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Poland Fact File
Official Name: Republic of Poland (Rzeczpospolita Polska)

Location: Central Europe, east of Germany

Capital: Warsaw

National anthem: ‘Mazurek Dabrowskiego’ (Dabrowski’s Mazurka)

Border countries: Belarus 418 km, Czech Republic 796 km, Germany 467 
km, Lithuania 104 km, Russia (Kaliningrad Oblast) 210 km, Slovakia 541 
km, Ukraine 535 km

Area:
Total: 312,685 sq. km
Country comparison to the world: 70
Land: 304,255 sq. km
Water: 8,430 sq. km
Coastline: 440 km
Terrain: mostly flat plain; mountains along southern border
Climate: temperate with cold, cloudy, moderately severe winters with fre-
quent precipitation; mild summers with frequent showers and thunder-
showers

People 

Population: 38,523,261 ( July 2016 est.)

Country comparison to the world: 35

Population growth rate: -0.11% (2016 est.)

Ethnic groups: Polish 96.9%, Silesian 1.1%, German 0.2%, Ukrainian 0.1%, 
other and unspecified 1.7%

Official languages: Polish 

Languages: Polish (official) 98.2%, Silesian 1.4%, other 1.1%, unspecified 
1.3% (data represents the language spoken at home; shares sum to more 
than 100% because some respondents gave more than one answer on the 
census); Poland ratified the European Charter for Regional or Minority 
Languages in 2009 recognizing Kashub as a regional language, Czech, 
Hebrew, Yiddish, Belarusian, Lithuanian, German, Armenian, Russian, 
Slovak, and Ukrainian as national minority languages, and Karaim, Lem-
ko, Romani (Polska Roma and Bergitka Roma), and Tatar as ethnic minor-
ity languages (2011 est.)

Religions: Catholic 87.2% (includes Roman Catholic 86.9% and Greek 
Catholic, Armenian Catholic, and Byzantine-Slavic Catholic .3%), Ortho-
dox 1.3% (almost all are Polish Autocephalous Orthodox), Protestant 0.4% 
(mainly Augsburg Evangelical and Pentacostal), other 0.4% (includes Je-
hovah’s Witness, Buddhist, Hare Krishna, Gaudiya Vaishnavism, Muslim, 
Jewish, Mormon), unspecified 10.8% (2012 est.)

Politics
Government type: parliamentary republic

Administrative divisions: 16 provinces (wojewodztwa, singular - wojewodz-
two); Dolnoslaskie (Lower Silesia), Kujawsko-Pomorskie (Kuyavia-Pomer-
ania), Lodzkie (Lodz), Lubelskie (Lublin), Lubuskie (Lubusz), Malopolskie 
(Lesser Poland), Mazowieckie (Masovia), Opolskie (Opole), Podkarpackie 
(Subcarpathia), Podlaskie, Pomorskie (Pomerania), Slaskie (Silesia), Swi-
etokrzyskie (Holy Cross), Warminsko-Mazurskie (Warmia-Masuria), 
Wielkopolskie (Greater Poland), Zachodniopomorskie (West Pomerania)

Independence: 11 November 1918

Legal system: civil law system; judicial review of legislative, administrative, 
and other governmental acts; constitutional law rulings of the Constitu-

tional Tribunal are final

Chief of State: President Andrzej Duda (since 6 August 2015)

Head of Government: Prime Minister Beata Szydlo (since 16 November 
2015)

Cabinet: Council of Ministers proposed by the prime minister, appointed 
by the president, and approved by the Sejm

Elections: President directly elected by absolute majority popular vote 
in two rounds if needed for a five-year term (eligible for a second term); 
election last held on 10 and 24 May 2015 (next to be held in 2020); Prime 
Minister, Deputy Prime Ministers, and Council of Ministers appointed by 
the President and confirmed by the Sejm

Economy
Currency: Polish zloty (PLN)

GDP (purchasing power parity): US$1.052 trillion (2016 est.)

GDP per capita: US$27,700 (2016 est.)

GDP real growth rate: 3.1% (2016 est.)

GDP contributions by sector: agriculture 2.7%; industry 38.5%; services 
58.9% (2016 est.)

Agriculture products: potatoes, fruits, vegetables, wheat; poultry, eggs, 
pork, dairy

Industries: machine building, iron and steel, coal mining, chemicals, 
shipbuilding, food processing, glass, beverages, textiles

Total exports: US$188.3 billion (2016 est.)

Export commodities: machinery and transport equipment, intermediate 
manufactured goods, miscellaneous manufactured goods, food and live 
animals

Total imports: US$189.5 billion (2016 est.)

Import commodities: machinery and transport equipment, intermediate 
manufactured goods, chemicals, minerals, fuels, lubricants, and related 
materials

Source: www.cia.gov
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Strong Economy Nested in 
the Heart of Europe

Poland, officially the Republic of Poland or Rzeczpospolita 
Polska in Polish, is a central European country situated 
between the Baltic Sea in the north and two mountain 
ranges (the Sudetes and Carpathian Mountains) in the south. 
Poland borders Germany to the west; the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia to the south; Ukraine and Belarus to the east; 
and the Baltic Sea, Kaliningrad Oblast (a Russian exclave) 
and Lithuania to the north. It is the 9th largest country in 
Europe and 70th largest country in the world, with an area 
of 312,679 sq. km. With a population of over 38.5 million 
people, Poland is the 35th most populous country in the 
world, the 8th most populous country in Europe and the 6th 

most populous member of the European Union.

Poland’s history as a state began near the middle of the 
10th century. By the mid-16th century, the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth ruled a vast tract of land in Central and 
Eastern Europe. During the 18th century, internal disorders 
weakened the nation, and in a series of agreements between 
1772 and 1795, Russia, Prussia, and Austria partitioned 
Poland among themselves. Poland regained its independ-

ence in 1918, only to be overrun by Germany and the Soviet 
Union in World War II. It became a Soviet satellite state 
following the war, but its government was comparatively 
tolerant and progressive. Labour turmoil in 1980 led to 
the formation of the independent trade union “Solidarity” 
that over time became a political force with over 10 million 
members. Free elections in 1989 and 1990 won Solidar-
ity control of the parliament and the presidency, bringing 
the communist era to a close. A “shock therapy” program 
during the early 1990s enabled the country to transform its 
economy into one of the most robust in Central Europe. 
Poland joined NATO in 1999 and the EU in 2004. With its 
transformation to a democratic, market-oriented country 
largely completed and with large investments in defence, 
energy, and other infrastructure, Poland is an increasingly 
active member of Euro-Atlantic organizations.

Poland is largest economy in Central Europe, the 8th largest 
economy in the European Union and was the 6th fastest 
growing economy on the continent between 2010 and 2015. 
According to the World Bank, it is ranked in the top 30 for 
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standard of living. Having a strong domestic market, low 
private debt, flexible currency, and not being dependent 
on a single export sector, Poland is the only European 
economy to have avoided the recession, and is recognised 
as an economy with significant development potential. 
Pursuing a policy of liberalising the economy, Poland is a 
successful example of transition from a centrally planned 
to a primarily market-based economy. The country’s most 
successful exports include machinery, furniture, food 
products, clothing, shoes and cosmetics. The country’s 
largest trading partner is Germany.

Membership in 
international organizations

Poland is a member of various international organiza-
tions and unions, including: the European Union, NATO, 
the UN, the World Trade Organization, the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the 
European Economic Area, the International Energy Agency, 
the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe, the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, the European Space Agency, G6, the Council of 
the Baltic Sea States, the Visegrad Group, the Weimar 
Triangle and the Schengen Agreement.

Record economic growth

Poland’s ‘record’ economic growth is a development 
success story, according to the World Bank. The remarka-
ble economic ascent is attributed to bold reforms following 
the collapse of communism in 1990. 

The World Bank’s ‘Lessons from Poland; Insights for 
Poland’ report states the country properly set its institu-
tions – rule of law, property rights, democratic accountabil-
ity, and basic market institutions, after which it used the EU 
accession process and subsequent EU membership in 2004 
to reinforce these achievements. Arup Banerji, World Bank 
regional director for the European Union, said, “Poland is 
an outstanding economic and development success story, 
moving from middle-income to high-income status in 
record time”.

Poland was the only European country to record positive 
growth in 2008 (the year of the global crisis), and to com-
pletely avoid a banking sector crisis. With a population of 
over 38.5 million, Poland had a GDP of US$1.052 trillion, 
making it the largest economy in Central Europe.

The World Bank also commended Poland’s successful con-
nection to global and regional markets, while ensuring 
competition at home, which helped efficient firms to get 
established and created jobs. Furthermore, the report 
pointed out that workers became more productive thanks 
to reforms that raised education quality at one of the fastest 
rates in the OECD countries, as well as the equally impres-
sive infrastructure improvements, supported by judicious 
use of generous EU structural funds.

The report recommended Poland to continue with the 
process of reforms. “If Poland wants to continue its ascent 
and meet the rising expectations of citizens, it needs to 
build on its reform successes – such as prudent fiscal policy 
– but also initiate new reforms around innovation and pro-
gressive labour market regulations and institutions”, Arup 
Banerji emphasized. To ensure continued progress, the 
report also pointed out that better governance is needed to 
build trust in government by making public services more 
client-oriented, transparent, and efficient. Citizens should 
also be more directly involved in governing and public 
service delivery.

Best emerging stock market of 2017

The Polish economy’s strength fueled gains in shares, which 
brought Poland to the top of the list of Best Emerging 
Stock Markets of 2017, according to the Barron’s Emerging 
Markets Daily blog. Poland’s equities are up 21.5%, which 
is the result of the projected economic growth of 3.3% for 
2017, following last year’s 3.1% gain in GPD. 

Foreign buying was helpful not just for Polish shares but 
also the Polish currency, the Zloty. Another factor which 
worked in favour of the Polish bonds was the fact that the 
rating agency Fitch reaffirmed its A- credit rating on the 
country. 
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Lodz: Candidate host for the
International Exhibition EXPO 2022

The Polish city of Lodz officially bid for the International 
Exhibition EXPO 2022 on 15 June 2016, marking the first 
bid from Poland for hosting an Expo. The letter of can-
didature was submitted to the Bureau International des 
Expositions (BIE), which is responsible for organizing the 
World Expos since 1931. 

Specialised Expos, known officially as International Recog-
nised Exhibitions, are organised every five years, between 
each World Expo. They can last up to three months and 
are designed to respond to a specific challenge facing 
humanity. The city of Lodz proposed dates to host the 
Expo from 15 June 2022 to 15 September 2022, under the 
theme ‘City Re: Invented’. The 2017 Expo will be held in 
Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan, and is organised under 
the theme ‘Future Energy’. 

The Polish delegation which presented the candidature was 
led by Piotr Glinski, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Culture and National Heritage, who emphasised Poland’s 
desire to invite all countries to engage in a constructive 
debate. He told delegates that “the idea of peaceful coex-
istence of different nations and cultures has been vital in 
Poland for centuries and it fully coincides with the idea 
of Expos.” Concerning the Expo itself, Tadeusz Koscinski, 
the Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of Develop-
ment, explained that the Expo site would be located in the 
city centre and that Expo buildings would be transformed 
into housing, offices and service outlets. He added that, in 
terms of infrastructure, Lodz is already the best connected 
city in Poland for transport, and by 2022 the city will boast 
a new underground railway station and tunnel link with 
another of the city’s stations.

BIE will make its choice of host city in November 2017, and 
will choose between Lodz, Poland; Minneapolis, United 
States of America; and Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Baltic Pipe: Major 
infrastructure project

In 2016, the Polish gas TSO, Gas Transmission Operator 
GAZ-SYSTEM S.A., and the Danish gas TSO, Energinet.
dk investigated the possibility of establishing an intercon-
nection between the two national markets through a bidi-
rectional offshore pipeline and expansion of the national 
transmission systems to ensure full functionality of the 
new pipeline, in order to secure gas transportation from 
Norway to Poland. The possibility has been investigated 
in a feasibility study for the Baltic Pipe Project, which is at 
the final stage.

The Baltic Pipe Project is a major gas infrastructure project 
that aims at creating a new supply corridor for gas in the 
European gas market. When completed, the proposed 
natural gas pipeline will transport natural gas from Norway 
to Poland via Denmark. The Baltic Pipe, which is set to 
stretch 230 km, aims to diversify gas supplies by connect-
ing the Polish gas system with deposits situated in the 
North Sea.

During his meeting with the Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Borge Brende in February 2017, the Polish Foreign Minister 
Witold Waszczykowski expressed hopes that the gas 
pipeline will be constructed within the next five-six years.

Rich cultural history

Poland is a country with over a thousand years of tradition 
and a turbulent history which may be traced through its 
various historic, religious, industrial and architectural 
monuments and relics. Most of these have been well 
preserved within the major urban centres of Krakow, 
Gdansk, Poznan, Wroclaw or Sandomierz. Despite the 
large number of casualties and destruction the country 
experienced during World War II, Poland has managed 
to preserve much of its rich cultural wealth, including 14 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites, as well as 54 Historical 
Monuments, among many other objects of cultural heritage.
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14 UNESCO World Heritage Sites

All those who wish to deepen their knowledge of history 
and see outstanding art pieces should travel to Poland’s 
UNESCO sites. There are 14 sites in Poland on the UNESCO 
World Cultural and Natural Heritage List: the Historic 
Centre of Krakow; the Wieliczka and Bochnia Royal Salt 
Mines; the Auschwitz Birkenau – German Nazi Concen-
tration and Extermination Camp; the Bialowieza Forest; 
the Historic Centre of Warsaw; the Old City of Zamosc; 
the Castle of the Teutonic Order in Malbork; the Medieval 
Town of Torun; Kalwaria Zebrzydowska: the Mannerist 
Architectural and Park Landscape Complex and Pilgrim-
age Park; the Churches of Peace in Jawor and Swidnica; the 
Wooden Churches of Southern Malopolska; the Muskauer 
Park (Park Muzakowski); the Centennial Hall in Wroclaw; 
and the Wooden Tserkvas of the Carpathian Region in 
Poland and Ukraine. 

The World Heritage Committee will meet for its 41st session 

in Krakow, Poland, from 2 July to 12 July 2017. During 
the session, the Committee will consider requests for the 
inscription of new sites on UNESCO’s World Heritage 
List and examine the state of conservation of sites already 
inscribed on the List, as well as many other issues concern-
ing the implementation of the World Heritage Convention.

‘European Tree of the Year’ award

The European Tree of the Year contest has chosen a Polish 
oak tree named Jozef as their 2017 European Tree of the 
Year for its Holocaust significance and emotional back-
story. According to local legends, the 650-year-old oak 
served as a shelter for two Jewish brothers hiding from 
the Nazis during World War II. The oak Jozef, located in 
the south-eastern village of Wisniowa, has been a symbol 
of pride in Poland for generations. The 30-meter high oak 
is a popular destination for visitors, and is often portrayed 
in paintings and photographs. The natural monument was 
even depicted on Poland’s 100 zloty bill. 
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A European Congress 

with European Questions 
Being the largest business event in Central Europe, the 
European Economic Congress addresses the issues of 
major importance to the future of Europe, revolutionary 
challenges in industry and on the job market, and dynamic 
changes in the geopolitical environment of the European 
economy. The 9th European Economic Congress takes 
place from 10 to 12 May 2017, at the International Congress 
Centre in Katowice, one of Poland’s preferred business 
event destinations.

This top business meeting in Central Europe comes at a 
time when Europe is struggling with internal crises and is 
on the lookout for new forms of cooperation. The Congress 
serves as a forum for open debate, confronting the new 
reality in which economic relations in Europe and across 
the world are built. Furthermore, it also focuses on the 
strength of the Polish economy and individual businesses.
Each year, the European focus of the Congress is enriched 
with a global context brought in by participants from 
other continents, allowing the list of international debates 
and meetings to expand. This three-day cycle of debates, 
meetings and accompanying events attracts key person-
alities in politics, business, science and economics. About 
6,000 guests from Poland and abroad will take part in 100 
thematic sessions, debates and accompanying events. The 
organizer of the European Economic Congress, since the 
first edition in 2009, is PTWP SA Group.

Main themes

A new capitalism – but what kind? – addresses questions 
such as the need for saving capitalism from itself; economic 
liberalism as subject to a crossfire of criticism; balanced 
growth; future contexts for sustainable development; the 
economy’s social responsibility: environment, healthcare, 
ethics; migration, crises and the European job market; level 
of state intervention in the economy etc.

A different Europe in a different world – addresses 
questions such as the need for a new plan for Europe 
needed; what does the European option associated with 
the free market in the economy and democracy in politics 
have to offer; the economy in Europe after Brexit; repercus-
sions for economic exchanges, the European job market 
and finance; likelihood of other exits; possible changes in 
European cohesion policy etc.

The 4th Industrial Revolution – present reality –
addresses questions such as the exhaustion of available 
levers of economic growth; knowledge-based economies 
and the European growth model; reindustrialisation in 
theory and practice; modern industry as a foundation for 
development; how is value created nowadays; international 
division of labour and world superpowers in the light of 
technological progress; importance of the R&D sector in 
European industry; digitalization of the economy; etc. 

Man in the centre – economy, market, labour – 
addresses questions such as work, workers and the 
hierarchy of values in the economy; brain potential i.e. 
human resources in European economies; qualifications 
as determinants of development prospects; disproportion, 
internal diversification and the openness of the European 
job market; migration, the brain drain, competition for 
the most talented; how are technologies of the future 
changing private and professional lives; the new genera-
tion of workers; how to educate for the market in an era of 
constant change; social capital etc.

