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When Philip was sent by an angel to a lonely wilderness road, he couldn’t have known he 
would have an encounter with a man that had the potential to affect an entire kingdom. 

 

 

 

 



☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Risen Lord, 
We admit that we are slow to believe, and even 
slower to follow where you lead us. We doubt your 
promise, divide your people, and fail to proclaim 
the power of your resurrection. We choose to live 
small lives when you have given us the biggest gift 
of all: your eternal life. Forgive us. Raise us up to a 
place where we can serve you faithfully. 

Christ is arisen, bringing gifts of life, mercy and 
pardon for sin! Believe that you are forgiven, and go 
out and live in the joy of your Lord’s resurrection in 
the power of God’s Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
HYMN          Baptized in Water     #456 

1 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
 cleansed by the blood of Christ our king: 
 heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, 
 faithfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

2 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
 dead in the tomb with Christ our king: 
 one with his rising, freed and forgiven, 
 thankfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

3 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
 marked with the sign of Christ our king: 
 born of the Spirit, we are God's children; 
 joyfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932 
Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. God of truth, 
You have revealed yourself to people of every 
time, place and situation. May we not put limits on 

where or how your Spirit might capture human 
hearts and spread the word of your gospel far and 
wide, for the sake of our risen Lord. Amen 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
CHILDREN OF GOD 
 

READING              Acts 8:26-39 
26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up 
and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 
27So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 
28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 
was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit 
said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 
30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 
prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what 
you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in 
and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the 
scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep 
he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent 
before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 
describe his generation? For his life is taken away 
from the earth.” 34The eunuch asked Philip, “About 
whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then 
Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news 
about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, 
they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 
“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to 
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 
39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him 
no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



READING                                          Luke 24:44-47 
44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I 
spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, 
the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, 
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name 
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON              
   
HYMN         Take Me to the Water     ACS #957 

1 Take me to the water, 
 take me to the water, 
 take me to the water to be baptized. 
 

2 I love Jesus, 
 I love Jesus, 
 I love Jesus, oh, yes, I do. 
 

3 He's my Savior, 
 he's my Savior, 
 he's my Savior, oh, yes, he is. 
 

4 Glory, hallelujah. 
 Glory, hallelujah. 
 Glory, hallelujah to be baptized. 
 

Text: African American spiritual 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

The word which came through your servant Philip 
spread to places far beyond his own world. May 
your Spirit’s power also magnify our witness and 
extend it well past the limits of our own reach. God 
of truth, hear our prayer. 
 

Even when we draw boundaries of background, 
status or ability, you erase the borders between 
people with your radical message of love for all. 
Instill this passion for our brothers and sisters of 
every persuasion within us as well, so we might be 
more effective, faithful messengers of your gospel. 
God of truth, hear our prayer. 
 

You transformed the Ethiopian officer in the waters 
of baptism, and he was filled with your praises. 
Transform our hearts at the sight of your created 
world: the waters, fields, forests, and deserts, that 
we might be moved to protect them fiercely from 
the ravages of overdevelopment, pollution, and 
irresponsible harvesting of resources. God of truth, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for 
medical workers, and for all who await the vaccine. 
We pray for those enduring famine and hunger and 
for those experiencing homelessness. We pray for 
all who are ill, for all who receive no medical care. 
Heal them with your loving might. God of truth, 
hear our prayer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We who seek to represent Christ cannot always see 
that it is our own hearts which need to be healed. 
Open us to see ourselves honestly, and transform 
our broken places with your Spirit’s mercy. Attend 
to all who need your healing, especially Eric 
Abrahamson, Michael Rasmussen, Larry Haskins, 
Carol Emerson, Eva Jolley, Constance Farber, Yim 
Mui, Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Hilke de 
Arce, Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don Ladue, 
Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, 
Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate 
Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Dennis 
Laine, Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, 
Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. God of 
truth, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; Twin 
Towers United Methodist Church in Alameda, the 
Lutheran Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the 
Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East 
Bay Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the 
fullness of the life of Pastor Stephanie as she 
celebrates her birthday today. God of truth, hear 
our prayer. 

Along with St. Mark, the evangelist and early church 
founder, we honor our ancestors in faith who paved 
a way for us to receive your gospel message. We 
pray for the strength of their convictions in our own 
witness. God of truth, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Incline your ear to our prayers and fill us with power 
to begin living out our faith, by the power of your 
Son our savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that 
you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and 
life-giving Trinity. Amen. 
 
HYMN            I’m Going on a Journey    #446 

1 I'm going on a journey, and I'm starting today. 
 My head is wet, and I'm on my way. 
 Christ's mark is on me; it's on you, too; 
 it says he loves me, and he loves you, too! 
 

2 I'm becoming this day a saint of God. 
 It really doesn't matter what roads I trod. 
 Wherever I go, God's been there, too. 
 God's love has touched me and will carry me 

through. 
 

3 There are other saints who have said amen. 
 They'll keep me faithful to my journey's end. 
 Along the way I want to be 
 the kind of person that God set free. 
 

Text: Kenneth D. Larkin 
Text © 1994 Amity Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  



Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

