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Jesus was busy teaching, healing, and performing miracles throughout the land.  
Unfortunately, the ones who failed to see God working through him  

were the people of his own hometown. 
 

 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

God of light, 
You light a fire within us and ask us to shine, but 
we are quick to hide and make excuses. We shrink 

from challenges, avoid responsibility, and deny the 
goodness of your creation. We seek hollow praise 
and then don’t believe it. Forgive us for hiding our 
God-given light and remaining self-absorbed.  

Children of God, never fear, for you have always 
lived in the mercy of your creator. Hear the words of 
absolution and believe them: you are forgiven, you 
are made whole, you are restored to God. 
Hallelujah! Amen. 
 



HYMN    Hail to the Lord’s Anointed    #311 

1 Hail to the Lord's anointed, 
 great David's greater Son! 
 Hail, in the time appointed, 
 your reign on earth begun! 
 You come to break oppression, 
 to set the captive free, 
 to take away transgression 
 and rule in equity. 
 

2 You come with rescue speedy 
 to those who suffer wrong, 
 to help the poor and needy, 
 and bid the weak be strong; 
 to give them songs for sighing, 
 their darkness turn to light, 
 whose souls, condemned and dying, 
 are precious in your sight. 
 

3 You shall come down like showers 
 upon the fruitful earth; 
 love, joy, and hope, like flowers, 
 spring in your path to birth. 
 Before you on the mountains 
 shall peace, the herald, go; 
 and righteousness in fountains 
 from hill to valley flow. 
 

4 Kings shall fall down before you, 
 and gold and incense bring; 
 all nations shall adore you, 
 your praise all people sing. 
 To you shall prayer unceasing 
 and daily vows ascend; 
 your kingdom still increasing, 
 a kingdom without end. 
 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt. 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Powerful God, 
You stir up your people with challenging words. 
Open our ears to hear truly the truth which you 
bring, and may it shake up our lives so that we can 
be your faithful witnesses in the world. Amen. 
 
 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 

CHILDREN OF GOD 
Pastor Craig Minich shares a special message for our 
children and the young at heart 

 

READING               Luke 4:14-30 

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, 
returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. 15He began to 
teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone. 16When he came to Nazareth, where he 
had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 
the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 
read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor.” 20And he rolled up the 
scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. 
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 
21Then he began to say to them, “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22All 
spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious 
words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not 
this Joseph’s son?” 23He said to them, “Doubtless 
you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure 
yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your 
hometown the things that we have heard you did at 
Capernaum.’” 24And he said, “Truly I tell you, no 
prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 
25But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel 
in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up 
three years and six months, and there was a severe 
famine over all the land; 26yet Elijah was sent to 
none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in 
Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in Israel in the 
time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was 
cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they 
heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with 
rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and 
led him to the brow of the hill on which their town 
was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 
30But he passed through the midst of them and 
went on his way. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
 



READING                                                    Psalm 146 
1Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing 
praises to my God all my life long. 
3Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in 
whom there is no help. 
4When their breath departs, they return to the 
earth; on that very day their plans perish. 
5Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them; who keeps faith forever; 
7who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives 
food to the hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts 
up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the 
righteous. 
9The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds 
the orphan and the widow, but the way of the 
wicked he brings to ruin. 
10The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for 
all generations. Praise the Lord! 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON              
   

HYMN      In Christ There Is No East or West  #650 

1 In Christ there is no east or west, 
 in him no south or north, 
 but one community of love 
 throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

2 In Christ shall true hearts ev'rywhere 
 their high communion find; 
 his service is the golden cord 
 close binding humankind. 
 

3 Join hands, disciples of the faith, 
 whate'er your race may be. 
 All children of the living God 
 are surely kin to me. 
 

4 In Christ now meet both east and west, 
 in him meet south and north; 
 all Christly souls are one in him 
 throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt. 

 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

Sometimes we think we know you and your 
scriptures so well that there is nothing new to be 
learned. Keep us humble, open and receptive to the 
continual renewal of your Spirit among us. God of 
truth, hear our prayer. 
 

As we honor the memory of your servant Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and the prophetic life he lived, 
inspire us to continue his work for justice and 
champion his dream that all persons would be 
regarded as equals. God of truth, hear our prayer. 
 

You created all that we can see and experience, O 
God, and those things which we can neither see nor 
understand. Make us seekers and discoverers in 
your amazing world, and guide us to use our own 
creative powers for good and noble causes. God of 
truth, hear our prayer. 
 

God, our peace and our strength, we continue our 
prayers for those impacted by or grieving because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  Protect the most 
vulnerable among us. Grant wisdom, patience, and 
clarity to health care workers, especially as their 
work caring for others puts them at great risk. Make 
us mindful of the sacrifices others make for our own 
wellbeing. God of truth, hear our prayer. 



Be with those who feel estranged from familiar 
people and places in their lives. Reunite estranged 
people and mend broken relationships, and be 
especially with those whose names we bring before 
you for healing, especially Deana Nelson, Constance 
Farber, Mike Dude, Nick Hayes, Yim Mui, Adrienne 
McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Ollie & Kelly Becker, Hilke 
de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don Ladue, 
Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, 
Patricia Runo, Bob Abbe, Evelyn Berger, Gail 
Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff 
Kline, Fran Kofranek, Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, 
Willie Prewitt and Dorothy Wingire. God of truth, 
hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Pacifica Senior Living in Oakland, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the fullness of 
the lives of Susi Battaglia, Kaye Fitzsimons, Anita 
Burnaford, Gunther Hofmann and Jay Lamb as they 
celebrate their birthdays this week. God of truth, 
hear our prayer. 

We commemorate St. Antony of Egypt and St. 
Pachomius, contemplatives and rejuvenators of 
your Church. Bring us faithfully with them to your 
promised eternal rest, where we will live with all 
your children, embraced by unending love. God of 
truth, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Receive our prayers and shed light on our path as 
we seek to walk in your ways and bring glory to you 
through your son Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
May God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the 

beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ 
keep you in peace. Amen. 
 
HYMN            Rise, Shine, You People!   #665 
 

1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has 
entered 

 our human story; God in him is centered. 
 He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 
 with grace unbounded. 
 

2 See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling; 
 he brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 
 All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 
 now are forgiven. 
 

3 Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling, 
 your songs and prayers against the darkness 

hurling. 
 To all the world go out and tell the story 
 of Jesus' glory. 
 

4 Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us. 
 Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 
 Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation 
 God's new creation. 
 

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt. 
       Text © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