Creativity and entrepreneurship – addresses questions 
such as the role of the private sector in the development 
of the market and the economy; ideas that can change the 
world; mission versus profit; the culture of entrepreneur-
ship vs. corporate efficacy; the role of leaders in contempo-
rary business organisations etc.
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Theme panels

Energy

Climate policy – continuations and corrections; The future 
of the ETS; Renewable energy sources; Energy system 
security; European power market; Coal-based energy; Elec-
trical energy market in Central Europe; Investments in the 
energy sector; Innovation and R&D in the energy sector; 
Heating and co-generation; Gas market; Investment in the 
gas industry; Smoggy Poland – efficient campaigning for 
low emissions

The future of Europe

The place of Europe in the global economy; The new EU 
budget; Economy in Europe after Brexit; The Juncker plan 
– an important European experience; The Visegrad Group 
(V4) – a new chapter of co-operation

Industry

Metallurgy under siege?; Coal in Europe and Poland; 
Defence industry in Poland; Chemical industry Automotive 
industry in Poland and Europe

Man, job market and the economy

Employees and employers in the light of new technologies; 
Man as an asset to the economy; Social capital and the 
art of effective co-operation; Employee market in Poland 
and Europe; Health and safety at work; Socially responsi-
ble business facing new challenges; Delegated staff on the 
European job market; Higher education – from quantity to 
quality; Modern education – employment and innovation

Management

Challenges of modern management; Family-run businesses

Innovation, digital economy, start-ups

Digital economy and digital society in Europe; Start-ups 
– a new business culture; Innovation and the R&D sector; 
Big Data – a challenge for business; New consumers, a new 
economy; E-commerce: smartphones and Big Data deal the 
cards; E-citizens in the e-office; Cyber security; Drones – 
technology for the people and the economy; Space industry 
as a carrier of innovation; Electromobility and the automo-
tive industry; Electromobility and electrical energy

Global economic co-operation

China – Central Europe Economic Co-operation Forum; 
4th Forum of Economic Co-operation between Africa and 
Central Europe; 2nd Poland – Japan Economic Forum; 

Poland – Kazakhstan Economic Meetings; Poland – 
Vietnam Economic Meetings; Poland – Israel Economic 
Meetings; What next in the East?; Economy in the shadow 
of politics; Global economic agreements or regional and 
national protectionism? The New Silk Road and Central 
Europe; The future of economic co-operation between 
Europe and the US

Investment, foreign expansion

Investment conditions – a debate among entrepreneurs; 
Polish investments around the world – ambitions and 
outcomes; Polish brands in the world; Foreign investments 
in Central Europe; The future of the BPO/SSC sector in 
Poland and Europe; Economic diplomacy – a new opening?; 
The risks of foreign expansion

Infrastructure, transport, construction

Transport infrastructure in Central Europe; Infrastructural 
investment – a new opening; Public procurement; Polish 
ports on the rise; Domestic cargo transport market; Water 
routes in Poland and Europe; Foreign expansion of Polish 
construction; Residential construction in Poland; “Housing 
Plus” Programme; Attractive airports. Related investments; 
General Aviation – the potential of Central Europe

Local governments and municipal engineering

Local governments and businesses – a partnership of con-
venience; The future of PPP in Poland; Active investors in 
Polish towns and cities; Successful revitalisation in practice; 
Free space. Idea and co-operation; Culture and municipal 
development; Sports, business, infrastructure; Public trans-
portation; Circular economy

Real property market

Commercial real property in Europe and Poland; REITs in 
Poland – how to make profit from commercial real property

Finances and the law

A savings culture; Financial market for the economy; 
Optimal taxation; Funding investment and EU funds; Busi-
ness-friendly law

Food market

Local companies go global; Exporting Polish food in the 
new global economic reality

Healthcare

Development of the pharmaceutical industry in Central 
Europe

Introduction
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A Stable Democracy
Poland is a representative democracy, a parliamentary 
republic with a President as the Chief of State and a Prime 
Minister as the Head of the Government. The current Con-
stitution was adopted on 2 April 1997, approved by referen-
dum on 25 May 1997, and is in effect since 17 October 1997. 
Poland proclaimed independence in 1918. Poland’s national 
holiday is Constitution Day, celebrated on 3 May. The 
country ranks in the top 20% of the most peaceful countries 
in the world, according to the Global Peace Index.

Government organization

Executive branch:

Poland’s Chief of State is the President, currently Andrzej 
Sebastian Duda (since 6 August 2015). The Head of the 
Government is the Prime Minister (President of the Council 
of Ministers), currently Beata Szydlo (since 16 November 
2015). The Prime Minister is assisted by Deputy Prime 
Ministers from the Council of Ministers.

Legislative branch:

Poland’s legislative branch is a bicameral legislature 
consisted of the Senate (Senat) and the Sejm. The Senate 
currently has 100 seats and its members are directly elected 
in single-seat constituencies by simple majority vote to 
serve four year terms. The Sejm currently has 460 seats 
and its members are directly elected in multi-seat constitu-

encies by proportional representation vote to serve four 
year terms (the German minority is exempt from the 5% 
threshold requirement for seats to the Sejm). The designa-
tion National Assembly or Zgromadzenie Narodowe is only 
used on rare occasions when the two houses meet jointly.

Judicial branch:

Poland is a civil law system, with a judicial review of leg-
islative, administrative, and other governmental acts; con-
stitutional law rulings of the Constitutional Tribunal are 
final. At the international level, Poland accepts compul-
sory ICJ jurisdiction with reservations and accepts ICCt 
jurisdiction. The judicial system is headed by the Supreme 
Court or Sad Najwyzszy, composed of the President of 
the Supreme Court and 116 judges organized in criminal, 
civil, labour and social insurance, and military chambers. 
The President of the Supreme Court is nominated by the 
General Assembly of the Supreme Court and is selected by 
the President of Poland. The other judges are nominated by 
the 25-member National Judiciary Council, and appointed 
by the President of Poland. They are appointed until retire-
ment, usually at age 65, with a possibility of extension of 
their tenure. Other major institutions include the Supreme 
Administrative Court or Naczelny Sad Administracyjny, the 
Constitutional Tribunal or Trybunal Konstytucyjny, and 
the State Tribunal or Trybunal Stanu. Subordinate courts 
include regional and appellate courts subdivided into 
military, civil, criminal, labour, and family courts. 

The Sejm Building, Srodmiescie, Warsaw
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Poland’s current President, Andrzej Sebastian Duda, was 
born on 16 May 1972 in Krakow. Prior to being elected as 
the sixth President of Poland on 6 August 2015, he was a 
member of Polish Sejm (2011–14) and the European Parlia-
ment (2014–15). Holding a doctoral title in law, Andrzej 
Duda set up his own law firm in 2005 and, following 
Poland’s parliamentary elections of 2005, he became a 
legislation expert for the Law and Justice Parliamentary 
Caucus. He was appointed Deputy Minister of Justice by 
Minister Jaroslaw Kaczynski in 2006, but was recalled 
from the position in November 2007, since he was elected 
member of the Tribunal of the State by the Sejm. He was 
appointed as the Undersecretary of State in the Chancel-
lery of the President Lech Kaczynski in 2008, which he 
resigned in 2010. The same year he won a seat in the City 
Council of Krakow and also became the Chairman of the 
Club of Law and Justice City Councillors. In 2011, running 
from the Law and Justice candidate roll in Cracow’s con-
stituency, Andrzej Duda was elected deputy to the Sejm and 
became the Deputy Chair of the Committee for Constitu-
tional Liability. Becoming a as press spokesman for Law 
and Justice in November 2013, he was appointed the chief 
of campaign for the Political Committee of Law and Justice 
in January 2014, before the forthcoming elections to the 
European Parliament. In May the same year, he obtained 
the mandate of the Member of the European Parliament.

Poland’s current Prime Minister, Beata Maria Szydlo, was 
born on 15 April 1963 in Przecieszyn, a village located in 
Brzeszcze commune in Western Malopolska. Prior to being 
appointed as the Prime Minister of Poland, she served as 
the Deputy for the Sejm of the V, VI, VII and VIII term. In 
1987, she completed studies at the Department of Ethnog-
raphy of the Jagiellonian University in Krakow. In addition 
to her PhD degree from the Philosophy and History Faculty, 
she also completed post-graduate studies for managers of 
culture at Warsaw School of Economics and management 
of local government in the European Union at Cracow 
University of Economics. She founded the Libiaz Culture 
Centre and served as its manager for two years, before 
becoming the Director of the culture centre in Brzeszcze 
in 1997. In 1998, she became the Mayor of Brzeszcze – the 
youngest mayor in Malopolska. From 1998 to 2002, she 
also held the position of a Councillor in Oswiecim poviat. 
In 2002, she was elected councillor of Malopolska Regional 
Assembly and in 2004, she became a Vice President of the 
Voluntary Fire Service in Brzeszcze commune. In 2005, 
she joined Law and Justice, and was elected deputy for the 
5th term of the Sejm with the best result in Chrzanow con-
stituency. She is member of the Economy Committee and 
the Local Government and Regional Policy Committee. In 
2010, she became the Vice President of Law and Justice.

Andrzej Sebastian Duda, President of Poland Beata Maria Szydlo, Prime Minister of Poland

Presidential Palace in Warsaw
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Council of Ministers

The Council of Ministers of Poland or Rada Ministrow w 
Polsce, is the collective executive decision-making body of 
the Polish government, composed of the Prime Minister, 
also known as the President of the Council of Ministers, the 
Deputy Prime Ministers and other ministers.

Deputy Prime Ministers:

Piotr Glinski (Deputy Prime Minister)
Minister of Culture and National Heritage

Jarosław Gowin (Deputy Prime Minister)
Minister of Science and Higher Education

Mateusz Morawiecki (Deputy Prime Minister)
Minister of Development and Finance

Other Ministers:

Andrzej Adamczyk
Minister of Infrastructure and Construction

Witold Banka
Minister of Sport and Tourism

Mariusz Blaszczak
Minister of the Interior and Administration

Marek Grobarczyk
Minister of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation

Krzysztof Jurgiel
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development

Antoni Macierewicz
Minister of National Defence

Konstanty Radziwill
Minister of Health

Elzbieta Rafalska
Minister of Family, Labour and Social Policy

Anna Strezynska
Minister of Digital Affairs

Jan Szyszko
Minister of Environment

Krzysztof Tchorzewski
Minister of Energy

Witold Waszczykowski
Minister of Foreign Affairs

Anna Zalewska
Minister of National Education

Zbigniew Ziobro
Minister of Justice

Mariusz Kaminski
Minister – Member of the Council of Ministers, Special 
Services Coordinator

Beata Kempa
Minister – Member of the Council of Ministers, Head of the 
Chancellery of the Prime Minister

Henryk Kowalczyk
Minister – Member of the Council of Ministers, Chairman 
of the Permanent Committee of the Council of Ministers

Elzbieta Witek
Minister – Member of the Council of Ministers

Chancellery of the Prime Minister, Copyright Laleczki

Government 
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European Times: Please elaborate on economic 
diplomacy as the new focus of Poland’s foreign policy.

Joanna Wronecka: Our economy needs a greater support 
in order to ensure long-term growth. Poland’s economic 
promotion remains in the realm of the Ministry of Devel-
opment, but numerous institutions and governmental 
agencies, including the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, are keen 
on providing an added value. The new economic focus of 
our foreign policy includes helping Polish businesses secure 
new opportunities on international markets by putting 
our diplomatic weight behind their efforts. Through the 
promotion initiatives launched both in Poland and through 
our embassies, we want to champion Poland as a partner 
of choice for business people seeking to invest and to do 
business in our part of Europe. The economic dimension 
of our functioning aims to increasingly capitalize on our 
strong political relationships and help our businesses thrive 
abroad. For example, our official delegations are always 
accompanied by a strong business contingent.

European Times: How would you describe Poland’s 
cooperation with international organizations and 
institutions and the country’s investment potential?

Joanna Wronecka: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs coop-

erates very closely with numerous international organiza-
tions, including those dealing with trade and economic 
matters. Among others, Poland cooperates with the WTO, 
International Committee of the Red Cross, the World Bank 
Group, UNCTAD, UNOPS, UNDP, UNPD, UNIDO, and 
with EU institutions. One of our priorities is supporting 
Polish companies in their efforts to actively take part in 
projects and tenders of those organizations. 

Poland is an excellent place to invest and develop business. 
Surveys show that foreign investors confirm their strong 
confidence in our long-term economic policy and welcome 
the steady improvement of our investment climate. 
The number of SMEs, especially businesses investing in 
advanced technology, grows systematically and we expect 
a rise in the volume of FDI in the coming years. Poland is 
open to business and investments!

European Times: What are your projections for Poland 
within the next five years?

Joanna Wronecka: Poland’s development policy is 
primarily aimed at increasing incomes and reducing 
the risk of poverty and social exclusion. We expect that 
Poland’s GDP per capita will reach about 95% of the EU 
average by 2030. As a result, the quality of life of citizens 
will improve, together with the level of education and qual-
ifications, which means an increase in employment and 
better jobs, improvement of access to infrastructure and 
adequate medical care. 

European Times: What is your personal message?

Joanna Wronecka: As a responsible member of the EU, the 
Polish government wishes to promote trade, investments, 
technology transfer, and policies for inclusive and sustaina-
ble development, and we count on all EU Member States to 
work together to ensure that the benefits are extended to all 
countries, communities, and individuals. We must make a 
joint effort to improve market access; we need to negotiate 
trade agreements with positive developmental impacts; 
and we need to coordinate measures complementary to 
trade and investment policy. When channelled properly, 
foreign direct investments have a proven track record of 
boosting regional integration and economic growth, and 
have emerged as a principal source of financing for devel-
opment, creating employment, technology transfer, and 
sharing know-how.

Economic Diplomacy – the New 
Focus of Poland’s Foreign Policy

Joanna Wronecka, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs

Pointing out Poland’s excellent investment potential, 

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Joanna Wronecka 

discusses the country’s economic diplomacy and foreign 

relations. 
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European Times: What are the Ministry’s current 
goals?

Marek Grobarczyk: There are five important areas that 
are included within the Maritime Policy of the Republic 
of Poland to 2020, and are in the Ministry’s main focus. 
Strategic actions need to be undertaken in the revitaliza-
tion and modernization of the Poland’s shipyards, as one of 
the most important areas which is directly supported from 
the Polish economy. Shipping, foremost known as Baltic 
shipping, has been always considered one of the basic con-
ditions for economic development, and here our focus is on 
inland navigation. 

Being considered as a connection between North and South 
Europe, the economy of the Polish ports together with the 
development of the fisheries sector, as a European idea 
of common CFP reform and policy, are other sectors that 
our policy focuses on. All this is rounded up with the fifth 
area, the development of a new sector of schools for fishery, 
shipyards and two maritime academies.

European Times: What are some of the current projects 
the Ministry is undertaking?

Marek Grobarczyk: One of our current projects is the 
development of the country’s shipyards, which was provided 
with a special regulation of financial support done through 
an exemption of company’s tax. 

This year we will join the European inland waterway 
system, by signing the European agreement on main inland 
waterways of international importance (AGN Convention), 
and designed a strategy to rebuild three important Polish 
Inland routes E30, E40 and E70. Our next step is to ratify 
this Convention by joining the European programs of the 
corridors with the –TEN-T system and the “Connecting 
Europe Facility” program. This creates a necessity for col-
laboration with foreign investors and international funders, 
such as the European commission, European investment 
fund, EBRD, the World Bank and Bank of China.

European Times: Why should foreign investors invest 
in Poland’s inland navigation?

Marek Grobarczyk: Our strategy for inland navigation 
development puts great potential for new investments in 

the electricity and road infrastructure. We are ready to 
cooperate with all the companies and countries that would 
like to join the Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland 
Navigation in Poland. Considering our decision to connect 
to the European inland waterway system (AGN Conven-
tion), and the fact that Poland’s rivers create the shortest 
connection between the Baltic and Mediterranean Sea, I 
see many opportunities for the companies which want to 
invest in our solutions and benefit from this transport.

Ensuring Sustainable Development 
of Poland’s Maritime Economy and 

Inland Navigation
Marek Grobarczyk, Minister of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation

Marek Grobarczyk, former expert in the President’s Office 

for maritime economy and Member of the European 

Parliament, has recently taken the position of Minister on 

the newly established Ministry of Maritime Economy and 

Inland Navigation. He discusses the Ministry’s goals and 

current projects in providing sustainable development of 

Poland’s maritime economy.

Government 
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European Times: What are some of the Ministry’s 
major projects?

Pawel Chorazy: The Ministry has created the Strategy 
for Responsible Development, which was adopted from 
the Government and came into force in the beginning 
of 2017. This strategy foresees many projects such as the 
e-mobility, especially the production of e-buses and e-cars, 
a segment where Poland has competitive advantage. In 
order to support the entrepreneurial activities, we have 
developed the StartInPoland project, which aims to provide 
knowledge, capital and knowhow for the newly established 
start-ups. The Ministry also acts towards the regulation of 
the disparity between the rural and urban areas with the 
development projects for small and medium sized cities, 

and stimulates the exchange of ideas and knowhow, devel-
oping new services called partnership-urban initiatives.

The European Union and the EU Commission are our main 
partners in the implementation of the EU cohesion policy, 
providing more than €80 billion, allocated to different 
operational programs in Poland. Apart from that, we are 
currently implementing the projects under the European 
Fund for Strategic Investments. So far Poland has obtained 
EIB’s approval for 15 projects, in total worth of about €4 
billion. These projects are allocated in the Polish voivode-
ships, the governmental and the private sector, mainly 
referring to the development of transport and energy as 
well as infrastructure and factories, boosting the country’s 
internal cohesion.

European Times: What are the Ministry’s main 
challenges?

Pawel Chorazy: The country’s main challenge is to 
transfer its competitive advantage, from economic success 
based on low labour cost to the well-educated human 
capital with huge R&D potential. In this context, the EU 
cohesion policy provided large funding for the develop-
ment of R&D centres and modernization of the universi-
ties. The Ministry emphasizes the need for improvement 
of the economic condition in social and territorial sense, 
in order to solve the unequal development circumstances 
between the Western and Eastern Poland. 

European Times: Why should foreign investors target 
Poland?

