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From the Editor 
Whew!  Spring and Summer have finally arrived!  While the blooming plants 
and flowers and warm sunshine brings out the bugs, it also brings our 
horses out of their winter wardrobes.  In place of heavy, warm blankets, fly 
sheets, fly masks, and leg protection covers our equine beauties.  This also 
brings out an opportunity to get out and enjoy our fabulous trails and spend 
countless hours smiling and reveling in the relationship we have with our 
horses.   

My show season has started and so far so good!  We’re off to a great start 
with a successful summer and fall before us.  I’m so fortunate to have the 
Showgrounds to train at and the miles of trails for fitness work.  No doubt, 
these have been instrumental in preparing us for our competitive endeavors.  
I hope you take advantage of all that our community offers with your equine 
partners and I’ll look for you out and about! 
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2015 Officers 

President - Brita Tansey      
 973-271-7186                         
Vice President - Megan Finkle       
 908-331-0600           
Secretary - Victoria Sroka          
 908-304-5762           
Treasurer - Mare Olsen     
 973-765-0337   
Members-At-Large -               
 Jamie Miller                             
 Kathleen Young                   
 Katrina Vitale                      
 Ingrid Johnston                 
 Miriam Scully             
Newsletter Editor -       
 Ingrid Johnston 
alliefinale1@gmail.com 

******************************* 

Membership 
Letters have 
been mailed. 
Please make 

sure your membership is 
up to date so you can 
enjoy the beautiful 
Harding Trails. If you 
need a form,please visit 
our website at 
www.bridlepath.org 

TATTLE TRAILS 
 Newsletter of the Harding Township Green Village Bridle 

Path Association 
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Welcome! to our newest members Tiggy 
Williams (left on Jazmin) and Ian Ucko (right on 
Oreo).  Enjoying being out on their first trail ride with 
President Brita Tansey on Sterling
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Trail News 

       
 Megan Finkle taking no prisoners trail clearing 
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   Our next scheduled trail maintenance day is 
September 12 / rain date is September 13

ASK THE TRAINER 

What a fun photo-taken during 
Jeff Cook’s jumping clinic at 
the USET headquarters in 
Gladstone this spring. !
Here is Vicky Sroka and her 
adorable mare Isabel both 
looking eagerly towards the 
next jump . Isabel is jumping 
high over this fence, (I happen 
to know it had a funny looking 
ground line in front of it) !
Vicky is slightly high out of her 
saddle with her seat, however 
I commend her on maintaining 
a soft contact with her horse’s 
mouth! !
Thank you for sharing this 
photo !!!
This edit ion of Ask The 
Trainer is by Nancy Jones 
who operates a training, 
boarding , and foaling facility 
out of Logansbrook Equine 
Cente r in New Vernon . 
“Jonesie” is a long-t ime 
resident of Harding and 
coaches and trains horses 
and riders in a number of 
sports including hunters, 
jumpers, and equitation. !

As the summer gets started, we have begun to see some 
new faces out and about on the bridle paths.  Much has 
been accomplished in relocating and redesigning some 
existing trails.  The latest changes we have made have 
been beneficial to us in that our “new and improved” trails 
are nicer than the old ones.  !
Thanks to Gus and Ellen Martinez who coordinated and 
designed the 10 mile course for the Spring Valley Hunter 
Pace.  The pace was held on June 7th and meandered 
through some of the most scenic paths with beautiful 
vistas.  They also incorporated our relocated trails, making 
them look very established.   !
We have our new brush hog on our tractor thanks to Jamie 
Miller who worked out the deal to purchase it and picked it 
up, and also to Ron Young, who helped install it.  Also a 
huge thanks to Mike Nolan, who came out with me one 
day and cut up some very big trees that had been down 
since Hurricane Sandy.  These trees were lying across the 
pristine Primrose Brook. !
We have been out mowing twice so far trying to keep up 
with the rapid growth of grass.  With all the rain that we’ve 
had the last few weeks, the cutting of hay has been 
somewhat stalled. We have been hesitant to cut trails 
around a few of the hay field because of the wet ground.  
Please remember, even if a trail isn’t cut around a hay 
field, please stay on the tree line and off the hay as much 
as possible. !
As always, stay on the designated bridle trails.  Please be 
respectful of the landowners and their pets.  Please make 
sure your membership dues are current.  If you have any 
questions concerning the trails, whether it is to report 
damage, or just wanting to learn more about the trails, feel 
free to ask.  We encourage riders to get out on the 
trails…..be responsible…..be good to your horse……be 
safe and have fun!  Please remember that our trails are not 
open to bikes, ATV’s or any other motorized vehicles 
except during bridle path maintenance. The trails are 
mostly on private land. The trails are for equestrian 
activities only !
Kathleen Young  klnyoung@hotmail.com 
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New Business Around the Grounds 
Our Bridle Path Flag has been repaired and flies proudly beneath our Nation’s Colors. 

