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Newsletter editors: Chandra Sargent Mead & Bonnie Ketterl Kane 

                           Museum  website:   www.rrchs.org 

                            Museum email:  rrchs@frazmtn.com 

Museum phone:  661-245-7747 

Museum hours:   Fri., Sat. & Sun. 12-4; summer 12-5 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION:
RIDGE ROUTE ROAD TURNS 100!!

 

We are excited to announce that our 

namesake, the RIDGE ROUTE, opened to the public 

100 years ago this coming October. 

With the advent of the motor vehicle, 

automobilists began demanding improvement to the 

dirt trails long rutted by wagons. The road along the 

coast of California was available, but inland routes 

took drivers through dangerous, rocky and 

sometimes water- and mud-filled canyons.  

    
               This was a road??? 

 

   
Men and horses work to free an automobile from a muddy creek 

 The ridge tops of the mountains north of Los 

Angeles were chosen for the new road; hence the 

name - the “Ridge Route”.   

 

The new California highway was laid out and 

construction began in 1914. Building materials, water 

and supplies for the construction camps were hauled 

by a fleet of sixteen motor trucks from railroad sidings 

in Newhall and Lancaster. Laborers, working twelve 

hour shifts, were paid from $3.50 to $6 a day with a $1 

a day charge for the use of the commissary and tent 

housing. Through many challenges, the beautifully 

but rather crudely cut dirt road was oiled and 

opened to the public in October of 1915. 

 

 
   Road being cut through the mountains  

 

 At the same time that this improved road 

between Los Angeles and Bakersfield opened, the 

Panama Canal was also completed (in 1914). World 

Fairs or Expositions were planned in San Diego and 

San Francisco to commemorate the opening of the 

Canal. Excited travelers from across the country 

planned trips through the long awaited Panama 

Canal and the ships they traveled on, which made 

stops in San Diego and San Francisco. The new Ridge 
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Route Road offered travelers the opportunity to 

leave the ocean, purchase an automobile, drive 

through the interior of California to visit the Expositions 

and then drive home. Of course the newly opened 

Ridge Route offered many a Californian the 

opportunity to visit the Panama Canal Expositions as 

well.  
 

 
Driving along the newly cut Ridge Route Road in Grapevine 

Canyon 

Because of World War I most of the paving 

was delayed until 1919. Newspapers advertised for 

workers, “veterans preferred”, to put those returning 

from the war back to work. Of course the road had 

to be closed during paving, but once opened again 

it was a very popular but slow and curvy drive with 

beautiful views in every direction. Early residents 

joked that the narrow concrete road was just one 

long sidewalk between Los Angeles and Bakersfield.  

 

   
   The newly paved Ridge Route down towards Castaic  

In the next issue of the Ridge Route Rambler 

we will include a number of stories of the travel on 

the road found in Bonnie Kane’s book, “A VIEW 

FROM THE RIDGE ROUTE: THE ROADWAYS”.  We also 

wish to announce that a CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

will be held in honor of the HISTORIC RIDGE ROUTE 

ROAD on October 3rd, so mark your calendars and 

plan to attend. More on this event in the next issue of 

this newsletter. 

As many of you may know, the Ridge Route 

Preservation Organization accomplished getting the 

Road on the National Register of Historic Places in 

1997 and since then has been working to get it on 

the list of National Scenic Byways so that it will be 

maintained. This struggle continues. You can help the 

effort by going to www.ridgeroute.org and signing 

the petition on that site. 

 

CAR CLUBS 
 Come visit us at our booth at the Ridge Route 

Run Car Show hosted by the Frazier Mountain Car 

Club on Sat. May 23rd on the "main street" of town, 

Mt. Pinos Way. In addition to our books, we hope to 

have R.R. Centennial mugs and magnets available, 

as well as our new R.R. Self Guided Tour. 

 Every year, the museum is privileged to have 

car clubs visit us. On Sat. June 20th the San Fernando 

Valley Mustang Club will be joining us. The public is 

welcome to walk over from the Post Office and visit 

with the owners.  

     
Another car enthusiast's (Elaine Byrd) 50's era Studebaker "posed" 

by our gas station. 

 

"NITE" TALK 
 Continuing our tradition of providing 

informative speakers, on Fri. June 19th Dr. Laurie Solis, 

archaeologist and adjunct professor of Anthropology 

at College of the Canyons, will make a presentation 

at the museum on the Tatavium people, who 

inhabited the area from the western Antelope Valley 

to the Santa Clara River Valley. In addition to 

numerous excavations on Tatavium sites, she has 

worked closely as a liaison with the Paiute Shoshone, 

Gabrielino/Tongva, Morongo band of Mission Indians 

and Tatavium/Fernandeno band of Mission Indians. 

Her book, "Tatavium: People Who Face the Sun", the 

only book ever published on this people group, will 

be available for purchase. 

http://www.ridgeroute.org/
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HAPPY HIDDEN HISTORY HOUR . .   
 

Bring the children for a fun hour of exploring 

the museum grounds. A number of “guess what?” 

items will be shown, There will be some gold panning, 

a treasure hunt for those who can read, a scavenger 

hunt for those who can’t, prizes, refreshments and 

more. The program begins at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 

June 27th. Don’t miss this “Happy Hour” at the 

Museum – just for kids (parents welcome of course). 