Pawel Chorazy: The foreign investors in Poland mainly 
focus on the automotive and the aviation industry, consid-
ering that one of the best clusters in Poland is the renowned 
aviation valley in South-eastern Poland. The country offers 
investment opportunities in the e-mobility sector, the low 
emission sector and the pharmaceutical sector. In this 
context, the strategy is to increase the production value, 
including R&D in the processes.

Poland offers well educated young force, with great agility 
and entrepreneurial attributes. We are business oriented 
country which together with the favourable geo-location 
and determined and ambitious workforce offers highly 
attractive possibilities for the foreign investors.

Developing Poland as a Country 
of Innovation and Start-ups

Pawel Chorazy, Deputy Minister of Economic Development

Functioning as Poland’s main development hub, the 

Ministry of Economic Development is responsible for the 

country’s national and regional economic growth. Pawel 

Chorazy, Deputy Minister, discusses the main strategic 

projects the Ministry is undertaking, highlighting the 

country’s investment opportunities. 
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European Times: What are the main goals of the EBRD 
in Poland? 

Grzegrorz Zielinski: EBRD is present in Poland for 26 
years. In fact, the Warsaw regional office was EBRD’s first 
regional office and the first project financed by EBRD was 
in Poland. EBRD’s activities concentrate on three cross-
cutting themes: support for low carbon economy; support 
for private Polish business in terms of support for innova-
tion; and regional expansion. Furthermore, EBRD is keen 
on supporting sustainable banking sector as well a further 
development of local capital markets, and we would like to 
see businesses moving outside the borders of the country.

European Times: What are the current projects of 
EBRD in the country?

Grzegrorz Zielinski: In recent years, our financing has 
been in the rank of €700-750 million on annual level, and 
we would like to continue committing funds to Poland. 
We support projects in line with our strategy for Poland, 
such as our special initiative ‘Green Energy Transmission’ 
through which we fund projects for reduction of CO2 and 
greenhouse gases. EBRD also provides financing to SME’s 
and individuals through Polish commercial banks, via the 
PolSEFF and PolREFF programs. We work with loans over 
€10 million, and our biggest loans last year were €100 
million. Indirect loans vary from bank to bank, ranging 
from €10,000 to €40,000, with small loans of €1,000 for 
individuals. Overall, we support sustainable projects which 
will benefit the economy and the people.

Equities have been a historically significant part in our 
bank activities. 30% of our commitments each year are 
equity type commitments, both direct and investment 
through equity funds. We also support e-commerce and try 
to improve the shipping of goods and services within the 
country in order to enable SMEs located in different parts 
to gain access to the whole market.

The EBRD has been set up to support the transition 
from a state owned and centrally governed economy to 
a privatized and fully liberalized economy. Our primary 
objective is to support the transition process, which today 
means concentrating on the existing ‘transition gaps’. We 
cooperate with the EIB and other international institutions 
on projects that receive EU funding, but our major role is 
to provide financing on commercial basis in instances when 
other institutors don’t provide funding due to risks. EBRD is 

keen on promoting privatization and listing of state owned 
companies and in the past we assisted the IPO of PKP 
Cargo and ENEA, but we understand that privatization 
is not a priority for the current government. Furthermore, 
we have been particularly active in policy dialogues with 
the government regarding the new legislation on covered 
bonds and the first issuances which occurred last year. 

European Times: What is your private message?

Grzegrorz Zielinski: I would advise potential investors to 
do their research and planning properly. As an institution 
which has long been present in the country and has suc-
cessfully promoted Poland’s development and business, we 
remain at their disposal for any questions. 

Poland among the Most Advanced 
Countries of Operation 

Grzegrorz Zielinski, EBRD’s Country Head for Poland and the Baltic States

Pointing out to the good relations with the Polish 

government, EBRD’s Country Head for Poland and the 

Baltic States Grzegrorz Zielinski discusses the institution’s 

main goals and projects. 

Government 
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European Times: How would you describe the relations 
between Germany and Poland?

Rolf Nikel: The reconciliation process between our 
countries after World War II has enabled us to establish 
good relations. Last year was the 25th Anniversary of the 
Neighbourhood treaty of 1991, through which our gov-
ernments and the civil society managed to reinforce the 
cooperation and establish a very strong relationship on 
many levels. As NATO and EU members, we have a strong, 
open and friendly dialogue regarding all the issues on the 
agenda, specifically the future of the EU after Brexit. 

European Times: Could you elaborate on the economic 
cooperation and the bilateral trade?

Rolf Nikel: Germany is Poland’s biggest trade partner. With 

more than €28 billion German direct investments, Poland is 
a strategic commercial and economic partner for Germany. 
There is significant potential in the Polish economy, and I 
believe that the Vice Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki’s 
plan is good for the economic development of the country 
and for improvement of the economic relationship. As a 
member of the EU, Poland has an annual net influx of €10 
billion, to which Germany contributes around 20%. 

With good macroeconomic conditions and a trade turnover 
exceeding €100 billion in 2016, I am confident that the 
economic cooperation will continue to prosper and that 
the figures will grow. Politically speaking, more trade and 
investments, as fundamental pillars of cooperation, bring a 
closer bilateral relationship. 

European Times: Which sectors are interesting for 
German investors?

Rolf Nikel: The piling up of investments from numerous 
companies, including global entities like Mercedes and 
Volkswagen, shows that Poland is competitive as a country, 
which is mainly due to the highly educated and qualified 
people, the good infrastructure, the competitive wages, 
and the vicinity to Germany which provides easy access 
for investors. 

Volkswagen has been very active in Poland, opening a new 
plant in Wrzesnia which brought 3,000 jobs. Mercedes Benz 
recently decided to invest in a plant in Jawor, in the Lower 
Silesia region. Furthermore, we have BASF, Lufthansa etc., 
as well as many smaller companies. We also have numerous 
Polish companies investing in Germany; it is a two-way 
street. This year, Poland will be a partner country of the 
Hannover Fair, the biggest industrial fair in the world. It 
is an excellent opportunity for Poland’s promotion and it 
will further intensify the bilateral relationship between our 
countries.

European Times: Why should potential investors 
choose Poland? 

Rolf Nikel: Poland is a very dynamic country, with skilled 
workforce, good infrastructure, and great potential of its 
scientific and research institutions, factors that create 
positive framework conditions for developing businesses 
and increasing economic intertwining.

Germany: Poland’s Biggest 
Trade Partner

Rolf Nikel, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany

German-Polish bilateral relations are based on three main 

pillars: civil society cooperation, economy, and political 

dialogue. Proud of the accomplishments made during his 

mandate in the past three years, Rolf Nikel, Ambassador 

of the Federal Republic of Germany to Poland, discusses 

the political and economic cooperation between the two 

countries. 
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Fostering Partnerships between 
Polish and German Companies

European Times: What are the main activities of the 
chamber? 

Michael Kern: Our key competence is based on the fact 
that we are both the German-Polish and Polish-German 
Chamber of Commerce, thus we assist German companies 
entering the Polish market, as well as Polish companies 
entering the German market. Our main office is in Warsaw, 
but we have regional offices in Poznan, Wroclaw, Katowice, 
and Munich. Poland has grown as a market and is con-
sistently capturing the interest of German companies. Our 
services attract not only German partners, but also Polish 
entrepreneurs who seek their place on the German market. 

European Times: How does the chamber encourage 
trade between Poland and Germany?

Michael Kern: Encouraging trade between Poland and 
Germany is being achieved through our multidimen-
sional approach. Firstly, we advise Polish and German 
companies on finding the right partner and on setting up 
their business. Furthermore, we provide our partners with 
professional market research that helps finding an appro-
priate business partner. We also support our members who 
showcase their goods and services on trade fairs in both 
countries. The second part is our membership service. 
Currently we have around 1,000 companies affiliated 
within the chamber, mostly from Poland and several from 
Germany. The main benefit of the membership is exchang-
ing experience, know-how and information, which is done 
through conference meetings, networking meetings, sym-
posiums etc. The third part of our activities is taking care 
of entrepreneurship surroundings in the countries. In this 
regard, we conduct surveys among our members and we 
establish committees where companies gather together for 
discussions which are a unique platform for sharing their 
statements. Becoming a member is a simple procedure 
which requires only filling out a form. Nevertheless, our 
applicants must satisfy certain standards, such as being 
active in Germany or in Poland, and having a clear track 
record. 

European Times: What are your future priorities?

Michael Kern: Our priority is to expand our coverage on the 
entire territory of Poland, and to increase awareness among 
companies that we are a bilateral chamber. Currently we 
are working on several projects, among them the trade fair 
in Hanover where Poland is a partner country. Our main 
aim is to connect Polish start-ups, especially from the tech-
nology sector, to German companies.

European Times: What are the chamber’s sources of 
funding?

Michael Kern: We have three sources of funding: member-
ship fees; service fees we receive from German and Polish 
companies; and funding from the German Ministry of 
Economic Affairs for assisting German companies abroad. 
It is important to mention that the chamber is a part of the 
international network of AHK (The German Chambers of 
Commerce Abroad), which is present in over 90 countries, 
with more than 130 offices all over the world. Through this 
network, we can assist Polish companies to enter markets 
not only in Germany, but also in other parts of the globe.

European Times: What is your private message?

Michael Kern: The investments of German companies in 
Poland and Polish companies in Germany intensify the 
bilateral bonds between both countries and boost both 
economies. That is why the German-Polish Chamber of 
Industry and Commerce remains dedicated to encouraging 
the bilateral trade and supporting neighbouring investors 
in both Germany and Poland.

Michael Kern, Managing Director and Member of the Board of the 
Polish-German Chamber of Industry and Commerce

Celebrating its 20-year anniversary in 2015, the Polish-

German Chamber of Industry and Commerce is the 

biggest chamber of commerce in Poland. Michael Kern, 

Managing Director and Member of the Board, discusses 

the chamber’s current activities and future priorities. 

Government 
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Diplomatic Relations

The administrative division of Poland is based on three 
levels of subdivision. The territory of Poland is divided 
into voivodeships (provinces); which are further divided 
into powiats (counties or districts), which are divided into 
gminas (communes or municipalities). The major cities 
usually have the status of both gmina and powiat. Poland 
currently has 16 voivodeships, 379 powiats (including 65 
cities with powiat status), and 2,479 gminas. The current 
local administrative system was introduced in 1999, after 
a series of reforms. Previous division was based on 49 
smaller voivodeships and no powiats.

Each voivodeship is divided into a number of smaller entities 
known as powiats (counties). The number of powiats per 
voivodeship ranges from 12 to 42, including both powiats 
proper (land counties or powiaty ziemskie), and cities with 
powiat status (city counties or powiaty grodzkie). The land 
counties have an elected council or rada powiatu, which 
elects an executive headed by the Starosta, whereas in city 
counties the functions of these institutions are performed 
by the city’s own council and executive. Powiats are divided 
into gminas (communes or municipalities). The number of 
gminas per powiat ranges from 3 to 19. Gminas may be 
classed as urban (consisting of a town or city), urban-rural 
(consisting of a town together with its surrounding villages 
and countryside), or rural (not containing a town). A gmina 
has an elected council as well as a directly elected Mayor 
(known as Prezydent in large towns, Burmistrz in most 
urban and urban-rural gminas, and Wojt in rural gminas).
Within the Polish three-tier territorial system, municipali-
ties and counties perform the functions of local govern-
ment, and voivodeships operate at the regional level. The 

Three-tier Administrative System
regional government in Poland is not based on politically 
autonomous or federal units, but on administrative gov-
ernment. At regional level, the Voivodes are general rep-
resentatives of the central government, and their compe-
tences and powers include administrative oversight over 
local authorities and the implementation of tasks relating 
to general security and order, crisis management, natural 
disaster prevention etc. The specific agendas of the central 
government operate at both regional and local level, and 
competences include security services (police, fire protec-
tion, construction supervision) consolidated within the 
powiat’s administration, as well as other State inspections, 
such as tax inspections conducted by officials associated 
with the central authorities.

Reforms for strengthening the admin-
istrative system

After the establishment of the new administrative system, 
the local and regional government in Poland entered a 
period of stabilization and strengthening of its existing 
structures. Authorities are constantly working on reforms 
aimed at improving the functioning on both local and 
regional level. Such reforms focus on developing and 
strengthening tools for broader public participation in the 
decision making processes and the public tasks, including 
the effective implementation of the collaborative and par-
ticipatory governance paradigm; developing and strength-
ening tools and incentives for intragovernmental multi-level 
cooperation schemes, which will guarantee consistency of 
activities through specific cooperation and coordination; 
and territorial stabilization. 

Warsaw Town Hall © Szczebrzeszynski



POLANDTHE EUROPEAN TIMES

22

 

Greater Poland (Wielkopolskie)
Capital city: Poznan

Kuyavia-Pomerania (Kujawsko-pomorskie)
Capital cities: Bydgoszcz and Torun

Lesser Poland (Malopolskie)
Capital city: Krakow

Lodz (Lodzkie)
Capital city: Lodz

Lower Silesia (Dolnoslaskie)
Capital city: Wroclaw

Lublin (Lubelskie)
Capital city: Lublin

Lubusz (Lubuskie)
Capital cities: Gorzow Wielkopolski and Zielona Gora

Masovia (Mazowieckie)
Capital city: Warsaw

Voivodeships 

Poland is divided into 16 provinces known as voivodeships (wojewodztwa). The administrative authority at voivodeship level 
is shared between a central government-appointed governor, called the Voivode, an elected assembly called the Sejmik, and 
an executive chosen by that assembly called the Marszalek.

Opole (Opolskie)
Capital city: Opole

Podlaskie (Podlaskie) 
Capital city: Bialystok 

Pomerania (Pomorskie) 
Capital city: Gdansk

Silesia (Slaskie) 
Capital city: Katowice

Subcarpathia (Podkarpackie) 
Capital city: Rzeszow

Holy Cross Province (Swietokrzyskie) 
Capital city: Kielce

Warmia-Masuria (Warminsko-mazurskie) 
Capital city: Olsztyn

West Pomerania (Zachodniopomorskie) 
Capital city: Szczecin
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National Urban Policy for 
strengthening urban capacities 

The National Urban Policy 2023 
(Krajowa Polityka Miejska 2023) was 
presented in March 2014 by the Polish 
Ministry of Infrastructure and Devel-
opment. The strategic objective of 
the Policy is to strengthen the capaci-
ties of cities and urbanized areas to 

generate sustainable growth, new jobs and better life quality 
for urban citizens. The Policy forms a substantial part of a 
new, integrated territorial approach towards regional and 
spatial development in Poland and follows the line of the 
European Union’s most recent urban agenda. Being one 
of the strategic policy documents at the central govern-
ment-level, the NUP represents the first ever attempt by the 
Polish government to showcase the necessity and advan-
tages of fitting public policies to real needs and opportuni-
ties of cities. The Policy sets out the planned activities of 
the government regarding urban policy, taking into account 
the objectives and directions set out in the medium-term 
national development strategy and the national strategy of 
regional development. 

Besides the aforementioned strategic objective, there are 
five specific objectives of the NUP which focus on creating a 
competitive, strong, integrated, cohesive & sustainable and 
efficient city. Thoroughly developing a number of themes 
from the already existing regional and spatial policies, the 
NUP deliberately does not cover all the aspects related to 
the functioning of cities, but it does pay attention to 10 key 
themes related to the most crucial issues and challenges 
that Polish cities deal with, such as: spatial development; 
social engagement; transport and urban mobility; low-

Local Government

emission economy and energy efficiency; urban revitaliza-
tion; investment policy; economic growth; climate protec-
tion and adaptation to climate change; demography and; 
management of urban areas.

Existing urban regeneration programs

In addition to the National Urban Policy, there are several 
on-going programs dedicated to urban regeneration, 
including: the National Regional Development Strategy 
2010-2020; the National Spatial Development Concept 
2033; the National Revitalization Program 2022; the 
Revitalization Act; and the Ministry of Infrastructure and 
Development Guidelines on Revitalisation for Regional 
Operating Programs 2014-2020. 

Urban statistical data

In Poland, 60.5% of total population is living in urban 
areas (2015 est.), which translates to an urban popula-
tion of circa 18.7 million. According to the statistical data 
from 2016, the 10 biggest cities in the country are: Warsaw 
(1,768,916 inhabitants); Krakow (762,448 inhabitants); Lodz 
(698,688 inhabitants); Wroclaw (637,075 inhabitants); 
Poznan (541,561 inhabitants); Gdansk (462,996 inhabit-
ants); Szczecin (405,413 inhabitants); Bydgoszcz (354,990 
inhabitants); Lublin (340,745 inhabitants); and Katowice 
(299,012 inhabitants). Statistically, there are 919 communes 
with civic rights, including seven metropolitan cities with 
more than 400,000 inhabitants; 33 big cities with 100,000-
400,000 inhabitants; 183 medium-sized cities with 20,000-
100,000 inhabitants; 368 small cities with 5,000-20,000 
inhabitants; and 327 micro-cities with less than 5,000 
inhabitants. Overall, in there are circa 500 metropolitan, 
big, and medium-sized city centres in Poland. 

Bydgoszcz
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Szczecin is the administrative and economic centre of the 
Westpomeranian Voivodeship, as well as the capital of the 
Pomerania Euroregion and a hub of political, social and 
cultural cooperation for authorities from Poland, Germany 
and the Scandinavian countries. Located in north-west-
ern Poland, 65 km from the coast of the Baltic Sea, the 
city has a population of 400,000 inhabitants, with nearly 
700,000 inhabitants in the Szczecin Metropolitan Area and 
1,710,000 inhabitants in the Westpomeranian Voivodeship. 

