
DPP Team of the Month (August 2022) 

Lisa Cleary and Riva 
 

Riva joined our family in January of 2012 and 

immediately we could see her favorite things were to 

lay right next to someone and to be pet.  She was 

calm, patient and could contort her body into any 

position so that she could fit on our lap.  Riva is a 

Goldendoodle, but our kids called her the “Golden-

Noodle”. 

 

I had been a puppy sitter for Guide Dogs and 

was enamored with the amazing way in which 

these animals changed and enhanced people’s 

lives.  I decided that becoming a therapy dog 

was a perfect fit for Riva and her temperament.  

People were always asking to pet her because 

she is so soft, and she was always happy to 

comply. She has the absolute longest 

eyelashes that everyone asks about. She is 

much more interested in humans than other 

dogs and we often joked that she wasn’t even 

aware she was a dog. We saw she was already 

bringing the same joy to others that she 

brought to our family, so in 2019, we decided 

to make it official and became a Therapy team. 

We both really like kids and books, so we 

focused our energies on schools and the 

library.  Riva and I started visiting Mortensen Elementary right away.  We have the 

privilege of reading and spending time with students in a one-to-one setting.  We work 

on responsibility and listening skills and play lots of fun games and read lots of good 
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books.  The kids get so excited that they often ask if they can bring a friend or sibling 

to our next visit!  During 2020, we started sending pictures and videos and interacting 

via Zoom.  Now we are back in the classroom and Riva likes that best. 

 

We also began visiting the Jefferson County Library once a month to read with the 

kids that came in to check out books.  We enjoyed the variety of books and library 

patrons during those visits.  We had one child come regularly and his parent shared 

that he had a fear of dogs and this program was really helping him to get over that.  

They were even starting to make plans to get one of their own! 

During 2020, we became aware of a need for Therapy teams at Denver Health.  At that 

time, the requests were for teams to work with staff, so Riva and I started visiting the 

hospital and hanging out in the staff break area.  This is one of our new favorite things 

to do.  Riva is a great distraction during long and difficult days for the hospital 

workers.  Our favorite thing is when they stop by to show us pictures of their own 

animals and tell us about their day. 
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Being a Therapy team through Denver Pet Partners has been such a wonderful 

blessing. We are grateful for the training, the support and the opportunities to meet 

and interact with so many incredible people. 
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