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A man’s blindness was punishment for his sin.  
Another man’s sin had yet to be punished.  

But Jesus welcomed them both with compassion, forgiveness, and a new lease on life. 
 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

God of mercy, 
Jesus was faithful even in the face of death, yet we 
so often fail you in day to day living. Our 

commitment is shaky, our promises are unreliable, 
and our actions are questionable. We quit when 
discipleship becomes difficult and complain that 
we don’t get enough credit. Forgive us our neglect 
of your mission and our lukewarm devotion and 
wake us up to the urgency of your gospel. 

God is gracious and pardons all our shortcomings. 
May the giver of life forgive us our sins and restore 
us to the joy of discipleship and service, for the sake 
of Jesus our faithful Lord. Amen. 



HYMN   As the Winter Days Grow Longer   ACS #924 

1 As the winter days grow longer, drawing short 
the hours of night; 

 as our eager expectation waits for Easter’s 
dawning light- 

 yearning people, here we gather, turning 
watchful eyes to you: 

 God who blesses earth with spring-time, shine 
within our world anew! 
 

2 As the vines burst into blossom, fragrant in the 
morning air,  

 lifting spirits with their sweetness, luring hearts 
to thankful prayer- 

 Lenten people, here we gather, seeking lives 
refreshed from sin. 

God who blesses earth with spring-time, bloom 
within our hearts again! 
 

3 As we journey through this season, pilgrims 
through thirsty land, 
quench us with your living presence; guide us 
with your loving hand.  
Wand’ring people, here we gather, called to rest 
along our way.  
God who blesses earth with spring-time, grant 
us sabbath joy this day! 

 

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953  c. 2006 GIA Publications, Inc.  

Music: Welsh melody; arr. hymnal version c. 2020 Augsburg Fortress 

 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Compassionate God, 
You welcomed all people and did not hold their 
misfortunes against them. Encourage us also to set 
aside our prejudice and show the same unbiased 
mercy you demonstrated, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

CHILDREN OF GOD 
 

READING            Luke 18:31-19:10 

31Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, 
“See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything 
that is written about the Son of Man by the 
prophets will be accomplished. 32For he will be 
handed over to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked 
and insulted and spat upon. 33After they have 
flogged him, they will kill him, and on the third day 
he will rise again.” 34But they understood nothing 
about all these things; in fact, what he said was 
hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was 
said. 
35As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting 
by the roadside begging. 36When he heard a crowd 
going by, he asked what was happening. 37They told 
him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 38Then he 
shouted, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
39Those who were in front sternly ordered him to be 
quiet; but he shouted even more loudly, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 40Jesus stood still and 
ordered the man to be brought to him; and when he 
came near, he asked him, 41“What do you want me 
to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me see again.” 
42Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith 
has saved you.” 43Immediately he regained his sight 
and followed him, glorifying God; and all the people, 
when they saw it, praised God. 
19:1He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2A 
man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax 
collector and was rich. 3He was trying to see who 
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could 
not, because he was short in stature. 4So he ran 
ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, 
because he was going to pass that way. 5When Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay 
at your house today.” 6So he hurried down and was 
happy to welcome him. 7All who saw it began to 
grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of 
one who is a sinner.” 8Zacchaeus stood there and 
said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, 
I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as 
much.” 9Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation 
has come to this house, because he too is a son of 



Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek out 
and to save the lost.” 
Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
READING                                         Psalm 84:1-4, 10-12 
1How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 
2My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the 
Lord; my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living 
God. 
3Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a 
nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at 
your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 
4Happy are those who live in your house, ever 
singing your praise. Selah 
10For a day in your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God than live in the tents of 
wickedness. 
11For the Lord God is a sun and shield; he bestows 
favor and honor. No good thing does the Lord 
withhold from those who walk uprightly. 
12O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in 
you. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON              
   
HYMN   O Master, Let Me Walk with You  #818 

1 O Master, let me walk with you 
 in lowly paths of service true; 
 tell me your secret; help me bear 
 the strain of toil, the fret of care. 
 

2 Help me the slow of heart to move 
 by some clear, winning word of love; 
 teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
 and guide them in the homeward way. 
 

3 Teach me your patience; share with me 
 a closer, dearer company, 
 in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
 in trust that triumphs over wrong, 
 

4 In hope that sends a shining ray 
 far down the future's broad'ning way, 
 in peace that only you can give; 
 with you, O Master, let me live. 
 
Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt. 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

If we do not show love, we cannot know the 
Restorer of sight to the blind, sharpen our own eyes 
to see the places where we are needed, and to see 
ourselves as you see us: gifted servants and beloved 
children. God of love, hear our prayer. 
 

O God of all, with wonderful diversity of languages 
and cultures you created all people in your own 
image. Free us from prejudice and fear, that we may 
see your face in the faces of our Asian siblings and 
people around the world. God of love, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Forgiver of sin, you didn’t judge a man for his past 
offenses, but rather saw the true heart within, 
enabling him to become the person he was truly 
created to be. May we, like Zacchaeus, be open to 
the transforming power of your forgiveness. God of 
love, hear our prayer. 
 

We repent of the ways we have abused and 
destroyed this earth, O Lord, and ask for strength 
and wisdom to work toward preserving what 
remains, for the sake of all living things. God of love, 
hear our prayer. 
 



We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for 
medical workers, and for all who await the vaccine. 
We pray for those enduring famine and hunger and 
for those experiencing homelessness. We pray for 
all who are ill, for all who receive no medical care. 
Heal them with your loving might. God of love, hear 
our prayer. 
 

Cure us of our own blindness to love and release us 
from the temptation to serve ourselves alone. Grant 
healing and mercy to all those who need it, 
especially the family of Bob Abbe, Carol Emerson, 
Eva Jolley, Deana Nelson, Constance Farber, Yim 
Mui, Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Hilke de 
Arce, Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don Ladue, 
Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, 
Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate 
Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Dennis 
Laine, Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, 
Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. God of love, 
hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; St. 
Paul Lutheran Church in Oakland, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the fullness of 
the lives of Jackson Bohm, Karen Haines, Mark 
White and Lou O’Connell as they celebrate their 
birthdays this week. God of love, hear our prayer. 

We remember Thomas Cranmer, martyr and 
reformer of your Church, and pray for the strength 
to stand by our witness to your gospel, even in the 
face of opposition. God of love, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

You hear all your children’s prayers and gather the 
lost into your loving arms. Teach us to put our trust 
in you, and in our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that 
you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and 
life-giving Trinity. Amen. 
 
HYMN       The Lord Now Sends Us Forth   #538 
 

 The Lord now sends us forth  
with hands to serve and give, 

 to make of all the earth  
a better place to live.  Repeat 

 

 The angels are not sent  
into our world of pain 

 to do what we were meant  
to do in Jesus' name; 

 that falls to you and me  
and all who are made free. 

 Help us, O Lord, we pray,  
to do your will today.  Repeat 

 

Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 
English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