Within 130 km from Berlin, 274 km from Copenhagen 
and around 500 km from Stockholm, Prague and Warsaw, 
Szczecin is situated in the centre of the historic cross-bor-
der region of Pomerania, ensuring excellent connections 
and access to the sales-and-supply markets countrywide, 
Europe-wide and worldwide. A large part of the city is a 
protected area, including parks, wildlife reserves, natural 
and scenic areas, ecological grounds, natural monuments 
and 230 archaeological sites. Szczecin’s largest reservoir is 
Lake Dąbie - the only one in Poland accessible to seagoing 
boats. The nearest major airport ‘Solidarity’ Szczecin-
Goleniow is 47 km from the centre and offers interna-
tional flights to various destinations. Moreover, thanks to 
its location close to the border and direct link with the 
German motorway system, Szczecin has the best road con-
nection with Western Europe of all Polish cities.

Looking into the future, Szczecin has developed its ‘2050 
Floating Garden project’, which has become a symbol of 
the city’s vision for combining the dynamics and crea-
tivity of a metropolis with the space and peacefulness of 
humanity and nature.

Szczecin sea port - 
the principal asset of the city

The seaport in Szczecin constitutes the principal asset of 
the city and is situated between the two parts –Lewobrzeze 

Resident-friendly City Grows 
as a Dynamic Metropolis

and Prawobrzeze. The port in Szczecin, along with the port 
in Swinoujscie, comprise one of the largest port groups 
in the region of the Baltic Sea, situated on the shortest 
path connecting Scandinavia with Central and Southern 
Europe and laying on the shortest Seaway connecting the 
Baltic Finland, Russia, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia with 
Germany and Western Europe. The ports, managed by a 
single authority, offer the undeniable advantage of avail-
ability – it is the only Polish sea port complex for inland 
waterway transport, which is recognized by the European 
Union as the most environmentally friendly port. The 
accessibility to the waterways system of Western Europe is 
especially important for the German market, since barge 
transit directly reaches many important economic centres 
of the Berlin and Brandenburg region.

Superb investment destination

In addition to its excellent location and high office-mar-
ket potential, Szczecin has drawn the eye of numerous 
investors due to its ‘one-stop-shop’ system – an efficient 
investor-assistance system operating at the City Strategy 
Management Department. The functioning of the Szczecin 
Sub Zone within the Euro Park Mielec Special Economic 
Zone provides investors with an all-round management 
of investment projects, public assistance in the form of 
exemptions from income tax and reduced costs of business 
activities. Furthermore, the city has a young and young and 
well-educated population, with an academic potential of 
about 40,000 students and over 10,000 graduates and over 
94% of students that speak English and 64% of students that 
German. Moreover, Szczecin has one of Poland’s largest 
numbers of registered enterprises – 1,676 enterprises per 
10,000 residents.

Recognizing its stable financial policies and high standards 
of municipal financial management, in 2016, Szczecin was 
ranked at the BBB+ level by the Fitch Ratings Agency. 
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European Times: Please elaborate on some of the most 
attractive sectors that determine Szczecin’s economy.

Piotr Krzystek: Considering that the port of Szczecin and 
Swinoujscie, as a single port complex, is the second largest 
in Poland, handling 20 million tonnes of cargo annually, 
the city is undertaking numerous important projects to 
improve the accessibility of the port. These projects include 
increase of the depth of the port to 12.5 meters, improve-
ment of the navigation of the river and development of the 
land infrastructure to access the port.

Szczecin’s most important sectors are the shipbuilding and 
the other related industries, focusing on the implementa-
tion of renewable energy projects, such as the development 
of steel foundations for wind farms. The third economic 
pillar is the tourism sector, considering that Szczecin is 
the sole city in Poland that has access to lake, river, lagoon 
and sea. In this context, the city is undertaking projects 
to transform a part of the coast, from industrial to urban, 
suitable for living. The city offers highly developed IT 
sector, strong chemical sector, and it is the Polish leader in 
maritime transport. 

European Times: What does the project Floating 
Garden 2050 represents?

Piotr Krzystek: The Floating Garden 2050 is Szczecin’s 
visionary project, that responds to the current global chal-
lenges for environmental protection, offering environmen-
tal friendly solutions for public transportation, systems of 
water supply and sewage collection, waste management 
systems, including segregation, recovering and recycling, 
maximized usage of renewable energy, good education and 
quality of life. 

In this context, Szczecin is the first city in the country, to 
introduce the benefits of hybrid and electric cars. In terms 
of the city’s vision, the Szczecin’s Philharmonic House 
building received the award for the most beautiful architec-
tural facility in Europe. This project includes the establish-
ment of Eco Ports, creation of Water factory, and changes 
in the educational system, focusing on teaching subjects for 
environmental awareness.

European Times: What are Szczecin’s future 
perspectives?

Piotr Krzystek: Szczecin is going to be among the medium 
sized European cities that face extremely rapid develop-
ment. The city will meet the most advanced living con-
ditions, including green and calm environment, where a 
person’s time is highly appreciated, excluding any heavy 
congestions. Although Szczecin covers only 1.7% of the 
Polish population, the creativity of the people is a signifi-
cant asset, which will be further developed.

Implementing the Environmental 
Awareness in Szczecin’s 
Long-term Development

Piotr Krzystek, Mayor of Szczecin

Situated in the north-west of Poland, on the estuary of 

the river Odra, Szczecin is a junction for major European 

transit routes connecting the Northern and Southern 

Europe, through the Baltic Sea. Piotr Krzystek, Mayor 

of Szczecin, highlights the vision of becoming a city that 

functions on a level of complete environmental protection 

and awareness, pointing out the undertaken projects.
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Known through history as ’the city of coal and steel’, 
Katowice today is a centre of science, culture, industry, 
business, trade, and transportation in Upper Silesia and 
southern Poland, and is the main city in the Upper Silesian 
Industrial Region. The city’s population is 300,000 inhab-
itants, but it lies within an urban zone (Katowice Agglom-
eration) with 2,746,460 inhabitants, and the wider Silesian 
metropolitan area with a population of 5,294,000. The 
whole metropolitan area is the 16th most economically 
powerful city by GDP in the EU. Living up to its motto 
‘Katowice for a change’, the city is one of the most dynami-
cally developing cities in Poland and has truly transformed 
into an attractive investment destination.

Katowice lies in the central part of Europe, between 
Berlin and Krakow and between Warsaw and Vienna. The 
city features quick access to three international airports: 
Katowice Airport, Krakow Airport and Ostrava Airport. 
Its excellent transportation system, substantial office 
resources, scientific research facilities, human capital 
and central location make Katowice and the Katowice 
Agglomeration a superb destination for the development 
of outsourcing centres (BPO/ITO), shared service centres 
(SSC) and research and development centres (R&D). The 
Katowice Special Economic Zone is the leader among 
Polish economic zones, with investors including General 
Motors Opel, Isuzu Motors, Roca, Mecalux etc.

Leading centre of culture and business 
tourism 

Katowice’s ‘Culture Zone’, located in the heart of the city, 
consists of the International Congress Centre, Spodek, 
NOSPR concert hall, and the Silesian Museum. These new 
buildings, with a combined worth of over a billion zlotys, 
have pinned Katowice as a leading centre of culture and 
business tourism. 

Leading Centre of Culture 
and Business Tourism 

Constructed in 2015, the International Congress Centre 
is a multifunctional, complex service facility and one 
of the pillars of the development of business tourism in 
Katowice. With its post-industrial aesthetics and functional 
design, the centre is one of the largest venues in Poland 
for conferences, congresses, exhibitions, trade fairs and 
shows and hosts events of international importance, such 
as the European Economic Congress or the European 
Congress of Small and Medium Enterprises. Hailed as the 
best in Poland and one of the best worldwide, the National 
Polish Radio Symphony Orchestra (NOSPR) concert hall 
is a unique place, charming by both its artistic aura and 
modern structure. With perfectly designed acoustics, 
extensive functionality, and superb aesthetic form, this 
1,800-seat symphonic concert hall is part of the newly 
built headquarters of NOSPR and is a mixture of Silesian 
tradition and Japanese technology. The Silesian Museum 
is an outstanding example on how to reshape a former 
industrial complex into a coherent ensemble of exhibition 
galleries and open-air public spaces. The main part of the 
architectural complex is a seven-story building, with three 
underground levels. The museum galleries display Polish 
art from 1800 to present day and collections of history, 
sacred art and costume. Along with temporary exhibition 
spaces, the complex also includes a panoramic elevator, 
housed inside a former wine shaft tower, as well as other 
amenities. 

Co-host of the 2018 UNESCO Creative 
Cities meeting

Hosting many international events, including the 9th 
European Economic Forum, Katowice (UNESCO City of 
Music), together with Krakow (UNESCO City of Literature), 
will host the prestigious Annual Meeting of the UNESCO 
Creative Cities Network (UCCN) in 2018, which will include 
over 200 delegates from six continents.
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European Times: What are the milestones of your 
mandate as First Deputy Mayor?

Bogumil Sobula: Considering our slogan “Katowice for 
a change”, we focus our activities on two important mile-
stones. Our main aim is the city’s transformation, referring 
to the changes in the city’s infrastructure, the quality of life 
and green environment, directly influencing the citizens’ 
perception of their city. The second milestone is tightly 
connected to the promotion of Katowice as an invest-
ment hub, presenting the city as a favourable investment 
alternative.

European Times: What are some of the City’s current 
activities?

Bogumil Sobula: Katowice is a very dynamic city, which 
undergoes many changes, due to simultaneous execution of 
various key projects, such as the construction of the Inter-
national Congress Centre and the transformation of the 
City Centre, a project supported by the city’s budget and 
the EU funds. We are currently working on a transport 
development projects, including investments such as the 
creation of transfer hubs or the expansion of a bicycle route 
network etc.

European Times: Why should foreign investors target 
Katowice?

Bogumil Sobula: Katowice is a very attractive investment 
destination, considering the convenient location, posi-
tioned on the junction of two important European transport 
corridors, from Berlin in Germany to Lviv in Ukraine and 
from Gdansk in Poland to Vienna in Austria. Three inter-
national airports are located within the radius of 100 km 
from Katowice, including one of the most dynamically 
developing airports in Europe, the Katowice Airport. 

It is also worth mentioning that the city became an 
important business tourism centre, having facilities (the 
Spodek ‘Saucer’ arena and International Congress Centre) 
for approx. 25,000 persons in one place. Katowice hosts 
many well recognized international events such as the 
European Economic Congress, which is one of the biggest 
business events in Central Europe.

Katowice is the centre of the Silesian Voivodeship, which 
counts more than 4.5 million inhabitants. In this context, 
the skilled human potential is one of the region’s strong 
assets, considering that approximately 95,000 students 

are educated every year. The city provides well developed 
transport infrastructure, favourable business environment, 
convenient conditions, great offer of office space and wide 
range of possibilities for leisure activities. Katowice also 
offers optimal conditions for the investors, referring to the 
investment incentives and the creation of special invest-
ment department that provides professional staff assigned 
to support each investor. 

When investors try to invest in new areas they look for 
those cities that are well recognized and thought to be most 
attractive, such as Warsaw, Wroclaw, Krakow and Gdansk, 
but this period has finished. Today the investors focus on 
cities like Lodz, Poznan and Katowice. We encourage the 
investors to invest here, because we offer stability, local 
authorities full of respect for investors and high potential 
of educated people.

Transforming Katowice into a 
Renown Polish Investment Hub

Bogumil Sobula, First Deputy Mayor of Katowice

Positioned in the heart of one of the most populated 

agglomerations in Central Europe that inhabits two 

million people, Katowice has become the most important 

economic, academic and cultural centre in the central part 

of southern Poland. Bogumil Sobula, First Deputy Mayor 

of Katowice, discusses the City’s recent developments and 

favourable FDI opportunities. 

Local Government
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Exide, Kronospan Holding as well as the Kimball Elec-
tronics Group and Franklin Templeton. Poznan is also host 
to the IT, design, and financial-and-accounting centres of 
well-known companies like Microsoft, Carlsberg, MAN, 
Duni, Bertelsmann, GlaxoSmithKline, Kimball Electron-
ics and Roche. The most intensively promoted investment 
area of Poznan is Wolne Tory, where the city plans to build 
a district comprised of residential, service, and educational 
buildings and greenery. In 2016, the City of Poznan and 
Polskie Koleje Panstwowe S.A. organized a competition 
to obtain the best proposal for best programmatic-spatial 
plan the new district.

Popular tourist destination

Most popular tourist attractions in Poznan include 
monuments of sacral and secular architecture, from all styles 
and historical periods, such as the complex of renaissance 
structures surrounding the Old Market with the City Hall 
and the Neo-gothic castle in Kornik. Within the agglom-
eration, there are nine theatres and musical institutions, 
including a philharmonic, numerous choirs and orchestras 
and 36 museums, as well as several dozen art galleries and 
exhibition rooms. As the ‘city of greenery’, tourists can 
enjoy the forest regions which amount to almost one third 
of Poznan, including the National Park of Wielkopolska. 
The city’s numerous lakes are used for water sports and 
recreation. The Malta Lake boasts one of the most modern 
regatta courses in Europe, and nearby there is a year-round 
artificial ski slope and a toboggan run, whereas sailing 
races are held on Kierskie Lake.

Poznan, the capital of the Wielkopolska Voivodeship, the 
regional centre of industry, trade, logistics, and business 
tourism, and one of the most attractive investment locations 
in Poland, with a population of 567,000 inhabitants and 
over 850,000 inhabitants within the Poznan Agglomera-
tion. Perceived as the historical capital of Greater Poland, 
Poznan is the fifth largest Polish city. Its attractive location, 
halfway between Berlin and Warsaw, excellent transport 
infrastructure (the closest major airport Poznan-Lawica 
Henryk Wieniawski, is just 14 km from the city centre), 
absorptive local market, superb infrastructure for business-
related services and a clear system for investor incentives, 
make Poznan one of the most attractive places for investors. 

Regional educational hub

Poznan is an important academic centre in Poland, with 
27 universities educating more than 140,000 students. The 
largest university is Adam Mickiewicz University, which 
is one of largest and most influential universities in the 
country, offers a selection of over 150 majors. The educa-
tional activity of the city’s higher-education institutions is 
complemented with nearly 50 research and development 
facilities employing 5,000 people; IT sciences, biotech-
nology and genetics are particularly well developed. The 
city is also home to one of the largest computer centres 
in Poland – the Poznan Supercomputing and Networking 
Centre. 

Major centre for FDI

Almost 90,000 economic entities operate in Poznan and the 
number of entities with foreign capital is one of the highest 
in Poland. The main directions of investment include pri-
vatization of Poznan’s companies, petrol services, trade and 
office properties. Almost 80% of foreign capital comes from 
Germany, Great Britain, USA, France, Japan and Sweden 
and the biggest investors are Volkswagen, GlaxoSmithKline, 
Bridgestone, Wrigley, SABMiller, Dalkia Group, Beiersdorf, 
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European Times: What are some of the major projects 
realized in your mandate? 

Mariusz Wisniewski: The first area of my responsibility 
is the education sector. In this context, the city’s activities 
were directed towards the development of the educational 
facilities, more specifically the construction and expansion 
of new schools and kindergartens, built mainly in the areas 
with increased population growth. 

In terms of regeneration and city’s renewal, we have 
obtained EU funds for the revitalization of the strict city 
centre, restoring the whole district of streets in the central 
area. One of our most successful projects is the revitaliza-
tion of the river side along the Warta River, project that 
increased the attractiveness and brought back the Poznan’s 
citizens and the tourists that visit the city. We have also 
established 24 hours crisis centre, responsible for the main-
tenance of the city’s security. 

The Mayor together with the City Council has worked 
on different promotional campaigns in order to attract 
investors from Poland and abroad, acting towards becoming 
one of the largest business centre in Poland.

European Times: Please elaborate on the City’s usage 
of the EU funds.

Mariusz Wisniewski: Poznan has been large consumer of 
EU funds in the past and in the current prospective as well. 
These funds are used mainly for the development of the 
road infrastructure and public transportation, such as the 
construction of important travel section that connects the 
Poznan’s north area and the modernization of other travel 
lines. In collaboration with other municipalities, Poznan 
is building a system of park and ride car parks, located to 
the bus and tram terminals, with main aim to facilitate the 
transportation and decrease the traffic in the city centre.
The EU funds are also used in the education sector, focusing 
on the vocational schools, student programs and programs 
for the development of teachers’ skills. The maintenance 
and protection of the objects of historical heritage and in 
social aspect, the construction of new nurseries for children 
are also financed by these funds. 

European times: Why should foreign investors target 
Poznan? 
 
Mariusz Wisniewski: One important aspect for the foreign 
investors is the favourably close location between Berlin 
and Warsaw. The city is also associated with hard working, 
reliable, highly educated and skilful work force. We have 
many investors that have opened advanced production 
plants, logistics facilities and service centres in our city. In 
this context, Poznan is highly interested in new investments 
in innovative sectors.

The City with Entrepreneurial 
Tradition Returns its Glory as Poland’s 

Largest Trading Hub 

Mariusz Wisniewski, Deputy Mayor of Poznan

Situated in the most economically developed region of 

Poland, the City of Poznan is renowned for its entrepre-

neurial spirit and well-educated, competent work force. 

Mariusz Wisniewski, Deputy Mayor of Poznan discusses the 

city’s current projects and planned activities in attracting 

foreign investments.

Local Government
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A Fast-Growing Economy with 
Excellent Business Climate

Since 1989, Poland has been one of the fastest growing 
economies in Europe and has more than doubled its gross 
domestic product. Poland has also succeeded in improving 
the business climate. The country’s growth has been based 
primarily on dynamic exports, strong internal demand, 
productivity improvements, foreign direct investment (FDI), 
and the inflow of EU funds. This growth was supported 
by the buoyant demographics, as well as a stable banking 
system.

