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Nothing external could change the hearts and minds of the rich man or his brothers  
as they selfishly ignored the needs of those around them.  

Change comes from within. 
 

 

 

 

 



☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

God of mercy, 
Jesus was faithful even in the face of death, yet we 
so often fail you in day to day living. Our 
commitment is shaky, our promises are unreliable, 
and our actions are questionable. We quit when 
discipleship becomes difficult and complain that 
we don’t get enough credit. Forgive us our neglect 
of your mission and our lukewarm devotion  
and wake us up to the urgency of your gospel. 

God is gracious and pardons all our shortcomings. 
May the giver of life forgive us our sins and restore 
us to the joy of discipleship and service, for the sake 
of Jesus our faithful Lord. Amen. 
 

HYMN   All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly  #461 

1 All who hunger gather gladly;  
holy manna is our bread. 
Come from wilderness and wand'ring.  
Here in truth we will be fed. 
You that yearn for days of fullness, 
all around us is our food. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 
 

2 All who hunger, never strangers;  
seeker, be a welcome guest. 
Come from restlessness and roaming. 
Here in joy we keep the feast. 
We that once were lost and scattered 
in communion's love have stood. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3 All who hunger, sing together, 
Jesus Christ is living bread. 
Come from loneliness and longing. 
Here in peace we have been fed. 
Blest are those who from this table 
live their days in gratitude. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 

 

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993  Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc 
 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Merciful God, 
You care deeply for those who are in need. May we 
be your hands and heart as we go about your work 
of serving the poor, hungry and disadvantaged, 
feeding our souls on kindness and love. Amen. 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

CHILDREN OF GOD 
 

READING             Luke 16:19-31 

19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple 
and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every 
day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named 
Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy 
his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; 
even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The 
poor man died and was carried away by the angels 
to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was 
buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, 
he looked up and saw Abraham far away with 
Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to 
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; 
for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham 
said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you 
received your good things, and Lazarus in like 
manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, 
and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between 
you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that 



those who might want to pass from here to you 
cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to 
us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to 
my father’s house—28for I have five brothers—that 
he may warn them, so that they will not also come 
into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They 
have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to 
them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if 
someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
READING                                           Psalm 41:1-3 
1Happy are those who consider the poor; the Lord 
delivers them in the day of trouble. 
2The Lord protects them and keeps them alive; they 
are called happy in the land. You do not give them 
up to the will of their enemies. 
3The Lord sustains them on their sickbed; in their 
illness you heal all their infirmities. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON              
   

HYMN    We Come to the Hungry Feast  #479 

1 We come to the hungry feast 
 hungry for a word of peace. 
 To hungry hearts unsatisfied 
 the love of God is not denied. 
 We come, we come to the hungry feast. 
 

2 We come to the hungry feast 
 hungry for a world released 
 from hungry folk of ev'ry kind, 
 the poor in body, poor in mind. 
 We come, we come to the hungry feast. 
 

3 We come to the hungry feast 
 hungry that the hunger cease, 
 and knowing, though we eat our fill, 
 the hunger will stay with us; still 
 we come, we come to the hungry feast. 
 
Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943 

Text © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

If we do not show love, we cannot know the 
abundant life which you desire for us. Touch our 
hearts with mercy that we might also be merciful. 
Compassionate God, hear our prayer. 
 

Be with all the children around the world who are 
So much of the world suffers for lack of basic needs. 
Lead us to demand more equitable systems of 
resource use and distribution, that none may be in 
need. Compassionate God, hear our prayer. 
 

Polar ice is melting faster than we can mend this 
broken planet, O Lord. Give us wisdom to deal with 
the challenges ahead and find new ways of living 
and thriving along with your creation. 
Compassionate God, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for 
medical workers, and for all who await the vaccine. 
We pray for those enduring famine and hunger and 
for those experiencing homelessness. We pray for 
all who are ill, for all who receive no medical care. 
Heal them with your loving might. Compassionate 
God, hear our prayer. 
 

Be with those who suffer from diseases related to 
malnutrition as well as those with various eating 



disorders. Feed us on your grace and bring us into 
wholeness with our bodies and our souls. Send your 
healing Spirit to the family of Bob Abbe, Carol 
Emerson, Eva Jolley, Deana Nelson, Constance 
Farber, Yim Mui, Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, 
Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don 
Ladue, Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy 
Stich, Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, 
Kate Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, 
Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, 
Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. 
Compassionate God, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; St. 
John’s Community Church of the ELCA in Oakland, 
the Lutheran Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the 
Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East 
Bay Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the 
fullness of the lives of Stevie O’Connell, Mathew 
Pearce and Mike Luque as they celebrate their 
birthdays this week. Compassionate God, hear our 
prayer. 

Comfort those whose hearts are broken at the loss 
of those they love. Assure us that you hold all the 
departed in your eternal love and that we will see 
them again when our time on earth is done. 
Compassionate God, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

You hear all your children’s prayers and gather the 
lost into your loving arms. Teach us to put our trust 
in you, and in our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that 
you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and 
life-giving Trinity. Amen. 
 
HYMN       When Peace Like a River     #785 
 

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
 when sorrows like sea billows roll, 
 whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

Refrain 
 It is well (it is well) 
 with my soul, (with my soul,) 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials 
should come, 

 let this blest assurance control, 
 that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
 and has shed his own blood for my soul.  

Refrain 
 

3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 
 my sin, not in part, but the whole, 
 is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  
Refrain 

 

4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be 
sight, 

 the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
 the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall 

descend; 
 even so it is well with my soul.  Refrain 
 

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

