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Through the parable of the lost sheep and coin, and the parable of the lost son,  
Jesus showed how repentance is about returning what was lost 

and repairing damaged relationships. 
 

 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

God of mercy, 
Jesus was faithful even in the face of death, yet we 
so often fail you in day to day living. Our 

commitment is shaky, our promises are unreliable, 
and our actions are questionable. We quit when 
discipleship becomes difficult and complain that 
we don’t get enough credit. Forgive us our neglect 
of your mission and our lukewarm devotion  
and wake us up to the urgency of your gospel. 

God is gracious and pardons all our shortcomings. 
May the giver of life forgive us our sins and restore 
us to the joy of discipleship and service, for the sake 
of Jesus our faithful Lord. Amen. 



HYMN        God Loved the World   #323 

1 God loved the world so that he gave  
his only Son the lost to save, 
that all who would in him believe 
should everlasting life receive. 

 

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 
who was made flesh and suffered death; 
all who confide in Christ alone  
are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 

3 If you are ill, if death draws near, 
this truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus rescues us from death; 
that is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

4 Be of good cheer, for God's own Son 
forgives all sins that you have done, 
and justified by Jesus' blood, 
your baptism grants the highest good. 

 

5 All glory to the Father, Son,  
and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To you, O blessed Trinity, 
be praise now and eternally! 

 

Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Forgiving God, 
You long for your lost children to return to you. 
Lead us homeward on the path of repentance, that 
we might be restored to you and to your 
community in Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

CHILDREN OF GOD 
 

READING                        Luke 15:1-32 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near 
to listen to him. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were 
grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which 
one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness 
and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When 
he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 

6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends 
and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 
have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who 
need no repentance. 8“Or what woman having ten silver 
coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 
9When she has found it, she calls together her friends 
and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 
the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents.” 
11Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 
12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me 
the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he 
divided his property between them. 13A few days later 
the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a 
distant country, and there he squandered his property in 
dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a 
severe famine took place throughout that country, and 
he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself 
out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled 
himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no 
one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself 
he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have 
bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 
hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say 
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat 
me like one of your hired hands.’ 20So he set off and 
went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father 
saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put 
his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said 
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But 
the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—
the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger 
and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill 
it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And 
they began to celebrate. 25Now his elder son was in the 
field; and when he came and approached the house, he 
heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves 
and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother 
has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, 
because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he 
became angry and refused to go in. His father came out 
and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his 
father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working 
like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your 
command; yet you have never given me even a young 
goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But 



when this son of yours came back, who has devoured 
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf 
for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we 
had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has 
been found.’” 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
READING                                          Psalm 119:167-176 
167My soul keeps your decrees; I love them exceedingly. 
168I keep your precepts and decrees, for all my ways are 
before you. 
169Let my cry come before you, O Lord; give me 
understanding according to your word. 
170Let my supplication come before you; deliver me 
according to your promise. 
171My lips will pour forth praise, because you teach me 
your statutes. 
172My tongue will sing of your promise, for all your 
commandments are right. 
173Let your hand be ready to help me, for I have chosen 
your precepts. 
174I long for your salvation, O Lord, and your law is my 
delight. 
175Let me live that I may praise you, and let your 
ordinances help me. 
176I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek out your 
servant, for I do not forget your commandments. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON              
   

HYMN     Amazing Grace      #779 

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 
 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares  
 I have already come; 
 'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home. 
 

4 The Lord has promised good to me; 
 his word my hope secures; 
 he will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures. 

5 When we've been there ten thousand years, 
 bright shining as the sun, 
 we've no less days to sing God's praise 
 than when we'd first begun. 
 

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

We are sorry for all the things which we allow to 
come between ourselves and others, and between 
ourselves and you, O Lord. Give us a clean slate and 
another chance to build our relationships and renew 
our souls. Merciful God, hear our prayer. 
 

Be with all the children around the world who are 
lost to their families and whose fate is unknown. 
Protect the innocent, comfort the bereaved, bring 
loved ones back together, and bring perpetrators to 
justice for their unspeakable deeds. Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Forgive us for all the species which have gone 
extinct on our watch, blessed creator. Make us 
diligent workers to guard the precious life upon this 
planet, with whom we are so closely bound. 
Merciful God, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for 
medical workers, and for all who await the vaccine. 



We pray for those enduring famine and hunger and 
for those experiencing homelessness. We pray for 
all who are ill, for all who receive no medical care. 
Heal them with your loving might. Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Hearts need healing as much as bodies. Bring us to a 
state of repentance which opens us to your Spirit’s 
renewal and restores lost connections. Heal all 
those who ask for your help, especially the family of 
Bob Abbe, Carol Emerson, Eva Jolley, Deana Nelson, 
Constance Farber, Yim Mui, Adrienne McDonnell, 
Sophia Loera, Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Mary 
Clevenger, Don Ladue, Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly 
Wentz, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, 
Gail Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, 
Geoff Kline, Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie 
Prewitt, Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. 
Merciful God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; St. 
Joseph Roman Catholic Church in Alameda, the 
Lutheran Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the 
Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East 
Bay Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the 
fullness of the lives of Helen Pedersen, Elizabeth 
Madaras and Dorothy Wingire as they celebrate 
their birthdays this week. Merciful God, hear our 
prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

You hear all your children’s prayers and gather the 
lost into your loving arms. Teach us to put our trust 
in you, and in our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that 
you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and 
life-giving Trinity. Amen. 
 
HYMN    Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling  #608 
 

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 
 See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 
 watching for you and for me. 
 

Refrain 
 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 
 You who are weary, come home." 
 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 

3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 
 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and 

pardon, 
 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
 

Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