Number one destination for 
investors in the CEE region

Poland is the number one destination for investors in 
Central and Eastern Europe, taking a 36% share of the 
investment transaction volume registered across the CEE 
region in 2016. Taking into account the on-going deals 
across all asset classes, Poland’s real estate investment 
market in 2017 may very well match 2016’s excellent result 
of €4.5 billion. The forecast for the office sector is healthy 

for both core and opportunistic transactions and the market 
continues to have a robust pipeline — major transactions 
are expected both in Warsaw and in regional cities. Retail 
investor interest and the pipeline of transactions for 2017 
are also looking promising, and volumes may be close to or 
even exceed the level of those in 2016. The industrial invest-
ment market also has a chance to match its all-time high 
of €770 million, registered in 2016, with potentially larger 
platform deals also taking place in 2017. 

The UNCTAD’s World Investment Prospects Surveys 
2014–2016 ranked Poland as 13th top prospective host 
economy for 2014–2016 for FDI in the World, and 4th in 
Europe. In addition to Poland, the report listed only the 
following EU Member States in the top 20 prospective 
host economies for 2014–2016: Germany (6th place), Great 
Britain (7th place) and France (12th place). Also, according to 
the World Investment Report 2015, Poland was listed as the 
20th global receiver of FDI and the 10th amongst developed 
countries in 2014.
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Consistently advancing in the 
Doing Business ranking

The new Polish insolvency law, the amendments to con-
struction law and the speedier electricity connection 
process allowed Poland to advance to 24th place, one 
place higher than last year, in the Doing Business 2017 
ranking. According to Emilia Skrok, World Bank Acting 
Country Manager for Poland, “Poland has been consist-
ently advancing in the Doing Business ranking, thanks 
to reforms implemented by subsequent governments. 
Although it is increasingly difficult to advance in the 
ranking, as other countries also actively support entrepre-
neurs, Poland should be ambitious and further improve its 
business climate.” 

The country’s improved result is partially owed to the 
insolvency law, which has been in force since the beginning 
of 2016. The law made resolving insolvency easier by 
introducing new restructuring mechanisms, changing 
voting procedures for restructuring plans and allowing 
creditors greater participation in insolvency proceedings. 
It also established a central restructuring and bankruptcy 
register and released guidelines for the remuneration of 
insolvency representatives. Moreover, Poland made dealing 
with construction permits simpler by streamlining the 
process of obtaining a building permit. It also eliminated 
the requirements to obtain technical conditions for utilities, 
and clearance and project approval from the public roads 
administrator.

The report also indicated also a number of areas in which 
Poland could further improve its results, such as paying 
taxes, enforcing contracts, dealing with construction 
permits and starting a business. 

Solid banking sector

Poland has a sound, non-discriminatory financial services 
infrastructure. The banking sector plays a dominant role in 

the financial system, accounting for around 70% of financial 
sector assets. The state owns several banks, but the sector 
is largely privately owned with private banks controlling 
approximately 80% of the market. Foreign banks dominate, 
holding around 60% of total assets. The top five banks 
account for 48% of banking assets and 47% of deposits, 
according to the Financial Supervision Authority (KNF), 
following a series of mergers. There are many cooperative 
banks, but collectively they account for a relatively small 
share of the market. All three types of banks offer a wide 
range of services to their customers. 

There has been some reshaping of the banking system in 
recent years. Locally owned PKO Bank Polski bought the 
Polish banking and life insurance operations of the Swed-
ish-Finnish Nordea group in 2014, making PKO again the 
leading institution in the local market. In 2016, Alior bought 
BPH — the Polish unit of GE Capital. Alior is owned by 
a state-run insurer, PZU, and this move forms part of the 
government’s pledge to regain some control over Poland’s 
60% foreign-owned banking sector.

According to Adam Glapinski, the President of the National 
Bank, “Poland’s banking sector stability is exemplary, the 
situation of the sector is good and FX mortgages do not 
pose a risk for sector stability. The country has a very good 
banking system and a very high level of professionalism of 
bank management”.

Responsible Development Plan 

The Plan for Responsible Development, also known as the 
Morawiecki plan after Minister for Development Mateusz 
Morawiecki, focuses on reindustrialisation, innovation, 
foreign expansion, social and regional development, 
national savings, and digitisation. 

The plan for long-term economic development will tackle 
five key issues – the middle income trap, the imbalance 
between Polish and foreign capital, poor innovation, 
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demographic problems such as outward migration and a 
falling birth rate, and weaknesses in individual state insti-
tutions. Nearly one trillion zloty will be invested in over-
coming these issues, with funds from the European Union, 
the European Bank for Development and Reconstruction, 
the World Bank, and donations from state companies in 
Poland via the Polish Development Fund. At the launch of 
the plan, Mateusz Morawiecki pointed out, “In order for 
Polish companies to create more and more jobs, we need 
to strengthen Polish exports, more precisely, to increase the 
value of companies creating jobs”.

This ambitious economic roadmap foresees the injection 
of more than €460 billion in investments into Poland’s 
economy by 2020.

Start in Poland

The funding program ‘Start In Poland’, introduced by the 
Ministry of Development in June 2016, aims to support 
start-ups at all stages of development, from start-up, to 
growth and development, and to international expansion. 
With three billion zloty planned for investments in the 
development of start-ups, the program is the largest of its 
kind in all of Central and Eastern Europe and is financed 
from private as well as EU funds.

The program envisions three stages: incubation, accelera-
tion, development. During incubation, support is given 
to the early development phase of the start-ups: innova-
tive technology ideas are identified, market potential is 
explored and investments are prepared. As part of the 
acceleration phase, the first competition ‘Scale UP’ was 
launched, which aimed to initiate and implement programs 
for growth acceleration, which should enable start-ups to 
work together with large companies by benefiting not only 
from their financial support, but also from their know-how 

and experience. The subsequent development phase 
envisions investments in research and development and the 
commissioning of mass production.

Accelerator for start-ups

The Startberry accelerator, which will be launched in 
Warsaw in July, is a new initiative aimed at nurturing young 
Polish companies, since start-ups are playing an important 
role in stimulating the digital transformation of Poland. 
The accelerator has been set up by three companies – EY, 
Senfino and Microsoft – and aims to provide young firms 
with technological, business and legal support and with 
access to office space.

At a meeting about the project at the Ministry of Develop-
ment, Minister Mateusz Morawiecki said that the initia-
tive would help foster young local companies. “I would like 
them to create added value with international partners,” 
he added.

Investments in innovation

In line with the fast economic growth, the Polish economy 
is becoming increasingly innovative, with significant invest-
ments in innovation and research & development. Over 
the past two decades, the government has significantly 
supported innovation by funding new technologies. By 
2020, there are additional €10 billion which will be invested 
in innovation, largely financed by the European Union, in 
order to speed up the shift towards generating new ideas.

A new space program announced

The Ministry of Development is planning a Polish space 
programme, under which the country will launch its first 
satellite into orbit, aiming to increase its involvement in 
new technologies used in the space industry. The Ministry 
is aiming for a 3% share in the European space technologies 
sector, which is worth €7.5 billion and which is growing 
roughly 4% annually. Poland has been a member of the 
European Space Agency since 2012 and there are over 300 
companies in the country willing to invest in space projects. 
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European Times: What is the role of PFR’s in the Polish 
economy?

Pawel Borys: The PFR is an important element of the 
Responsible Development Strategy, widely known as 
Morawiecki’s plan. It is a long-term economic development 
plan of Poland adopted in February by the government. The 
PFR Group integrates all currently existing Polish develop-
ment institutions, in order to provide guidance and capital 
necessary to boost the country’s development, using its 
own resources as well as the funds of international finance 
institutions and actively absorbing EU funds allocated for 
innovations and infrastructure. We provide platform of 
instruments complementary to the private sector in order 
to fill so called “market gaps” and strengthen the growth of 
competitive economy. 

PFR’s long term strategy aims also to develop new sources 
of domestic funds, such as bond issuance, developing 
itself in reliable financial institution, able to autonomously 
facilitate infrastructure and innovation financing once the 
inflow of EU funds decreases. In this context, PFR’s target 
is to enlarge the total capital and assets up to €25 billion.
 
European Times: What are PFR’s main fields of acting? 

Pawel Borys: PFR Group has five strategic pillars. The 
main focus is put on banking, providing different instru-
ments designed to develop the SMEs sector. The second 
strategic pillar refers to investments, including financing of 
large infrastructure projects and start-up’s through venture 
capital market. The third pillar focuses on export insurance, 
providing funds and insurance for Polish companies that 
export on high risk markets. 

In order to facilitate international expansion, we are 
building more than 60 trade offices around the world, 
which will support Polish entrepreneurs with knowledge 
about the expansion, regulations and the business envi-
ronment of the foreign markets. Focusing on the develop-
ment of human capital, the last strategic pillar refers to 
the promotion of entrepreneurship as the way to promote 
innovations, international expansion and successful growth 
strategies for SMEs.

European Times: Which sectors should foreign 
investors target in Poland?

Pawel Borys: I believe that Poland is a highly attrac-
tive invest destination. Without a single year of negative 
GDP growth, over the last 25 years we proved to be a 
growing economy with a significant potential. Considering 
the investments in entrepreneurship and innovation, the 
country changes the focus of the foreign investments to 
sectors with added value in terms of workforce, welcoming 
investments in R&D centres or factories that require higher 
skills. Our objective is to prepare the economy for the 
current structural changes in the world connected with 
the very fast technological innovations. This is precisely 
why we are dedicated to building an innovation culture in 
Poland and promoting country as an innovation hub for 
the region.

Supporting the Innovation 
Culture and Promoting Poland 
as a Regional Innovation Hub

Pawel Borys, President of the Management Board of Polish Development Fund

Established in 2016, the Polish Development Fund (PFR) is 

an integrated group of financial development institutions 

for entrepreneurs and municipalities, with aim to support 

the creation of sustainable economic development of the 

country. Pawel Borys, President of the Management Board 

of Polish Development Fund, highlights the Fund’s strategy 

to develop Poland’s entrepreneurial sector, providing 

sustainable resources for financial funding.
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European Times: What are the Agency’s main 
objectives?

Krzysztof Senger: The main aim of the Agency is to 
attract foreign investors to enter the Polish market and 
locate their businesses, by helping them understand the 
business and legal environment in Poland. Statistics show 
constant enlargement, noting FDI increase by 128% in 2016, 
with re-investments of 60%, which proves that the foreign 
companies are successful and profitable. The Agency plans 
to support 200 new projects with total investment value of 
€4.7 billion, in 2017.

Using the Agency’s expertise in helping international 
investors settled in Poland, we are entering in a new line of 
business, supporting the Polish companies to go overseas. 
We help them understand the investment climate in the 
region or the country of their interest, providing them with 
set of tools and knowledge and assisting them to organize 
their activities. In this context, together with the Polish 
Development Fund we are allocating approximately €14.7 
billion to finance export.

European Times: What is the Agency doing to support 
and promote the FDI in Poland?

Krzysztof Senger: The Agency provides support in the 
whole life cycle of the investment process. We deliver the 
guidelines to the three most strategic investment incen-
tives the cash grants, the CIT deductions within the special 
economic zones and the real-estate tax deduction. We also 
advise the investors about the best place to locate their busi-
nesses, showcasing Wroclaw, Krakow, Warsaw and Gdansk, 
as the most attractive for the business services sector and 
the Silesia region, developed as a hub for the automotive 
industry. The Agency also works on the promotion of 20 
new emerging sites. 

In terms of value proposition, the Agency promotes the 
highly educated and skilled workforce and well developed 
value chains of different sectors, focusing on the attraction 
of investments in the R&D sectors. 

European Times: What is the Agency undertaking to 
support the Polish investments internationally?

Krzysztof Senger: The Agency is setting up branch offices 
in strategic countries for the Polish economy, providing a 
platform and a channel of communication between the 
Polish and foreign companies. Considering that the Polish 
investors are interested in the emerging markets such as 
Asia, Japan, China, Vietnam and the ASEAN region, the 
Agency set up trade offices in cities like Tehran, Nairobi 
and San Francisco, and is planning to expand to more than 
20 new locations in 2017.

Promoting Investment Climate 
and Supporting International 

Investments

Krzysztof Senger, 
Member of the Board of the Polish Investment and Trade Agency

Developed as a state-owned company, working under 

the hat of the Ministry of Economic Development, the 

Polish Investment and Trade Agency has over 20 years of 

experience in the process of attracting foreign investors 

and supporting Polish companies in the global expansion. 

Krzysztof Senger, Member of the Board, discusses the high 

quality Brownfield and Greenfield FDI in Poland and the 

development of the Polish companies abroad.



POLANDTHE EUROPEAN TIMES

36

European Times: What is the role of the NBP in 
Poland’s financial sector?

Pawel Samecki: First of all, the NBP is responsible for the 
stability of the national currency, through the development 
and implementation of the monetary policy strategy. In 
addition, the Bank ensures the country’s financial stability 
and supports the liquidity of the banking system. NBP is 
indirectly responsible for the macro prudential supervision. 
The Bank also contributes to the development of a secure 
infrastructure of the financial market. 

European Times: Please elaborate on the EU assis-
tance in the development of the Polish financial sector.

Pawel Samecki: The European Union has provided two 
forms of assistance to the development of the Polish 
financial sector. When the country started preparations 
to join the EU, we were provided with direct grant aid, 
advisory consulting services and training, which directly 
contributed to the development of both the banking system 
and individual banks. 

The second form of assistance, after accession to the EU, 
refers to the policy advice and guidance received from the 
EU and the international financial institutions, such as the 
IMF, EBRD and the World Bank. Additionally, through 
selected banks the EU – under its regional policy – provides 
assistance addressed to SMEs as final beneficiaries of this 
form of support. 

European Times: What are some of the country’s chal-
lenges and accomplishments as EU member?

Pawel Samecki: The financial sector of the country is 
stable, profitable and strong. As the banking sector has been 
unsophisticated and healthy for the last two decades, this 
provided protection from the negative impact of the crisis 
that stroke the financial sector in many other EU Member 
States. The profits did not decrease in 2016, despite the 
new tax measures, so many foreign and domestic investors 
will receive dividends from their assets in Poland. 

Monetary policy, with the policy rate at the historic low 
level, is conducive to keeping the economy on the sustain-
able growth path. 

All in all, the EU integration was among the key drivers of 
successful transition in Poland. The GDP per capita has 
increased from 35% of the EU average in mid-1990s, to 
69% in 2015. In particular, Polish citizens much appreciate 
the benefits of the Schengen zone, enjoying the freedom 
to travel and work abroad. Polish young people are well 
educated which additionally contributes to the success of 
the economy. 

The major challenge ahead of Poland is to transform the 
economy based on labour/wage competiveness into the 
economy that is competitive thanks to its high-tech and 
medium-tech products, brands and technologies. 

Ensuring the Stability of the 
Polish Financial System

Pawel Samecki, Member of the Board of the National Bank of Poland

Pawel Samecki, Member of the Board of the National Bank 

of Poland (Narodowy Bank Polski - NBP) discusses the role 

of NBP in the Polish financial sector, highlighting its recent 

developments due to the EU integration processes. 
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European Times: What are some of the accomplish-
ments of the PBA?

Krzysztof Pietraszkiewicz: At the very beginning of 
action, the Association took active role in the creation of 
the Polish inter-banking infrastructure, developing special 
legal company named Banking Company Law (now the 
Centre for Banking Law and Information), established to 
support the banks’ legal services. On the initiative and with 
the participation of the Association, Poland has developed 
different institutions as part of the banking infrastruc-
ture, such as the National Clearing House Foundation, 
the Warsaw Institute of Banking, the Credit Information 
Bureau, the telecommunication company Telbank SA. The 
Association is also a shareholder and works closely with the 
International School of Banking and Finance in Katowice.
PBA has established the banking code of ethics and the 
ethic committee, a special body which monitors the situa-
tions in the banking industry and an inter-banking court as 
form of mediation between clients and banks. We also have 
a special banking arbitrary body within the ADR system. 
The Association had an important role in the discussions 
and the constitution of the new Polish banking law, defining 
the role of the Polish Central Bank and the Polish Financial 
Supervision Authority.

European Times: What are some of the activities the 
PBA is undertaking?

Krzysztof Pietraszkiewicz: The PBA, representing 620 
banks in the country, is involved in the discussions with 
the parliament and the local governments, referring to the 
development strategy of Poland. We cooperate with 130 
universities, promoting special educational programs like 
management of risk, electronic banking and cyber security. 
The Association has opened an office in Brussels in order 
to establish deeper cooperation with other members of 
the EU, and has close cooperation with the neighbouring 
countries, including Russia and Ukraine. 

European Times: Could you elaborate on the current 
situation of Poland’s banking sector?

Krzysztof Pietraszkiewicz: Considering that the modern-

ization is the base for success in the banking industry, PBA 
has established FINTECH, introducing online payments. 
Today, nearly 33 million clients have direct access to their 
accounts online and 15 million individuals and SMEs 
use the system in the everyday payment transactions. 
Even though the interest rates are higher, the country 
offers lower mortgage prices compared to the other EU 
countries. During the transition, the country established 
funds generated from the banks’ profits that are currently 
reaching €40.5 billion. It guarantees the stability of our 
banking system. 

Supporting the Development of 
Poland’s Financial and Banking Sector

Krzysztof Pietraszkiewicz, President of PBA

Established in 1991, the Polish Bank Association (PBA) 

aims to represent and safeguard the common interests of 

the Polish banks, initiating measures for the development 

of the Polish banking sector on the European single market 

of financial services. Krzysztof Pietraszkiewicz, President, 

discusses the role of PBA in the sustainable development 

of the banking sector in Poland. 
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White & Case is synonymous with extensive legal expertise 
and unparalleled client service worldwide across practices 
and jurisdictions. Founded in the United States, the firm is 
a pioneer in the internationalization of the legal profession, 
establishing its office in Warsaw, Poland, in 1991. Marcin 
Studniarek, Office Executive Partner of the Warsaw office, 
emphasizes, “We are one of the first international firms that 
entered the Polish market in the early 90s, we have been in 
the country for more than 25 years and we went through 
all the phases of the young Polish economy.”

