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Psal� Enchante� Evenin�:
A sho�� journe� throug� Halle�

Text 1

Shabbat 118b:5

Rabbi Yosei said: May my portion be among those who complete Hallel every day. The Gemara

is surprised at this: Is that so? Didn’t the Master say: One who reads Hallel every day is

tantamount to one who curses and blasphemes God. He displays contempt for Hallel by not

reserving it for days on which miracles occurred. The Gemara answers: When we say this

statement of Rabbi Yosei, we are referring to the verses of praise [pesukei dezimra], recited

during the morning service, not to Hallel (Psalms 113–118) recited on special days.

Text 2

Arakhin 10b

The Gemara objects: On Shabbat, which is also distinct from the other days of the week with

regard to its additional offerings, let us say Hallel. The Gemara explains: Shabbat is not called an

appointed day in the Torah, and Hallel is recited only on days that are referred to in the Torah as

appointed days (see Leviticus 23:4), which are days of rejoicing.

Lev. 23:4

These are the set times of ,יהוה the sacred occasions, which you shall celebrate each at its

appointed time:

Text 3

Praised by You Adonai our God, who rules the universe, instilling in us the holiness of mitzvot by

commanding us to recite Hallel.

Text 4

Orach Chayim 422:6

Hallel, like Shmoneh Esrei, is one of the prayers that must be recited in its proper order

(Megillah 17a). If someone misses a word or sentence, he must return to the place he omitted .



Text 5

Babylonian Talmud

Pesachim 117a

וְַהֵּלל ֶזה ִמי ֲאָמרֹו?

Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: The song in the Torah, that is, the Song at the Sea (Exodus

15:1–19), Moses and the Jewish people recited it when they ascended from the sea. The

Gemara asks: And who said this Hallel mentioned in the mishna, Psalms 113–118? The Gemara

answers: The Prophets among them established this Hallel for the Jewish people, that they

should recite it on every appropriate occasion; and for every trouble, may it not come upon

them, they recite the supplications included in Hallel. When they are redeemed, they recite it

over their redemption, as Hallel includes expressions of gratitude for the redemption.

Text 6

Taanit 28b

As Rabbi Yoḥanan said in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yehotzadak: On eighteen days a year,

the individual completes the full Hallel. And they are: The eight days of the festival of Sukkot,

including the Eighth Day of Assembly; the eight days of Hanukkah; the first Festival day of

Passover; and the Festival day of Assembly, i.e., Shavuot. And in the Diaspora, where a second

day is added to each Festival due to uncertainty over the correct date, there are twenty-one

days, and they are: The nine days of the festival of Sukkot, including the last day, known as the

Celebration of the Torah, the eight days of Hanukkah, the first two days of Passover, and the two

Festival days of Assembly.



Text 7 - ַהֵּלל Halle�, the journey, with a few stops

Psalm 113
Halleluyah! Praise Adonai
Sing praises servants of the Lord.
May the Name of the Lord be blessed from now and forever.
From the rising of the sun in the East to its setting, the name of the Lord is praised.
Above all nations is the Lord, God’s honor is above the heavens.
Who is like the Lord, our God, Who sits on high;
Who looks down upon the heavens and the earth?
God brings up the poor out of the dirt; from the refuse piles, God raises the destitute.
And seats them with the powerful, with the powerful of God’s people.
God settles a barren woman in a home, a happy mother of children. Halleluyah!

Psalm 114

In Israel's going out from Egypt, the house of Ya'akov from an alien people.
Yehudah was his sanctuary, and Yisrael, his dominion.
The Sea saw and fled, the Jordan turned to the rear.
The mountains danced like rams, the hills like young sheep.
What is happening to you, O Sea, that you are fleeing, O Jordan that you turn to the rear; O
mountains that you dance like rams, O hills like young sheep?
From before the Master, tremble O earth, from before Ya’akov’s God
Who turns the boulder into a pond of water, the flint into a spring of water.

Psalm 115

Not to us, not to us, but rather to Your name, give glory for your kindness and for your truth.
Why should the nations say, "Say, where is their God?"
But our God is in the heavens, all that God wanted, has been done.
Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.
They have a mouth but do not speak; they have eyes but do not see. They have ears but do not
hear; they have a nose but do not smell. Hands, but they do not feel; feet, but do not walk; they
do not make a peep from their throat.
Like them will be their makers, all those that trust in them.
Israel, trust in the Lord; their help and shield is God.  House of Aharon, trust in the Lord; their
help and shield is He. Those that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord; their help and shield is He.



Psalm 115 (continued)

Adonai remembers us with blessings;
God will bless the House of Israel;
God will bless the House of Aharon and will bless those that fear the Lord, the small ones with
the great ones.
May the Lord increase your blessings, to you, to you and to your children.
Blessed are you to the Lord, the maker of the heavens and the earth.
The heavens belong to Adonai, but the earth has been given to humanity.
It is not the dead that will praise the Lord, and not those that go down to silence.
But we will bless the Lord from now and forever.
Halleluyah!