We’ve set up the dressage ring in the stone arena and some fences in the big field at the show grounds and most of the 
fences look great.  If you’re interested in helping to doctor any up, please contact Mare Olsen at 973-765-0337 

What’s Happening?? 
Boy has it been a busy start and we’re planning on some more clinics and fun activities this year!  Please join us for any 
and all - they’re always a great time.  More information will be provided as plans are finalized.  If you have any suggestions 
for upcoming events, please contact Brita Tansey or any member of the Board.  Some things we have in mind are 

 

!

We had a great turnout for Megan Finkle’s clinic at the Showgrounds in May.  Everyone had a 
great time and learned a lot.  Below left is Ingrid Johnston and Leader’s Finale tackling the 
one-stride and Dan Somers (right) leaping over a vertical.	
!

!
!
!
!

We were also well represented at the New Vernon Memorial Day Parade!  Bridle Path Members (left) 
and Payton, CC & Juliet on Captain (right) 

 

!
!
!
!
!
!
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         SVH Hunter Pace- June 7 
•         Fun Show- October 24, 2015.  
•        General Membership Meeting Tuesday, September 15, 2015   

6:00pm at the Tansey residence.      
•        Holiday Party
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!
Vicky Sroka’s Summer Clinics - Learning is FUN 

!
    I attended two clinics hosted by LogansBrook Equine Center at the fabulous USET 
Headquarters.  I went to the first one in April with the renowned hunter/jumper trainer Jeff 
Cook.  I rode my Isabel and also another boarder’s green horse in the clinic and had a 
wonderful and meaningful experience.  Jeff is very big on correct position on the flat and over 
jumps, which means eyes up, heels down, among other things.  The flatwork involved lateral 
work, stride adjustment, and hind-end engagement, all of which prepares you for jumping.  
The clinic ended with a complete course, which incorporated single jumps, roll back turns and 
bending lines.  It was a great clinic and I can’t wait to have him come back again! !
     The second clinic I attended was in May, and the featured clinician was Olympic event 
rider/ trainer/ clinician Jim Wofford.  His clinic was a gymnastic clinic, which can benefit any 
horse that jumps, regardless of discipline.  Jim had not been back to the USET Headquarters 
for 50 years so he was looking forward to visiting his old training grounds.  I rode my Isabel 
again in this two-day clinic.  Each day started out with an hour Question and Answer session.  
It was fascinating to listen to Jim explain his theories on modern day eventing and the basics 
that need to be met by horse and rider as a team.  The gymnastics increased in difficulty each 
day, and were built on what you and your horse had learned the previous day.  By the end, 
the horses were jumping better, and both rider and horse had more confidence navigating 
through a succession of jumps.  It was an awesome experience!  Everyone had a fantastic 
time and wanted to know, “ When is he coming back? “.  Logansbrook is trying to come up 
with a possible date for the fall.  Auditors are welcome and encouraged to come! !
From Isabel with Love 

!
                              Isabel & Allie 
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Dear Allie, !
It’s your new friend Isabel, or Isabella as 
your mom likes to call me!  I’m so happy 
to have you in my lessons.  I think my 
lady is learning a lot by watching your 
lady.  They are starting to understand that 
we might actually have a clue when it 
comes to jumping over stuff.  If they would 
just keep their eyes up and heels down, 
we would jump anything for them!  My 
lady’s trainer has been telling her for 
years to do these things.  I try to tell her 
too, by shaking my head after a bad jump.  
I haven’t given up on her yet.  Your lady 
seems very nice too.  They take really 
good care of us. Just look at our shiny 
coats, mane and tails!  I can’t wait for our 
next get together! !
Your Friend, Isabel aka Isabella 
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Exhibit at Kemmerer Library is a Collaboration of Artists 
!

A combined exhibit, “The Spirit of the Horse,” by Lin Salerno of Clark and Sandra Graham of 
Bloomfield will be the next exhibit at the Kemmerer Library. !
The show will open with a reception Friday, September 11, 2015 from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.  The public is 
invited.  The exhibit will run through Thanksgiving. !
Lin’s love of horses is displayed in her dynamic acrylic interpretations and Sandra’s ability to capture 
the essence of the horse is viewed in her mesmerizing photographs of her equine subjects. !
Salerno’s art is a reflection of her deep compassion for her equine companions. Her self-taught 
approach to acrylic stylized interpretations combines with a genuine appreciation of her subjects that 
provide a unique perspective of the equine soul. !
Graham, an avid outdoors person and nature enthusiast, developed a keen interest and knowledge of 
photography at a young age.  Her firsthand observations of the horse have enabled her to capture the 
unique spirit of her magnificent subjects.  !
The library’s regular hours are weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Kemmerer Library is located at 19 Blue Mill Road, New Vernon, New Jersey 07976.  For more 
information, call (973) 267-2665. !
A portion of the sales will be donated to Kemmerer Library. !
Hope to see you there!   !!

!
!
!
!

                 Spanish Sun by Sandra Graham                    Smokey Quartz by Lin Salerno 

!
!

 Fun Times at the Summer Picnic.  Photo courtesy of Dr Jerry Neff !! !
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