White & Case in Poland employs nearly 50 highly expe-
rienced senior lawyers, mainly focusing on exceptionally 
complex international matters. The firm has evolved into 
one of the leading practices in all major areas of business 
law, and it has developed an outstanding reputation in 
numerous high-profile, pioneering transactions. Marcin 
Studniarek says, “We act as a legal bridge between Poland 
and the international business world, providing seamless, 
cross-practice, cross-border service to US and international 
clients that do business in Poland and to Polish clients 
expanding their businesses abroad.”

Extensive range of 
high-level law services

“Our Warsaw office is fully integrated with the whole 
White & Case network, including in particular the offices 
in London and New York, which helps us tremendously 
in advising on our client’s most complex and important 
business matters. We target top level work and we are 

Leading Law Firm Creates a Legal 
Bridge between Poland and the 
International Business World

perceived as one of the most prominent, top three firms in 
Poland in terms of providing exceptional legal services to 
all types of clients,” Marcin Studniarek explains. 

The firm provides expert counsel for clients such as 
financial institutions, large companies, entrepreneurs and 
private investors in different areas including energy, mining, 
telecommunications, real estate and finance. Marcin 
Studniarek says, “We are particularly strong in capital 
markets, mergers and acquisitions, banking and litigation. 
Our business model is very close to the business model 
of investment banks.” White & Case also works closely 
with the Polish government and state-owned companies to 
resolve highly complex matters. Marcin Studniarek adds, 
“For the last eight years, we have been one of the preferred 
advisors to the Ministry of Finance.”

A blend of essential knowledge, global 
experience and innovative approach

White & Case’s success in Poland is founded on its ability 
to combine deep knowledge of issues relevant to clients, 
global experience and extensive expertise in a wide range 
of areas. We are known for our ability to tailor innova-
tive approaches and deliver unique solutions to clients. 
Marcin Studniarek says, “The Polish government issued 
the first green bonds with our full support, and that was 
a precedent. Several months ago, we were also involved 
in the first international covered bond issuance program 
of mortgage bonds under Polish law, with a value of €4 
billion, as well as the first issue of Polish covered bonds on 
the international market performed by PKO Bank Hipo-
teczny S.A., and recently we were involved in the region’s 
largest private equity-backed IPO.” He concludes, “Our 
real strength is the combination of our knowledge in 
different areas. We strive to be a partner for our clients and 
assist them in making rational business decisions under the 
existing legal structures.” 

Marcin Studniarek, White & Case Office Executive Partner of the Warsaw office

White & Case
M. Studniarek i Wspolnicy - Kancelaria Prawna sp.k.

Marszalkowska 142, 00-061 Warsaw
Tel.: +48 22 50 50 100

warsaw@whitecase.com
www.whitecase.com
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European Times: Which are the main programmes of 
your agency? How are you establishing and maintain-
ing the bridge between science and business?

Aleksander Nawrat: Our agency is supporting research 
and development, by helping different projects, including 
high-risk ones, to develop into a business. Acting also as an 
intermediate body of the Ministry of Economic Develop-
ment, we are working on the national plan for responsible 
development. We aim to connect academic and scientific 
excellence in research and development with efficient usage 
of public funds to develop businesses. We have strategic 
programs, established by our council, structural programs 
where we support the industry sector, and joint undertak-
ings, attracting big partners who need solutions to the chal-
lenges they face. Our operational programmes are focused 
on the building of human capital, investing in an innovative 
economy, development of infrastructure and protection of 
our environment.

Although some of the ideas in which we invest are not 
practical today, we cannot imagine the positive impact they 
will have in the future, which is why we need to support 
them. This year we plan to operate with 17 programs with 
a budget of 5.5 billion zloty. 

European Times: Which are the main challenges that 
you face?

Aleksander Nawrat: When a group of scientists and 
businesspeople come to us with an exciting project, we 
have a transparent way to select the projects which will be 
supported. The greatest challenge is the unpredictability 
of the markets. We are also creating an initial market for 
research and development projects that does not exist at 
the moment.

European Times: Which are your sources of funding? 
Do you have international programmes?

Aleksander Nawrat: We have two sources of funding. One 
is governmental, strengthened with European Union funds. 
The other comes from our partners in the business sector 

since we operate programs with co-funding from private 
funds. The support we give to companies is either a grant 
or a loan where we get refunded by the recipient company. 
We have a lot of international partners, and we support 
programs in China, Singapore, the Baltic countries, USA, 
Germany and Norway. We are open for talented and inno-
vative entrepreneurs, and we are inviting them to come to 
Poland, get in touch with us and work together on building 
the businesses of the future. 

Building the Businesses
of the Future

Aleksander Nawrat, 
Deputy Director of the National Centre for Research and Development

The National Centre for Research and Development is the 

implementing agency of the Polish Ministry of Science and 

Higher Education. Established in 2007, it is a leading centre 

in national science, technology and innovation policies.  

Aleksander Nawrat, Deputy Director of the Centre, is proud 

of the pioneering work of his organisation, as a platform 

for active dialogue between the scientific and business 

communities.
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Warsaw: The Most Attractive 
Investment Destination in 

Central and Eastern Europe
Being the most recognized business destination in Central 
and Eastern Europe, as well as the biggest agglomeration of 
Poland, Warsaw possesses a truly outstanding investment 
potential. With its highly qualified labour force, entrepre-
neurial spirit and openness, the Polish capital is a perfect 
choice for business opportunities from across Europe and 
it is no wonder that the city is a magnet when it comes 
to attracting international investors. Throughout the years, 
Warsaw has maintained the highest possible foreign credit 
rating. According to the Financial Times it is the fourth-
most-business-friendly city in Europe. According to Deputy 
Mayor Michal Olszewski, “Warsaw is FDI’s Polish City 
of the Future”. Google, Samsung, HP, Microsoft, Oracle, 
Cisco, IBM and Huawei, Polkomtel, Raiffeisen Bank, PZU, 
Deloitte, EY, KPMG, PWC, Nestle and Allegro are among 
the many companies which have invested in Warsaw. The 
capital’s investment volume for 2016 is estimated at nearly 
€1.1 billion. 

Warsaw has an excellent road and public transportation 
infrastructure which is constantly developing. The city has 
witnessed major infrastructural changes over the past few 
years which have significantly contributed to the economic 
growth. The Warsaw Chopin Airport is located only 10 km 
south-west of the centre and the city has invested heavily 
in the reduction of motorized traffic and pollution. In 2012, 
Warsaw introduced a rental bike system and within three 
years, it reached 350,000 registered users, providing over 
3,000 bikes at 204 stations. Furthermore, a few dozen 
electric bikes were introduced experimentally. Warsaw is 

also planning to add about 200 km of bike lanes to its 
already existing 400 km network. 

A city of knowledge

With over 72% of citizens with higher education, Warsaw 
is truly a city of knowledge and capable human capital, 
well-qualified human capital. The Polish capital holds the 
9th place in the world in English proficiency and has a high 
absorption of young population from other agglomerations. 
There are 78 universities and over 300,000 students and 
graduates, making it an attractive destination for investors 
who seek qualified and highly educated human resources, 
and it is no wonder that the unemployment rate is at low 
3.3%. 

Very high availability of office space

Warsaw remains the dominant market when it comes to 
office stock. There are 5,045,000 sq. m of existing office 
space, with 856,000 sq. m under construction and further 
695,300 planned for the end of 2018. Warsaw is the largest 
and the most dynamically developing office market in 
Poland, with financial, public, telecommunication and IT 
sectors traditionally making up the largest share of lease 
agreements volume. New offices are constantly being 
opened and new office projects are being started continu-
ously. In 2016 Warsaw surpassed Berlin, Frankfurt, Madrid 
and Barcelona in terms of the amount of occupier activity 
registered.
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vation-friendly business environment; increasing labour 
market participation through improved employment, social 
inclusion and education policies; an environment-friendly 
and resource-efficient economy; etc. 

The total allocation from Cohesion Policy funding for the 
2007-2013 period was €67.3 billion. Positive outcomes of 
the projects and programmes conducted during this period 
include the creation of more than 43 000 jobs; the construc-
tion and reconstruction of 5,800 km of roads, over 600 
projects in the area of research & development, broadband 
access increased for more than 800,000 additional people, 
training provided for 6.7 million people, benefits from 
waste water treatment projects for more than 250,000 etc.

Transport infrastructure

Ratings of the quality of transport infrastructure in Poland 
are getting closer to the EU average across all modes of 
transport over the last reporting period. Poland’s TEN-T 
Network currently stands at 33% completion for the road 
core network and at 23% for rail. The recent approval of ten 
TEN-T Major Projects from the 2014-2020 financing period 
project €3.3 billion for the construction of approximately 
330 km of new express roads in Poland. The projects will 
receive contributions from the Cohesion Fund of €1.2 billion 
and €493 million from the European Regional Develop-
ment Fund. 

In the period 2014-2020, Poland will manage 22 opera-
tional programmes under the EU Cohesion Policy. These 
programmes include 16 regional operational programmes 
which will receive funding from the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) and the European Social Fund 
(ESF); one operational programme which will receive 
funding from the ERDF and the Cohesion Fund; three 
operational programmes which will receive funding from 
the ERDF; one operational programme which will receive 
funding from the Cohesion Fund; and one operational 
programme which will receive funding from the ESF. 
For this period, Poland has been allocated around €77.6 
billion in total Cohesion Policy funding, out of which €51.2 
billion have been allocated for less developed regions 
(Dolnoalaskie, Kujawsko-Pomorskie, Lodzkie, Lubelskie, 
Lubuskie, Malopolskie, Opolskie, Podkarpackie, Podlaskie, 
Pomorskie, Slaskie, Swietokrzyskie, Warminsko-mazurskie, 
Wielkopolskie, and Zachodniopomorskie); €2.2 billion 
for more developed regions such as Mazowieckie; €23.2 
billion through the Cohesion Fund; €700.5 million for 
European Territorial Cooperation; and €252.4 million for 
the Youth Employment Initiative. Of these, ESF in Poland 
will represent a minimum of €12.8 billion.

The investment priorities for the 2014-2020 are set with 
a Partnership Agreement with the European Commission, 
and the main priorities include: modern network infra-
structures: transport, energy and ICT; creation of an inno-

EU funding for Major 
Operational Programmes

Bridge over the Vistula River, Warsaw
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Rail

In Poland there are 23,429 km of railway tracks managed 
by the state owned Polish State Railways or Polskie Koleje 
Panstwowe SA – PKP SA. In most cities the main railway 
station is located near a city centre and is well connected to 
the transportation system. The rail network is very dense 
in western and northern Poland, while eastern part of the 
country is less developed. The capital city Warsaw has the 
country’s only rapid transit system – the Warsaw Metro. 
In 2016, 38.5 million people used rail transport in Poland, 
which is 7.3 million or 24% increase in the number of travel-
lers compared to 2015. In addition to implementing a new 
rolling stock strategy, in 2017 PKP SA plans to focus on the 
development of the sales area and customer service.

Roads

Roads in Poland are grouped into four categories related 
to the republic’s administrative division. Motorways and 
expressways are part of the national road network. Voivode-
ship roads are provincial-level roads administered by the 
individual governments of the voivodeships. Powiat and 
gmina roads are administered by county and municipal 
authorities, and do not have any separate road signs for 
them. Poland has 415,972 km of public roads, of which 
129,967 km are unpaved (2013 est.). As of January 2016, 
there are 3,274.67 km of motorways and expressways in 
use. This number will increase significantly, as Poland plans 
to issue a number of major highway construction tenders 
as part of plan to boost the number of high-speed road 
projects started in 2017. Polish media reported that around 
124 km of dual carriageways and motorways were built in 
2016, and this could grow to 400 km this year with an even 
greater number to be delivered annually by 2019. The EU 

invests in strategic road connections for better territorial 
cohesion, such as the €463 million for the modernization 
works on the Gdansk-Elblag section on the DK7 national 
road on the Baltic-Adriatic corridor of the Trans-European 
Transport Network (TEN-T) which connects the North to 
the South of Europe, and the €68 million for renovation of 
the section between Wyszkow and Bialystok on the inter-
national road E67 which, anchored on the TEN-T North 
Sea-Baltic corridor, which connects the West of Europe to 
the North-East through Prague, Warsaw, Riga, Tallinn and 
Helsinki. 

Airports

In Poland, there are 129 airports in total, out of which 87 
are with paved runways, and 39 are with unpaved runways. 
The most important airport is Warsaw’s ‘Frederic Chopin’ 
International Airport, which is the main international hub 
for LOT Polish Airlines. In addition to Warsaw, interna-
tional airports are found in Wroclaw, Gdansk, Katowice, 
Krakow and Poznan. Warsaw’s Chopin airport was used 
by 12.8 million passengers in 2016, but projections suggest 
that it will run out of spare capacity in 2020 while not 
being able to expand any further due to its location in the 
capital. In total, polish airports last year serviced nearly 34 
million passengers, 12% more than in 2015. As the number 
of passengers is growing exponentially, the government is 
looking to build a new Central Polish Airport. Forecasts 
predicted that Poland would have 50 million passengers 
travelling by air in 2030, and some even predict 60 million. 
The airport will probably be located between the capital 
Warsaw and the third largest city Lodz, and will be able to 
serve 50 million passengers a year. Estimates put the cost 
of the new airport between €5 billion and €7 billion, and it 
should be constructed latest by 2028. 
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Waterways

Poland has 3,997 km (2,480 mi) of navigable rivers and 
canals (2009 est.). The country’s most important waterway 
is the river Vistula. The largest seaports are the Port of Szc-
zecin-Swinoujscie and Port of Gdansk. Marine transport in 
Poland has two main sub-groups, riverine and seaborne. 
On the Baltic Sea coast, a number of large seaports exist to 
serve the international freight and passenger trade; these 
are typically deep water ports and are able to serve very 
large ships, including the ro-ro ferries of Unity Line, Polfer-
ries and Stena Line which operate the Poland – Scandina-
via passenger lines.

Investments in 
transport infrastructure

Poland continues to devote sizeable resources to the devel-
opment of its transport infrastructure. The Polish National 
Directorate for Roads and Highways (GDDKiA) intends to 
spend nearly €50 billion on investment in new road infra-
structure or in upgrades of the existing one. The Polish 
Railway Networks (PKP-PLK) PLK has projected over €16 
billion PLN for the modernization and building of railway 
infrastructure. Large infrastructural projects are also 
foreseen for to inland waterways. According to the official 
estimates of the Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland 

Navigation, the implementation of an ambitious, multi-
year investment plan could amount to over €15 billion 
until 2030, primarily for enhancement of navigation along 
Poland’s main rivers.

President Andrzej Duda recently signed plans for the con-
struction of a €200 million canal that will bypass a Russian 
section of Baltic coastline. Connecting the Vistula Lagoon 
with Gdansk Bay, the canal will allow deep-draught vessels 
from Poland’s Elblag Seaport to enter the Baltic Sea without 
passing through Russian waters, thus ensuring national 
security by allowing vessels – including rescue boats and 
border guards – free access to the bay. The construction of 
the 1.3 km long and five meter deep canal is expected to 
start in 2018 and end in 2022. 

The European Union Centre for Transport Projects signed 
further contracts for co-financing from the Infrastruc-
ture and Environment Operational Program 2014-20 for 
road investments in seven cities and the Nationwide ABC 
Railway campaign. More than €238 million billion will be 
earmarked for eight road investment projects to improve 
traffic in Katowice, Wroclaw, Bielsko-Biala, Gdansk, Konin, 
Torun and Piotrkow Trybunalski, with further €6 million 
granted to the Office of Rail Transport Freight market for 
the implementation of its campaign promoting safe rail 
transport.

Poland is first in EU in term of completion of TEN-T Inland Waterways Core Network

© Karolczaks
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Construction reforms for 
simplified procedures

In Poland, construction and assembly production (including 
investment and repair works) carried out domestically in 
2015 by construction enterprises was by 1.8% higher than 
the year before, against an increase by 5.9% in 2014. Pro-
duction carried out by the private sector entities was by 
1.8% higher than in 2014 and its share in the total construc-
tion and assembly production amounted to 99.1% The level 
of construction and assembly production realized in the 
public sector increased by 0.7%.

The government has taken steps to boost the sector, 
including amendments to the Construction Law, which 
greatly reduced the obstacles in obtaining construction 
permits for single family houses. Poland has significantly 
simplified construction and occupancy permits for single-
family houses, including the replacement of construction 
permits with a notification system for single-family homes, 
the tightening of the deadline for authorities to challenge 
notifications, and the reduction in the types of construction 
for which permits are required.

‘Home Plus’

The new national housing program ‘Home Plus’ or ‘Miesz-
kanie Plus’ in Polish, is a large-scale housing program 
aimed to support low-income families. The scheme 
addresses the problem of those unable to afford to even 
rent an apartment. It is largely financed from an initiative 
that would make available state-owned land for the con-
struction of houses, thus making them cheaper. According 
to Prime Minister Beata Szydlo, “the plan is to give dignity 
to the Poles, improve their living conditions” and that “the 
first of its kind, this project is aimed at finding a compre-
hensive solution to the housing problems of Poles”. 

Estimates show that nearly 40% of people in Poland cannot 
even afford to rent an apartment, which is why a large 
number of the population is living with relatives. The 
‘Home Plus’ program will solve the housing problems for a 
sizable portion of the population, and will even offer ben-
eficiaries the option for to pay back building costs over a 
period of 25 years and thus eventually turn their homes 
into private property.

Infrastructure & Construction
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European Times: What are the primary goals and 
objectives of the ministry? 

Justyna Skrzydlo: We are a relatively new ministry created 
in 2015, but we have a long history behind us, which goes 
back almost 100 years. Now that we have been re-estab-
lished as Ministry of Infrastructure and Construction, our 
primary objective is to effectively implement the massive 
infrastructural projects and give a new impetus both for 
the continuation of investments and implementation of a 
completely new projects. Our main focus is to ensure that 
they are correctly completed. The scope of our influence is 

not only restricted to road and railways, but we also offer 
postal services and special planning.