Psalm 116
I have loved the Lord - since He hears my voice, my supplications. Since He inclined His ear to
me - and in my days, I will call out. The pangs of death have encircled me and the straits of the
Pit have found me and I found grief. And in the name of the Lord I called, "Please Lord, Spare my
soul." Gracious is the Lord and righteous, and our God acts mercifully. The Lord watches over
the silly; I was poor and He has saved me. Return, my soul to your tranquility, since the Lord has
favored you. Since You have rescued my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from
stumbling. I will walk before the Lord in the lands of the living. I have trusted, when I speak - I
am very afflicted. I said in my haste, all men are hypocritical.

What can I give back to the Lord for all that He has favored me? A cup of salvations I will raise
up and I will call out in the name of the Lord. My vows to the Lord I will pay, now in front of His
entire people. Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of His pious ones. Please Lord, since I
am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant; You have opened my chains. To You will I offer a
thanksgiving offering and I will call out in the name of the Lord. My vows to the Lord I will pay,
now in front of His entire people. In the courtyards of the house of the Lord, in your midst,
Jerusalem. Halleluyah!

Psalm 117

Praise Adonai, all nations; laud God, all peoples.

God’s love has overwhelmed us;

God’s faithfulness endures forever.  Hallelujah!



Psalm 118

Thank Adonai, since God is good God’s love is forever.

Let the House of Israel now say: “God’s love is forever.”

Let the House of Aharon now say: "God’s love is forever."

Let those that fear Adonai now say, "God’s love is forever."

From distress I have called, Lord; who answered me from the wide space.

Adonai is with me, I will not fear, what can mortals do to me?

The Lord is for me with my helpers, and I shall glare at those that hate me.

It is better to trust Adonai than to trust in man. It is better to depend on Adonai than to trust in

the powerful.

All the nations surrounded me - in the name of the Lord, as I will chop them off.

They surrounded me, they also encircled me - in the name of the Lord, as I will chop them off.

They surrounded me like bees, they were extinguished like a fire of thorns - in the name of the

Lord, as I will chop them off.

Hard pressed was I, and tottering, but Adonai stood by me. Adonai is my strength, my might, my

deliverance.

The homes of the righteous echo with songs of deliverance:   The sound of happy song and

salvation is in the tents of the righteous, the right hand of the Lord acts powerfully. I will not die

but rather I will live and tell over the acts of the Lord. The Lord has surely chastised me, but He

has not given me over to death.

Open up for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them, thank the Lord. This is the gate of

the Lord, the righteous will enter it.

I will thank You, since You answered me and You have become my salvation.

The stone that was left by the builders has become the main cornerstone.

From the Lord was this, it is wondrous in our eyes.

This is the day of the Lord, let us exult and rejoice upon it.



Please, Lord, save us now; please, Lord, save us now;

please, Lord, give us success now!; please, Lord, give us success now!

Blessed be the one who comes in the name of the Lord,

we have blessed you from the house of the Lord. God is the Lord, and He has illuminated us; tie

up the festival offering with ropes until it reaches the corners of the altar.

You are my Power and I will Thank You; my God and I will exalt You.

Thank the Lord, since God is good, since God’s love endures forever.

Text 8

Concluding Blessing

יְַהְללּו� יְהֹוָה ֱא�ֵהינּו ַעל ָּכל ַמֲעֶׂשי�. וֲַחִסיֶדי� ַצִּדיִקים עֹוֵׂשי ְרצֹונֶ�. וְָכל ַעְּמ� ֵּבית יְִׂשָרֵאל. ְּבִרּנָה יֹודּו
ִּכי ְל� טֹובוִיָבְרכּו וִיַׁשְּבחּו וִיָפֲארּו וִיׁשֹוְררּו וִירֹוְממּו וְיֲַעִריצּו וְיְַקִּדיׁשּו וְיְַמִליכּו ֶאת ִׁשְמ� ַמְלֵּכנּו ָּתִמיד.

ְלהֹודֹות. ּוְלִׁשְמ� ָּנֶאה ְלַזֵּמר. ִּכי ֵמעֹוָלם וְַעד עֹוָלם ַאָּתה ֵאל: ָּברּו� ַאָּתה יְהֹוָה ֶמֶל� ְמֻהָּלל
:ַּבִּתְׁשָּבחֹות

To You it is good to chant praise; to Your glory it is fitting to sing.  You are God, from age to age,

everlastingly.  Praised are You Adonai, Sovereign acclaimed with songs of praise.

Text 9

Franz Rosenzweig (quoted in new Conservative Siddur, Or Hadash)

The three pilgrimage festivals, that of the deliverance from Egypt, that of the revelation of the

Ten Commandments, and that of the Feast of Booths in the wilderness, feasts to which

everyone in the land once journeyed to the common sanctuary, give an image of the people as

the carrier of revelation. Creation and redemption, too, are revealed in revelation, creation

because it was done for the sake of revelation; redemption because revelation bids us wait for

it. And so, in the course of the destiny of the people chosen for revelation, the periods of the

feasts in which this people grows aware of its vocation to be the recipient of revelation are

grouped around the day and the moment on which revelation is actually received. The vocation

is shown in three stages: the people are created into a people; this people is endowed with the

words of revelation; and with the Torah it has received this people wanders through the

wilderness of the world.The eight days  of  Passover and Sukkot are grouped around the

two-days of Shavuot. In these three festivals, the steps of eternal history pace the ground of the

year with its cycle of Sabbaths, a ground which is, as it were, eternal in nature.