There will be a $5 charge per child.  

 

ANNUAL MUSEUM PICNIC  
 

The museum’s very popular Annual Picnic will 

be held on Saturday, July 18th so be sure to mark your 

calendar and join this pleasant afternoon outing of 

food and entertainment. Hamburgers and hot dogs, 

as well as cold drinks will be provided; please bring a 

side dish to share. Admission for members is free; cost 

for adult non-members will be $3; children under 11- 

$1. Come for this great community get-together. 
 

NIGHT WALK. . . 
 

This year’s evening walk will be along the 

main street of Frazier Park. Your tour guide, Bonnie 

Kane, will take you on a tour of various buildings in 

the center of the community – legendary or 

otherwise. The walk will begin at the museum at 6:30 

p.m. on July 28th and return to the museum by about 

8 p.m. There is a $6 charge for the event along with a 

handout. 

 

HISTORIC SITE PICNIC 
 

Replacing our Invitational Dinner on our 

summer schedule this year will be an historic outing in 

conjunction with a catered meal. This year Tejon 

Ranch has graciously allowed us to use the picnic 

grounds at the Old Headquarters of the Ranch 

(northeast of the Grapevine) for a late afternoon 

picnic and a program of the history of that area. We 

will be asking $50 a person as a major fundraiser for 

the museum. This event will be on Saturday August 

22nd, meeting at the gate at 4 p.m. to enter the area. 

No entrance will be granted after 4 p.m. Directions 

will be given upon registration. Make your 

reservations early! 

 

COMING TO THE BOOK STORE 
 

Just out: we have developed a SELF-GUIDED 

DRIVING TOUR OF THE HISTORIC OLD RIDGE ROUTE 

ROAD. This tour begins at the bottom of Grapevine 

Canyon and continues south to the Tumble Inn 

where the road is currently closed, but all road stops 

and sites beyond the gate are included. The 

southern portion of the tour continues at Templin 

Highway off Interstate 5. Most all remaining sections 

of the old Ridge Route as well as the locations and 

pictures of former road side stops are shown. Copies 

are available in the museum book store or on-line 

through our web site at www.rrchs.org.   

 

LOCAL FLOWERS 
 

  Our flower season was short this year 

but none the less spectacular. The poppy picture 

was taken along Gorman Post Road and the lupine 

photo was taken along the Ridge Route road south 

of the Sandberg Inn,  

 

 

 

 
 

 Another best kept secret to keep in mind for 

flower viewing in the future is the Arthur P. Ripley 

Desert Woodland State Park, south of Highway 138, 

east of 210th St.W. Go check it out - admission is free. 

 
 
 

http://www.rrchs.org/
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"BLOOMER" TEA PARTY 
 On April 9th, the museum hosted its first tea 

party, where we showed off our (antique) underwear 

- collection, that is. Shown below are some of the 

ladies that attended, and at right, Bonnie Kane 

"showing it off". 

 If enough interest is shown, we may have 

more tea parties in the future with topics such as 

local flowers, birds, or butterflies, or even more 

bloomers. Send us your ideas.  

 

 
 

        
 

OUR READERS WRITE. . .  
 We had several nice comments on our 

unique “Do Nothing Festival” , although donations 

were a bit sparse this year. Please know we will take 

donations at any time to help pay our bills. 
 

 We also had a reader comment on our 

proposed patio construction, confirming our intent to 

use pavers, so that it drains properly. Thank you.-  

 

 

DON'T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR DUES! 

Ridge Route Communities Museum & Historical Society 

Mail to: PO Box 684, Frazier Park, CA  93225 

New Member  Renewal 

_____   _____   Individual Membership     $20.00 

_____   _____   Family Membership    $30.00 

_____   _____   Senior Membership    $15.00 

_____   _____   Student Membership    $10.00 

_____   _____   Business Membership    $50.00 

_____   _____   Lifetime Membership    $300.00 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address ________________________________ Telephone(s): ________________________________ 

I would like to receive my newsletter by: _____ Email  _____US Mail 

_____Gift Membership for: Name(s) __________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____Memorial Gift given in the name of _____________________________________________________ 

Address where acknowledgment can be sent_________________________________________________ 

Donations: $______Building Fund  $_______Publication Fund  $______General Fund 



 

   5 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES  

THAT SUPPORT US! 
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MANY THANKS TO 

 

FOR THE PRINTING OF OUR NEWSLETTER!!!!  
 
 

A BIG "THANK YOU!"  
 

TO TABATHA OF TABCLEAN FOR MUSEUM HOUSEKEEPING 
 

TO SCOTT ROSEN & FRAZIER MOUNTAIN INTERNET 
FOR HIS SERVICES AND SUPPORT!  

 
AND TO                   FOR THEIR CONTINUED SOFTWARE SUPPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

RIDGE ROUTE COMMUNITIES MUSEUM & HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

P.O.BOX 684  

FRAZIER PARK, CA 93225  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR  

LABEL FOR MEMBERSHIP  

RENEWAL DATE! 

 