European Times: According to the Ministry of Treasury 
of Poland, from all indications, Poland may spend 
€114.7 billion on infrastructure alone by 2020. Looking 
at this huge investment capital, which projects is the 
ministry currently tackling? What is the focus of the 
ministry for the next two years?

Justyna Skrzydlo: We don’t consider that as a challenge 
but as a great chance which is ahead of us. Our priori-
ties are two major infrastructural programs: the national 
road programme and the national rail programme. About 
€25 billion will be invested in the road construction, while 
the budget for the rail programme is around €15 billion. 
These projects, primarily located on the Trans-European 
Transport Network, are implemented in line with common 
European technical standards. Our objective is to accom-
plish the construction of the basic infrastructure system 
in Poland and complete the transport projects enabling 
smooth functioning of the transport sector. Projects such 
as Via Carpatia, Via Baltica and Rail Baltica will constitute 
a convenient link from Poland southwards and northwards 
at the same time bridging the infrastructure gaps and 
removing bottlenecks. I should emphasise that we are the 
leading country concerning the usage of European funds 
allocated to infrastructural projects, and they cannot be 
only calculated as numbers, but as investments in European 
economic and social cohesion.

European Times: You have mentioned housing policies. 
As a ministry responsible for the infrastructural devel-
opment of the entire country, what will be your focus 
in the area of housing and public transportation?

Justyna Skrzydlo: In the coming years, we will do our 
best to provide a coherent, green and efficient public trans-
portation system to the citizens. Increased usage of public 
transportation and lower emission rates will serve for the 
benefit of the public. Moreover, we are implementing the 
national housing programme constituting a set of comple-
mentary actions aimed at improving living conditions of 
Polish citizens. Concerning the road and rail programs, our 
ministry will continue to work diligently to create a favour-
able environment for all investors with whom we hope to 
partner with in future projects.

Plotting the Infrastructural 
Future of Poland

Justyna Skrzydlo, Deputy Minister of Infrastructure and Construction

The Polish Ministry of Infrastructure and Construction 

(MIC) is a central administration entity in charge of the 

nation’s most vital sectors: roads, railways, civil aviation, 

construction, housing and spatial planning. Deputy 

Minister Justyna Skrzydlo is a member of the management 

of the MIC.
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Superb Construction Company Becoming the
 Leader of Poland’s Sustainable Development

Decanting the 
knowledge and 
expertise into a 
vision for sustain-
able development, 
Mostostal Warszawa 
SA represents a 
symbol for quality 
and innovation in 
Poland’s construc-
tion sector. Estab-
lished in 1945 in 
Warsaw, Mostostal 
has grown into one 

of the largest construction companies in Poland, carrying 
out investments in all key sectors of the construction 
markets in the country and abroad. Andrzej Golawski, 
President of the Management Board, points out, “We are a 
Polish company established with a vision to rebuild Warsaw 
after the war. We are proudly reaching back to our roots; 
we value who we are, where we come from, and what we 
have achieved in the past seven decades”. 

The company’s main shareholder is ACCIONA Construc-
cion SA, a Spanish company mainly involved in infra-
structure, renewable energy, clean technology and water 
management sectors. At the same time our Polish identity 
emphasizes over 18% shareholder of OFE PZU, which is 
mainly owned by the state treasury. Mostostal Warszawa 
is part of the Mostostal Warszawa Capital Group, which is 
creating a diversified core and is composed of Mostostal 
Warszawa SA, AMK Krakow SA – contractor in the energy 
and environment sector, Mostostal Kielce SA – manufac-
turer of steel structures, and Mostostal Plock SA – company 
with rich experience in the oil and gas sector.

Fusion of long-term tradition of Polish 
engineering and state-of-the-art technologies

Mostostal Warszawa specializes in the implementation of 
all types of construction facilities, as well as in the sectors 

of general construction, industry, energy and infrastruc-
ture. Furthermore, the company has significant experience 
in the development of steel structures and technological 
installations for petrochemical and chemical industries. 
Andrzej Golawski says, “Our main activities are focused 
in the energy sector. Currently we are executing the Opole 
Power Plant, which is the biggest project in Poland right 
now, with estimated value on €2.69 billion gross”. He adds, 
“We are proven partners for international client; with high-
quality and experienced personnel which have numerous 
references from the past. Diversification is in our DNA.” 

Noting continuous growth, the company employs an 
admirable number of 1,500 employees, and has annual 
revenues of approximately €325 million. President of the 
Management Board Andrzej Golawski adds, “We are one of 
the top five companies in construction. We are not focused 
on turnover. Our goal is to provide stable results and 
deliver quality and innovative projects, evenly distributed 
in the infrastructure, general construction and industrial 
building”.

Developing innovative technologies

The company has established a Research & Development 
Department in order to develop innovative technolo-
gies, important for the progress of the company and the 
Polish construction sector. President Andrzej Golawski 
explains, “Recently, we have developed the longest bridge 
in the world, which is made of composite. In our 70 years 
of existence, we have participated in the most complex 
projects in this part of Europe”. He concludes, “Every 
day we provide new solutions, supporting the cooperation 
between our engineers and scientists, with a main goal to 
create competitive advantages for the company and new 
values for everyone. The technical knowledge is our highest 
advantage.” 

Mostostal Warszawa
Konstruktorska 12A

02-673 Warsaw
mostostal.waw.pl

Andrzej Golawski, 
President of the Management Board of Mostostal Warszawa
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Lafarge, a member of LafargeHolcim Group since 2015, 
has been leading the Polish cement, concrete and aggre-
gates business for more than 20 years, not only successfully 
providing high quality products and integrated solutions, 
but most of all acting as a pioneer of innovation in the 
Polish construction sector.

Lafarge was the first Polish industry player to leave aside the 
focus on three product lines and to introduce a customer 
segments and channels based business model, through 
which it executes its individual value offer: a tailor-made 
mix of products and services for a wide range of customers. 
Federico Tonetti, Chief Executive Officer of LafargeHolcim 
Poland emphasizes, “We believe that if we keep focusing 
on the end user, we can innovate in the right direction, 
come up with better ideas, and in the end, differentiate 
ourselves”.

Customer-centric business model

“We changed our business model in 2015, moving from 
product lines to customers, segments and channels, placing 
customers at the heart of our organization. Our client ori-
entation embraces not only our external clients, but first 
of all our internal customers: our employees”, Federico 
Tonetti explains. The company’s vision is to provide 
continuous personal development of the employees and 
constant improvement of company’s integrated solutions. 
He adds, “Today we employ almost 1,600 people in Poland. 
We have around 60 production sites, two cement plants, 12 
aggregates queries and 45 ready-mix plants. It is a great 
potential and we are using it with a great focus on people, 
sustainability and safety”.

Lafarge now operates in B2B and B2C channels and in 
there building and infrastructure segments. Its innovative 
solutions are used in ventures ranging from small local 
projects to large, technically comprehensive, and challeng-
ing infrastructure or construction investments.

Federico Tonetti explains, “Due to the capital intensive 
nature of our industry, we should focus on a value driven 
offer. It must be based on innovation and on customer 
needs, beyond on-time delivery and quality of products. 

In the past two years we have seen significant changes in 
the way we operate and think”. He points out, “We are 
not an opportunistic player. We are a company that has 
a mission to shape future leaders and the future of our 
industry and we want to be part of a country that fosters 
that”.

Shaping the Future of the Polish Construction 
Industry through Differentiation

“We changed our business model in 2015, moving from product lines to 
customers”, Federico Tonetti, CEO LafargeHolcim Poland
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LafargeHolcim Poland
24 F Ilzecka St. 02-135 Warsaw

Tel.: +48 22 324 60 00
office.pl@lafargeholcim.com

www.lafarge.pl

Acting as an industry leader

LafargeHolcim is offering more than high-quality solutions, 
as well as diversified construction services; the company is 
also an important industry influencer, an active member of 
several business associations, such as the Polish Associa-
tion of Cement Producers (SPC), the Polish Association of 
Ready-Mixed Concrete Producers (SPBT), and the Polish 
Aggregate Industry Association (PZPK). Federico Tonetti 
says, “I think everybody knows that cement is the jewel of 
the crown, but we are also in the top seven countries of the 
LafargeHolcim Group and worldwide within the aggregates 
business”. 

Ready-mixed concrete is also one of LafargeHolcim’s 
greatest assets. The company was awarded by the Associa-
tion of Ready-Mixed Concrete Producers in Poland with 
the Quality Mark - Good Concrete, an award given to 
leading companies that strive to maintain high standards 
of production, safety and environmental protection. 

Shaping a sustainable and socially 
responsible future

Following in the footsteps of the Group, LafargeHolcim in 
Poland has a clear commitment to social and environmental 
sustainability. In terms of supporting social development, 
LafargeHolcim plays an active role by running WSPÓLNIE 
- LafargeHolcim Foundation, which focuses on two major 
areas – architectural education and revitalization of Polish 
cities, which are among their many other initiatives and 
projects aimed at supporting local communities. 

WE EDUCATE

WE CHANGE OUR ENVIRONMENTWE INSPIRE

In terms of supporting social development, LafargeHolcim plays an active role by 
running WSPÓLNIE - LafargeHolcim Foundation, which focuses on two major areas 

– architectural education and revitalization of Polish cities

ASTALDI (Polish Branch)
Sapiezynska 10A, 00-215 Warsaw

Tel.: +48 22 530 0900
biuro@astaldi.com
www.astaldi.com 

The Italian ASTALDI GROUP is one of the leading inter-
national construction companies, which specializes in the 
development of complex and integrated projects in the field 
of public infrastructure and large-scale civil engineering 
works. With the establishment of its Polish branch in 2008, 
ASTALDI brought extraordinary quality and experience in 
the infrastructure projects of the country. Francesco Paolo 
Scaglione, General Manager, says, “We are specialized in 
engineering, we do all kinds of infrastructure, but in Poland 
we usually participate in tenders that require complex and 
skilled solutions, such as railway, road and metro tunnels. 
We perform projects that other companies are not special-
ized in”. 

In Poland, the company employs approximately 2,000 
workers, and a vast number of Polish subcontractors, 
noting an annual turnover of about €300 million – 10% of 
the global turnover. Francesco Paolo Scaglione points out, 
“Our main clients are the government and some public 
companies”. The name ASTALDI is connected to major 
infrastructure projects in Poland, such as the construction 
of the second metro line in Warsaw, the modernization of 
the Warsaw-Lodz railway and the Lodz Fabryczna station, 
and the extension of 62 kilometres of the National Road 8. 

Francesco Paolo Scaglione concludes, “It is essential to have 
the right people, particularly in engineering. Furthermore, 
you have to know the history of the country, because it 
influences its character. Extensive knowledge, wide experi-
ence and innovative technology are crucial for our success; 
it enables us to present the best solutions in order to satisfy 
clients.”

Leading Italian Construction 
Company Builds Infrastructure for 

the Progress of Poland

Infrastructure & Construction
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With its rich cultural heritage, stunning historic sites 
and gorgeous array of landscapes, Poland is among the 
most attractive tourist destinations in Central Europe and 
beyond. Whether seeking architecture, urban vibes or a 
taste of the past, Poland’s bustling cities and towns offer 
something for everyone. Visitors can see Europe’s biggest 
shifting sand dunes, walk through a labyrinth carved out in 
stone, and come across a bison in the last primary forest 
on the continent. 

Poland’s roots go back to the turn of the first millennium, 
leaving a thousand years of twists and turns and kings and 
castles to explore. Most famous castles in Poland include 
the Wawel Royal Castle in Krakow, the Lancut Castle, the 
Royal Castle in Warsaw, the Wisnicz Castle, the Castle 
of the Teutonic Order in Malbork, the Goluchow Castle, 
the Kornik Castle, the Moszna Castle, the Ksiaz Castle in 
Walbrzych etc. 

Poland’s vast natural areas provide anything from dense 
forests, high peaks and lush hills to beaches and lake 
reserves for those who seek to enjoy the nature. With 23 
national parks and a number of landscape parks spread 
all over the country, natural attractions are never too far 
away. The Bialowieza National Park, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, it comprises the last remains of the primeval 

Perfect Combination of Rich 
History and Urban Modern Living 

forest that once covered most of Europe and is the only 
place where European bison still live in the wild. The two 
national parks on Poland’s coast are also quite popular: 
Wolin National Park located on an island in the north-
west, and Slowinski National Park which holds some of the 
largest sand dunes in Europe. The Polish coastline is stun-
ningly attractive because of its diverse landscape—dunes 
alternating with cliffs. Those who seek adventure can 
enjoy kilometres of ski slopes, horse riding trails, kayak 
trips down the rivers, tourist trails, bicycle trails and much 
more. In 2016, the Tatra National Park, which is home of 
the Eagle’s Path, received a record 3.5 million tourists. 

Poland is also famous for its heart-warming food, with spe-
cialties made of local ingredients and honed to perfection. 
The Polish cuisine, renowned for specialties like pierogi, 
makowiec, nalesniki, chrusciki and the famous Polish vodka 
brands, set Poland high on the European gastronomy map. 
 
The ‘big three’ of Polish tourism

Warsaw

Warsaw is Poland’s largest city and an economic, political, 
and cultural centre and has been the country’s capital for 
over 400 years. It is spread across a broad area with diverse 

Wilanow Palace in Warsaw
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architecture: restored Gothic, communist concrete, modern 
glass and steel. The symbol of the city is the Mermaid, 
featured on the city seal. As a bustling metropolis with an 
unforgettable history, Warsaw offers a fascinating collection 
of neighbourhoods and landmarks. The excellent museums 
interpret its complex story, from the joys of Chopin’s music 
to the tragedy of the Jewish ghetto.

The Royal residences, associated with eminent Polish 
rulers and momentous historical events, are both splendid 
monuments of architecture full of art pieces and also 
stunning gardens and parks. These tourist attractions, such 
at the Royal Castle, the Lazienki Krolewskie Park-Palace 
Complex and the Wilanow Park-Palace Complex also serve 
as venues for major artistic events. 

The Palace of Culture and Science, completed in 1955 as a 
‘gift from the Soviet people’, is the embodiment of Socialist 
Realist architecture. As the tallest building in Poland, it 
serves as a cultural centre with theatres, museums, cinema 
and a concert hall. The highest viewing platform on the 
30th floor offers an excellent panoramic view of the city.

The POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews enchants 
with its extraordinary symbolic architecture and exhibi-
tion. It is located in the centre of the former Jewish district 
and the place of the most intense battles of the Ghetto 
Uprising in 1943.

The PGE National Stadium, built for the European Football 
Championship UEFA EURO 2012, is located close to the 
Old Town and city centre. It is well visible from many 
places in Warsaw, but the best view of the stadium is from 
the side of the Zamkowy Square.

In Warsaw there are numerous attractions related to 
composer and pianist Frederic Chopin, such as various 
buildings where he stayed or which he visited during the 
first 20 years of his life. Warsaw is also the home of the 
Fryderyk Chopin Museum, which boasts the world’s largest 
Chopin memorabilia collection.

Krakow

As the city of most cultural interest in Poland due to its 
remarkable history, Krakow is adorned with a treasure trove 
of tourist attractions. The historic centre of Krakow, known 
as Old Town, is a UNESCO world heritage site and offers 
a wealth of mesmerizing architecture which surrounds the 
largest market square in Europe. The city has the richest 
array of Gothic and Renaissance monuments and churches 
and an amazing collection of artworks.

The Wawel Royal Castle and the Wawel Hill constitute the 
most historically and culturally important site in Poland. 
For centuries the residence of the kings of Poland and the 
symbol of Polish statehood, the Castle is now one of the 
country’s premier art museums. Established in 1930, the 
museum encompasses ten curatorial departments responsi-
ble for collections of paintings, including an important col-
lection of Italian Renaissance paintings, prints, sculpture, 
textiles, among them the Sigismund II Augustus tapestry 
collection, goldsmith’s work, arms and armour, ceramics, 
Meissen porcelain, and period furniture. The museum’s 
holdings in oriental art include the largest collection of 
Ottoman tents in Europe. With seven specialized conserva-
tion studios, the museum is also an important centre for 
the conservation of works of art. 

Wieliczka salt mine entered the UNESCO’s World Heritage 
list as the only mining site in the world operating con-
tinuously since the Middle Ages. The massive salt deposits 
were formed 20 million years ago and nowadays there are 
estimated 300 km of underground tunnels. In addition to 
the mine, there are crystal caverns, as well as manmade 
marvels, such as the St. Kinga’s chapel, the most opulent 
underground church in the world. 

Notorious for the atrocities committed on its site during 
World War II, the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp 
is now a memorial museum located 50 km west of Krakow 
near the small town of Oswiecim. It was inscribed in the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site inscription in 1979.

Krakow
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Gdansk

With a unique location and over a thousand years’ history, 
contemporary Gdansk is a modern metropolis, a thriving 
centre of culture, science, sports and entertainment, as 
well as an attractive tourist destination and the world’s 
capital city of amber. Included in many “must-see tourist 
destinations in the world” lists, this intriguing city is one 
of the most beautiful ports on the Baltic Sea. Visitors are 
coming to wander the narrow, cobbled streets of the Main 
Town, to gaze in wonder at monster red-brick churches, to 
scatter along the historical thoroughfares lined with grand, 
elegantly slender buildings, to enjoy pleasant boat cruises, 
and to wander in and out of characterful cafes, amber 
shops and intriguing museums. 

Gdansk is home to famous festivals and fairs. The Gdansk 
Shakespeare Festival is an annual international event that 
combines theatrical performances with artistic events, 
workshops and meetings with theatre directors. It is held in 
a Shakespearean theatre built on the historical site of a 17th-
century playhouse where English travelling actors used to 
perform. Established in 1260 by Pope Alexander IV, the St. 
Dominic’s Fair is one of the longest of the city’s traditions. 
The major attraction of this three-week event is the huge 
market with local and foreign sellers presenting antiques, 
handmade goods and more, accompanied by a series of 
cultural events such as street theatre, concerts, parades, 
sports events and competitions. Every year it attracts 
around five million people and about 1,000 artisans, 
merchants and artists.

