find rest.  Refrain 
 

3 Oh, we pray for all the young lives cut short by  
fear and shame, 

 so afraid of who they are and whom they love. 
 May the message now be banished that your  

love is for the few; 
 may their faith in you renew.  Refrain 
 

4 God, we're working for the future when children  
far and wide 

 can live their lives with dignity and pride. 
 As they grow in strength and stature, may they  

join us hand in hand, 
 as against all hate we stand.  Refrain 
 

Text: David Lohman, b. 1961 
Text © 2007 Welcome Song Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Loving God, 
The only law you demand is the law of love. By 
your grace, show us the path we are to follow, to 
spread your message of mercy and live lives of 
discipleship, after your son Jesus. Amen. 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
CHILDREN OF GOD 
 

READING           Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29 

1You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It 

was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly 

exhibited as crucified! 2The only thing I want to 

learn from you is this: Did you receive the Spirit by 

doing the works of the law or by believing what you 

heard? 3Are you so foolish? Having started with the 

Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh? 4Did you 

experience so much for nothing?—if it really was for 

nothing. 5Well then, does God supply you with the 

Spirit and work miracles among you by your doing 

the works of the law, or by your believing what you 

heard? 
6Just as Abraham “believed God, and it was 

reckoned to him as righteousness,” 7so, you see, 

those who believe are the descendants of Abraham. 
8And the scripture, foreseeing that God would 

justify the Gentiles by faith, declared the gospel 

beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the Gentiles 

shall be blessed in you.” 9For this reason, those who 

believe are blessed with Abraham who believed. 
23Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and 

guarded under the law until faith would be 

revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian 

until Christ came, so that we might be justified by 

faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no 

longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ 

Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27As 

many of you as were baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer 

Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there 

is no longer male and female; for all of you are one 

in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then 

you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the 

promise. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
READING                                          Luke 1:68-79 
68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has 

looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
69He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the 

house of his servant David, 70as he spoke through 



the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71that 

we would be saved from our enemies and from the 

hand of all who hate us. 72Thus he has shown the 

mercy promised to our ancestors, and has 

remembered his holy covenant, 73the oath that he 

swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 74that 

we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear,75in holiness and 

righteousness before him all our days. 76And you, 

child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the 

forgiveness of their sins. 78By the tender mercy of 

our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the 

shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 

peace.” 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON              
   
HYMN      One Bread, One Body    #496 

Refrain 
 One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 
 one cup of blessing which we bless, 
 and we, though many throughout the earth, 
 we are one body in this one Lord. 
 

1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
 woman or man, no more.  Refrain 
 

2 Many the gifts, many the works, 
 one in the Lord of all.  Refrain 
 

3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
 gathered to one for all.  Refrain 
 

Text: John Foley, SJ, b. 1939 

Text © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  

 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

By grace alone have you delivered us, so let our 
proclamation be one of freedom and not of 
restriction. May the witness of our lives show forth 
your love and not our own preoccupation with 
unimportant matters. Faithful God, hear our prayer. 
 

Empower those who write and enact laws, that your 
justice might rule their hearts and inspire them to 
protect and defend all people for the good of our 
peaceful coexistence upon this planet. Faithful God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

There is no division between us and them, insider 
and outsider, human and creature in your kingdom, 
O God. Unite us all under your law of love and may 
it be our guiding principle as we carve out 
relationships of mutual benefit. Faithful God, hear 
our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for 
medical workers, and for all who await the vaccine. 
We pray for those enduring famine and hunger and 
for those experiencing homelessness. We pray for 
all who are ill, for all who receive no medical care. 
Heal them with your loving might. Faithful God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Send your Spirit’s comfort to those who have 
suffered from hate crimes and other extreme forms 
of discrimination. Heal our relationship with 
ourselves and others that we would no longer find it 
necessary to lash out in the face of difference. 
Mend the broken ones and tend those in need, 
especially the family of Patrick Stroh, Barbara Lewis, 
Eric Abrahamson, Michael Rasmussen, Larry 
Haskins, Carol Emerson, Eva Jolley, Constance 
Farber, Yim Mui, Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, 



Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don 
Ladue, Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy 
Stich, Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, 
Kate Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Dennis 
Laine, Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, 
Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Faithful 
God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
University Lutheran Chapel in Berkeley, the 
Lutheran Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the 
Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East 
Bay Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the 
fullness of the lives of Brendan Mills, John Kofranek, 
Demeter Lamb and Candace Gutleben as they 
celebrate their birthdays this week. Faithful God, 
hear our prayer. 

For all your saints in light we give you thanks and 
pray that you would count us among them when 
you bring in your final kingdom. Faithful God, hear 
our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Incline your ear to our prayers and fill us with power 
to begin living out our faith, by the power of your 
Son our savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that 
you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and 
life-giving Trinity. Amen. 
 
HYMN          God Welcomes All   ACS #978 (sing 3x) 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 
God's love is strong and it never ends. 
 

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949  

Text © 2008 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 

giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

