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The early Christian church had a debate that brought the concept of grace to the surface.  
It would be God’s gifts, not people’s adherence to the laws, that would cleanse and save. 

 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Risen Lord, 
We admit that we are slow to believe, and even 
slower to follow where you lead us. We doubt your 

promise, divide your people, and fail to proclaim 
the power of your resurrection. We choose to live 
small lives when you have given us the biggest gift 
of all: your eternal life. Forgive us. Raise us up to a 
place where we can serve you faithfully. 

Christ is arisen, bringing gifts of life, mercy and 
pardon for sin! Believe that you are forgiven, and go 
out and live in the joy of your Lord’s resurrection in 
the power of God’s Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 



HYMN   For by Grace You Have Been Saved  #598 

1 For by grace you have been saved  
and even faith is not your own, 
it's the gift of God for you  
and not the works that you have done. 
Don't let anybody boast,  
for this is God's great gift. Amen. 
 

2 "So my grace is all sufficient  
for each child who is my own, 
for my strength is now made perfect  
for each child who is my own. 
When you're weak, then you are strong,  
for this is God's great gift." Amen. 
 

3 So this weakness with contentment  
I'll accept now in myself, 
all my hardships, pains, and griefs  
that still lie deep within myself. 
When I'm weak, then I am strong,  
for this is God's great gift. Amen. Amen. 

 
Text © Fennica Gehrman, admin. Boosey & Hawkes, Inc. 

Text: Kari Tikka, b. 1946; tr. Michael Harper 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Loving God, 
You showed your followers that their salvation 
didn’t depend upon culture or traditions, but on 
the grace freely offered by your Spirit. Show us the 
same open vision of mercy offered to all, 
regardless of background or practice, for the sake 
of the whole world. Amen. 
 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
CHILDREN OF GOD 
 

READING              Acts 15:1-18 
1Then certain individuals came down from Judea and 
were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are 
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you 
cannot be saved.” 2And after Paul and Barnabas had 
no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and 
Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to 
go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the 
apostles and the elders. 3So they were sent on their 
way by the church, and as they passed through both 
Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the conversion 

of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the 
believers. 4When they came to Jerusalem, they were 
welcomed by the church and the apostles and the 
elders, and they reported all that God had done with 
them. 5But some believers who belonged to the sect 
of the Pharisees stood up and said, “It is necessary 
for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep the 
law of Moses.” 
6The apostles and the elders met together to 
consider this matter. 7After there had been much 
debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “My 
brothers, you know that in the early days God made 
a choice among you, that I should be the one 
through whom the Gentiles would hear the message 
of the good news and become believers. 8And God, 
who knows the human heart, testified to them by 
giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; 9and 
in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no 
distinction between them and us. 10Now therefore 
why are you putting God to the test by placing on 
the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our 
ancestors nor we have been able to bear? 11On the 
contrary, we believe that we will be saved through 
the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 12The 
whole assembly kept silence, and listened to 
Barnabas and Paul as they told of all the signs and 
wonders that God had done through them among 
the Gentiles. 13After they finished speaking, James 
replied, “My brothers, listen to me. 14Simeon has 
related how God first looked favorably on the 
Gentiles, to take from among them a people for his 
name. 15This agrees with the words of the prophets, 
as it is written, 16‘After this I will return, and I will 
rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; from 
its ruins I will rebuild it, and I will set it up, 17so that 
all other peoples may seek the Lord—even all the 
Gentiles over whom my name has been called. Thus 
says the Lord, who has been making these things 
18known from long ago.’” 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
READING                                          Luke 2:29-32 
29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in 
peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have 
seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in 
the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON              
 



HYMN Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways #772 

1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
 to keep his statutes still! 
 Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
 to know and do his will! 
 

2 Order my footsteps by your word 
 and make my heart sincere; 
 let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
 but keep my conscience clear. 
 

3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 
 a stricter watch to keep; 
 and should I e'er forget your way, 
 restore your wand'ring sheep. 
 