The Royal Way is a spectacular path from the old city 
gate to the Motlawa river and is the main Old Town street, 
famous for the Polish kings who used to parade along its 
length when visiting the city. Most famous among the 
main sights is Dlugi Targ (Long Market), which features the 
Neptune’s Fountain, as well as the Golden Gate, the Torture 
House, the Prison Tower and Neptune’s Fountain. 

The European Solidarity Centre is a contemporary 
museum situated in the Gdansk shipyard. Spectacular in 
design and exhibitions, the centre celebrates trades unions 
and their achievements, giving a lot of credit to the Soli-
darity movement in a series of thought-provoking exhibi-
tions. The building is made of steel and its design is meant 
to resemble that of a ship.

Known as the largest brick church in the world, St. Mary’s 
Church is a Roman Catholic church with massive Gothic 
building and amazing exterior and interior. One of the 
interior highlights is a huge wooden 15th-century astrologi-
cal clock. Climbing the 400 steps to the top of the church’s 
tower will give visitors a beautiful view of Gdansk.

Auschwitz-Birkenau memorial

Neptune Statue in Gdansk

© Diego Delso

Niedzica Castle
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In addition to traditional tourism, Poland has opened up to 
various branches of the tourism industry, including MICE 
tourism, business services tourism, sustainable tourism, 
medical tourism, hosting of high-level international events 
and more. 

Sustainable tourism

The UN has declared 2017 as the International Year of Sus-
tainable Tourism. According to Taleb Rifai, the Secretary-
General of the World Travel Organization, this is “a unique 
opportunity to advance the contribution of the tourism 
sector to the three pillars of sustainability – economic, 
social and environmental, while raising awareness of the 
true dimensions of a sector which is often undervalued”. 

The travel industry in Poland has turned towards sustain-
able development, with some shining examples of environ-
mentally-conscious principles put into action, such as the 
EcoFrontiers Ranch in the far south-eastern part of the 
country, which has been named one of the ‘10 best eco-
lodges in the world’, according to National Geographic. 
Nested in the Bieszczady Mountains, close to the Ukrainian 
and Slovakian borders, this privately owned eco-lodge 
developed from a former collective farm, which was built 
and operated following principles of sustainability.

Port of Gdansk at the Seatrade Cruise 
Global Fair

In March 2017, the Port of Gdansk presented its offer at 
the Seatrade Cruise Global fair, which took place in Fort 
Lauderdale, USA. It is the largest maritime tourism trade 
fair in the world, organized 30 years in a row. The Port of 
Gdansk is valued by the maritime tourism industry due to 
the huge tourist potential of the region and the high quality 
of passenger vessel handling services. This year’s cruise 
season is expected to be especially fruitful for the Port of 
Gdansk, with as many as 67 passenger ships which will 
call at the port, more than twice as many in comparison 
to 2016.

Versatile Tourism Potential
Medical tourism on the rise

Medical tourism is becoming an essential element of the 
global economy, and an export product of special signifi-
cance in Poland. Estimates show that the global medical 
tourism market will grow to over US$54 billion by 2022, 
and the country is looking to play a major part in the 
sector. In 2015, foreign patients spent over €340 million 
on medical care in Poland, on average spending €17,000 
per patient. Medical tourists mostly come from the UK, 
Germany and the Scandinavian countries. According to 
the Polish Association of Medical Tourism, dentistry and 
cosmetic surgery are the most popular services offered by 
the country’s medical tourism industry.

The Polish government is promoting the nation as a world-
class centre for medicine. The government-backed initia-
tive is targeting people from across the world, particularly 
those in Scandinavia, Germany, Eastern Europe, and the 
UK, hoping that Poland’s location at the heart of Europe, 
along with its plethora of low-cost flights, cheap accommo-
dation, and attractive tourist cities, will boost the number 
of people interested in medical procedures in the country. 
The recent EU directive which gives consumers the right to 
use health services in other European countries will only 
further Poland’s bid to become the medical tourism centre 
of Europe. Facilities in Poland offer high quality service, 
highly skilled experts and state of the art equipment, but 
people are mostly attracted by the affordable prices of the 
medical procedures, which are significantly lower compared 
to the USA, Canada and Western Europe.

Possible bid for the 2030 Winter 
Olympic Games

Poland and the Czech Republic are considering a joint 
bid for the 2030 winter Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
According to Polish officials, the bid will involve 10 
locations, six in the Czech Republic and four in Poland, 
with the opening ceremony to be held in Wroclaw, Poland, 
and the closing ceremony in Prague, the Czech Republic. 

 EcoFrontiers Ranch © Rafal Lipski
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European Times: What is the Ministry’s role in Poland’s 
tourism industry?

Dawid Lasek: Ministry’s main aim is to develop the 
national policy of tourism, support the spatial planning 
processes on local and regional level, and expand the 
business sector in the field. 

The Ministry is supported by Polish Tourism Organiza-
tion, intermediate, operational body, which is responsible 
for promoting Poland as an attractive tourism destination 
and coordinates the system of cooperation between the 16 
regional tourist organisations and 104 local tourist organi-
sations in all touristic regions of Poland. Having in mind 
the necessity to strengthen and support the local level of 
partners on the field, such as communes, local organiza-
tions and small business enterprises, we are focusing on 
reorganization and their greater inclusion in Poland’s 
tourism policy. The POT also undertakes active role in the 
promotion of Poland abroad by coordinating work of 15 
offices in major cities all over the world.

European Times: What are some recent developments 
in the tourism sector?

Dawid Lasek: The Ministry’s priority is the development 
of new regulative that implements the European standards, 
creating national tourism policy oriented mainly on the 
local and regional levels of tourism. 

Currently Poland’s tourism sector contributes with up to 6% 
of the country’s GDP, and additional increase trends are 
expected, taking in consideration the current geo-political 
situation in the region, which puts Poland in safe touristic 
destinations. Holding the Presidency of the Visegrad 
Group, we are also cooperating with our neighbouring 
countries – the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary, on 
the development of an international project named Central 
Europe Branding House, with intent to support the Central 
Europe territorial brands and attract foreign investors and 
tourists from China, America and Western Europe.

European Times: Why should international investors 
and travellers choose Poland as touristic destination?

Dawid Lasek: There are many successful foreign invest-
ments in Poland’s tourism sector, mainly done in hotels, 

restaurants, spa and sport resorts, from countries such as 
Austria and Slovakia. The country’s main interest is to keep 
the current and attract new investors in cooperation with 
the local stakeholders, whose development is supported by 
the new policy in the tourism sector.

Considering that the country offers versatile destina-
tions, rich with cultural and natural features, open minded 
people, developed road, air and water infrastructure, with 
geographic position in the centre of Europe, it is the perfect 
destination for international investors and travellers. I per-
sonally believe that Poland offers many touristic opportu-
nities, new experiences and has potential for tourists with 
different interests.

Promoting Poland as Secure and 
Attractive Touristic Hub

Dawid Lasek, Deputy Minister of Sport and Tourism

Dawid Lasek, Deputy Minister of Sport and Tourism, 

discusses Poland’s recent efforts in the development of 

country’s local and regional tourism industry, pointing out 

the opportunities that the sector offers. 

Tourism
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European Times: What are the main activities of the 
Chamber of Tourism? 

Pawel Niewiadomski: The Chamber has been signifi-
cantly restructured since its beginnings. Currently we 
have 11 regional offices and almost 500 members, but with 
our sales offices the number amounts to 2,200 members 
overall. It covers almost the entire territory of the country, 
and represents 70% of the floating capital in Polish tourism. 
Our largest members are ITAKA and Rainbow, we also 
group associated members from abroad. The major activity 
of the Chamber is lobbying for our members and their 
promotion. We represent our members, we do matchmak-
ing, we offer legal advice, we do networking, we organize 
events abroad and study tours for our members and we 
are present at all travel exhibitions and fairs in Poland and 
abroad. 

European Times: What are the biggest achievements 
of the Chamber during your mandate? 

Pawel Niewiadomski: During my two terms as President, 
internally we introduced a centralized financial manage-
ment of the whole chamber. Our excellent informational 
channels are used for promotional campaigns and for 
cooperation with tourist chambers from other countries. 
Externally, our main success is our active role in the EU 
law making processes, including the “Package travel and 
linked travel arrangements directive”, which represents a 
new era of how people are buying travel services, and the 
“Insurance Mediation Directive 2”. These laws achieved 
a good balance between consumers and the travel trade 
and enabled the continuation of selling travel insurance by 
travel shops and online travel agents. 

European Times: What are your sources of funding 
and how do you attract new members?

Pawel Niewiadomski: Our major source of funding is 
the members’ contribution, but we also receive govern-
ment subsidies and we apply for certain government or 
EU grants. Nevertheless, our main priority is to remain 
independent, so we are always cautious when it comes 
to receiving funding. We try to attract new members by 
promoting during travel trade fairs, by e-mail marketing 
and whispered marketing. We are also very active in social 
media, we cooperate with the press, radio and TV. 

European Times: How would you describe the 
Chamber’s cooperation with ECTAA – the Group of 
national travel agents’ and tour operators’ associations 
within the EU? 

Pawel Niewiadomski: As a full-fledged member, we have 
excellent cooperation with ECTAA and the Chamber 
has representatives in all different committees within the 
Group. It is a very good value for our members, since we 
are immediately informed of any decision on EU level 
which might affect the sector, and whenever there is an 
operational or taxation problem at European level, we can 
ask ECTAA to assist us.

European Times: What is your personal message?

Pawel Niewiadomski: Come to Poland and invest in 
Poland. The Chamber of Tourism is open to new members 
and we are an excellent source of information concerning 
activities on the Polish market. 

Tourism Chamber Excels in 
Lobbying and Members’ Promotion

Pawel Niewiadomski, President of the Polish Chamber of Tourism

Established in 1990, the Polish Chamber of Tourism is the 

largest organisation within the country’s tourism industry. 

President Pawel Niewiadomski discusses the Chamber’s 

role, activities and achievements.
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European Times: What is the role of the IGHP?

Ireneusz Weglowski: The Chamber’s main activity is to 
support the development of the hospitality industry in 
Poland. In this context, the Chamber’s main role is to par-
ticipate in the development of legal regulations concern-
ing the tourism industry, defining ethical principles and 
standards of behaviour in the hospitality sector. This is 
done with the participation of the Chamber’s representa-
tives in the work of advisory and consultative bodies, 
which collaborate with the state administration on business 
matters in the hospitality industry.

IGHP conducts promotional activities for the members, 
providing patronage of all the initiatives, events and trade 
fairs and establishing contacts with national and interna-
tional partners. The Chamber is also involved in the certi-
fication of products and services for the hotel and catering 
industry, and plays an active role in the prevention of unfair 
competition in the hospitality sector.

European Times: How is IGHP organized?

Ireneusz Weglowski: Regarding the membership of our 
organization, 90% of our members are hotels, but there 
are also producers and supplier companies of goods and 
services for hotels, and hotel high schools and technical 
colleges. Currently we have more than 230 hotels as our 
active members, with capacity of over 30,000 hotel rooms, 
covering a fifth of the hotelier market in Poland. Among 
our members are chains such as AccorHotels/Orbis, Qubus 
Hotels, Louvre Hotels Group, DeSilva Hotels, Golebiewski 
Hotels, Zdrojowa Invest but we also have many small indi-
vidual hotels.

European Times: What are some of IGHP’s 
achievements?

Ireneusz Weglowski: Considering that the Chamber voices 
the hotels requests in legal terms, we are currently playing 
an important role in the reduction of the fees defined for 
the industry, such as the copyright fees and the retransmis-
sion fees. We have been helping develop a new program for 
education in the hotelier industry (internship in the hotels), 
that fits the specific needs across the industry. We have 
also succeeded in the fee reduction for credit card usage 
from 3% to ca. 0.3%. In 2015 IGHP became a member of 
HOTREC, an umbrella association of hotels, restaurants 

and cafes in Europe which takes care of vital industry 
interests by lobbying and making interventions within EU 
institutions.

European Times: What are IGHP’s future goals? 

Ireneusz Weglowski: Our plan is to further lobby and 
influence legal solutions so that the hotel industry in 
Poland has a good and healthy ground for its development. 
We currently make analysis to introduce the Hotel Stars 
Union (HSU) in Poland and we have already started dis-
cussions about this with stakeholders. Our priority is to 
strengthen the organization within the region and deepen 
collaboration with HOTREC. One of our major aims is to 
attract more hotels and potentially restaurant businesses 
to join IGHP.

Voicing the Vision for the 
Development of the Hotel 

Industry in Poland 
Ireneusz Weglowski, 
President of the Chamber of Commerce of the Polish Hotel Industry (IGHP)

Established in 2003, the Chamber of Commerce of 

the Polish Hotel Industry (IGHP) aims to support the 

development of the hotel industry, and assist in the facili-

tation of the administrative procedures at local, regional, 

national and EU level. Ireneusz Weglowski, President of 

IGHP, discusses the Chamber’s goals and current activities.

Tourism
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Established in 2012, the company named Goodnight 
Warsaw initially started with managing only three apart-
ments for short and mid-term stays in the Polish capital. 
Today it operates 30 apartments and more are coming into 
the pipeline. “Since we started, I am doubling the size of 
the company every year”, the owner Hubert Mokrzycki 
explains. Now the company has grown to approximately 
350 reservations per month while the apartments are 
operating at around 70% occupancy rate per year. Hubert 
Mokrzycki is aware that “competition is fierce in this line 
of work, prices are going down, and some of the companies 
in this business might not survive”, but is confident in his 
company’s growth strategy. 

Goodnight Warsaw offers a rental system in which anybody 
can book a night or two, but also a mid-term stay, and 

even make a booking for several months. Providing 
cleaning service, bed linens and kitchen appliances in 
every apartment, long staying visitors get all of the necessi-
ties at 60-70% lower prices when compared to a hotel. The 
standard of living which our apartments provide is higher 
than many hotels. The rooms are spacious, and clients 
have at their disposal facilities such as kitchen, household 
appliances and washing machine, making their stay very 
convenient.

Approximately 55-60% of the clientele of Goodnight Warsaw 
comes from Poland and around 20% comes from Eastern 
Europe, while the rest of the clientele are from around the 
world. Some of Goodnight Warsaw’s customers come from 
faraway places such as the Philippines, Australia, USA, 
Argentina and Brazil.

Goodnight Warsaw Apartments Offering 
Sophisticated Quality and Comfort
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Freedom of lodging

The duration of stay of the average customer varies from 
the season. “It is different for various periods of the year, 
and we mostly have one- or two- night stays. We also 
have longer stays over a week, depending on the time of 
the year, and especially during the holiday’s season. In 
business season, the average length of stay is around two 
to three days although we have some business consultants 
staying on longer periods even for several months” Hubert 
Mokrzycki says.

In the process of attracting customers, this establishment 
has several channels as partners, such as Booking.com, 
Expedia, HRS and others, so that people can see the offers 
and reviews from all over the world. “I have all necessary 
IT infrastructure to manage over 100 apartments, but we 
have to improve the working structure of the company 
and increase number of apartments. That also comes with 
hiring more staff, which we need to do” Hubert Mokrzycki 
explains. Goodnight Warsaw has a total of 12 partners on 
the sales side, and is planning to increase this number as 
the company grows. 

Most of the apartments are not owned by Goodnight 
Warsaw, but the company is providing a managing system 
of properties of private investors. “We started from scratch, 
however each year we are increasing our portfolio of apart-
ments and we are continually expanding to ours and the 
customer’s satisfaction” Hubert Mokrzycki says.

Management services 
with a good reputation

There are many reasons why private investors choose 
Goodnight Warsaw for managing their property. “I try to 
invest all available funds into this business, including bank 
credits, as it would be impossible to achieve such a growth 
rate without massive investments. We are never late with 
our financial commitments, and we are almost doubling 
our income on annual level”, Hubert Mokrzycki points out.
There are many competitors involved in this business, but 
the Goodnight Warsaw team is ambitious and thrilled with 
the challenge. Also, the company strategy of grouping a few 
apartments at one location brings a competitive advantage 

for Goodnight Warsaw thanks to possibility of accommo-
dating larger group of people not only single travellers. 
Besides, it provides both cleaning and mobile reception 
cost decrease emphasises the owner of Goodnight Warsaw. 
“We do not have conference rooms, so we are considering 
managing a building with a number of apartments, and 
conference and dining space, in the near future. This might 
happen thanks to cooperation with developers”, he adds. 

“Most of our apartments have the excellent location in the 
very city centre of Warsaw which is absolutely convenient 
for people who are working in this area. Our clients can go 
to a meeting on foot or by means of public transportation 
they can easily and quickly reach different sides of Warsaw, 
saving a lot of time and hustle, while for motorised clients 
we can provide private parking spots next to selected apart-
ments. Taking into account living in the city centre our 
clients can enjoy sightseeing, festivals, concerts, cultural 
events, exciting nightlife and everything else the Polish 
capital offers”, Hubert Mokrzycki concludes.

The company uses a sophisticated system to manage res-
ervations. This system enables a good communication to 
and from the client, and helps the company immediately 
react to the feedback provided by the clients. “We are using 
an e-booking system to make reservations and customers 
get an instant e-mail confirmation with all information 
about their stay, including how to collect the keys, how to 
get to the apartment with a map and information about 
household appliances available at the apartment”, Hubert 
Mokrzycki explains. With the pace of development of this 
exciting network scheme, there is no doubt that Goodnight 
Warsaw will become one of the leading Polish companies 
providing affordable and pleasant staying experience to the 
rising number of visitors.

Goodnight Warsaw Apartments
Aleja Solidarnosci 60/28, 00-240, Warsaw

Tel.: +48 661 546 000
office@goodnightwarsaw.com
www.goodnightwarsaw.com
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