4 Make me to walk in your commands, 
 'tis a delightful road; 
 nor let my head or heart or hands 
 offend against my God. 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

You helped changed the minds of the early disciples, 
guiding them towards grace and away from 
legalism. Likewise keep us focused on your wide 
mercy and inclusion of all, instead of the trivial 
things that would serve to keep us divided. God of 
all, hear our prayer. 

As our Orthodox brothers and sisters celebrate the 
festival of Easter, revive our own joy at the news of 
your resurrection and fill us with the gladness of 
your promises. God of all, hear our prayer. 
 

You have made every one of us unique, and we each 
have something to bring to the body of Christ. Help 
us recognize and value our particular contributions 
and the things which make us different and 
important. God of all, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for 
medical workers, and for all who await the vaccine. 
We pray for those enduring famine and hunger and 
for those experiencing homelessness. We pray for 
all who are ill, for all who receive no medical care. 
Heal them with your loving might. God of all, hear 
our prayer. 
 

Unlock fixed minds and entrenched beliefs which 
focus on separation and keeping those with whom 
we differ at a distance. Show us the healing that 
needs to take place so that we can embrace all of 
ourselves, and thus embrace others. Send your 
Spirit’s presence to those in need, especially Eric 
Abrahamson, Michael Rasmussen, Larry Haskins, 
Carol Emerson, Eva Jolley, Constance Farber, Yim 
Mui, Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Hilke de 
Arce, Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don Ladue, 
Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, 
Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate 
Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Dennis 
Laine, Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, 
Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. God of all, 
hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
United Lutheran Church in Oakland, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the fullness of 
the life of Don Groskreutz and Chase Beardsley as 
they celebrate their birthdays this week. God of all, 
hear our prayer. 

Along with St. Mark, the evangelist and early church 
We honor Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria and all 
who stand firm in their beliefs so that your gospel 
can be proclaimed. Give us the conviction of our 
forebears in faith. God of all, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 



Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Incline your ear to our prayers and fill us with power 
to begin living out our faith, by the power of your 
Son our savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Today we will receive communion together in our homes.  
Pastor Stephanie will preside with the Words of 

Institution and lead us in the Lord’s Prayer. 
 Following the Lord’s Prayer you will be invited to partake 

of the body and blood of Christ.  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Friends, we have gathered together around our 
many tables, trusting that through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, God is building a great table, 
one that transcends the distance between us. 
 

When Jesus took the bread and broke it in the 
presence of those disciples he walked with on the 
Emmaus road, they recognized him. 
May we, those who gather around Christ’s table, 
recognize him in this meal that unites us in Christ 
and with one another. 
May we find in this meal both compassion and joy,  
strength and consolation, healing and wholeness. 

*adapted from A Prayer for Communion When We Are Separated by 
April Fiet 

 
JESUS’ WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that 
you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and 
life-giving Trinity. Amen. 
 
HYMN     There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy #588 

1 There's a wideness in God's mercy,  
 like the wideness of the sea; 
 there's a kindness in God's justice 
 which is more than liberty. 
 There is no place where earth's sorrows 
 are more felt than up in heav'n. 
 There is no place where earth's failings 
 have such kindly judgment giv'n. 
 

2 There is welcome for the sinner, 
 and a promised grace made good; 
 there is mercy with the Savior; 
 there is healing in his blood. 
 There is grace enough for thousands 
 of new worlds as great as this; 
 there is room for fresh creations 
 in that upper home of bliss. 
 

3 For the love of God is broader 
 than the measures of our mind; 
 and the heart of the Eternal 
 is most wonderfully kind. 
 But we make this love too narrow 
 by false limits of our own; 
 and we magnify its strictness 
 with a zeal God will not own. 
 

4 'Tis not all we owe to Jesus; 
 it is something more than all: 
 greater good because of evil, 
 larger mercy through the fall. 
 Make our love, O God, more faithful; 
 let us take you at your word, 
 and our lives will be thanksgiving 
 for the goodness of the Lord. 

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 



Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

