
LETTER IX 
The Hermit, Arcanum of Prudence 

Quotations for Reflection 

“[The Hermit] creates light, he creates silence and he creates certainty—conforming to 
the… triple concordance of  that which is clear, of  that which is in harmony with the totality of  
revealed truths and of  that which is the object of  immediate experience.” (page 201) 

“No, let us not prostrate ourselves either before the world or before the intellect, but let us 
prostrate ourselves in adoration of  the common source of  both the world and the intellect
—God.” (page 202) 

“Objects are only real, in the sense of  realism, when they are real in the Word. And 
intellectual constructions are only true, in the sense of  idealism, when they are true in the 
Word.” (page 203) 

“For realism humanity is more real and is of  higher value than the individual man. In 
contrast, for nominalism it is the individual man who is more real and has a higher value 
than humanity.” (page 206) 

“And true progress, true evolution, is the advance of  beings from life under one law to life 
under another law, i.e. the structural change of  beings. It is thus that the law ‘an eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth’ is in the process of  being gradually replaced by the law of  
forgiveness.” (page 208) 

“And God? He serves all beings without exception.” (page 208) 

“The spiritual world is not a world of  laws, principles and ideas; it is a world of  spiritual 
beings—human souls, Angels, Archangels, Principalities, Powers, Virtues, Dominions, 
Thrones, Cherubim, Seraphim and the Holy Trinity: the Holy Spirit, the Son and the 
Father.” (page 209) 

“Miracles are fruits of  the union of  the whole, concentrated human being with cosmic 
truth, beauty and goodness—with God. They are operations of  divine-human magic which 
is, and always will be, based on the spiritual constellation ‘God-Man’—or, in other words, 
they always operate ‘in the name of  Jesus Christ’.” (page 210) 

“Faith is divine breath in the soul, just as hope is divine light and love is divine fire in the 
soul.” (page 211) 

“The father of  empirical science is doubt and its mother is faith. It owes its fruitfulness to 
faith, just as it owes its motivating force to doubt.” (page 211) 



“The will-to-power, aspiring to the unlimited growth of  man’s domination of  Nature, no 
matter whether for good or evil, will gradually lose its moral indifference and will become 
more and more inclined to good—it will be transformed into the will-to-service.” (page 215) 

“The synthesis of  science and religion is not a theory, but rather the inner act of  
consciousness of  adding the spiritual vertical to the scientific horizontal…” (page 216) 

“Experience teaches us that there are two kinds of  darkness in the domain of  
consciousness. One is that of  ignorance, passivity and laziness, which is ‘infra-light’ 
darkness. The other, in contrast, is the darkness of  higher knowledge, intense activity and 
endeavour still to be made—this is ‘ultra-light’. It is a question of  this latter ‘darkness’ in 
instances where it is a matter of  resolving an antinomy or finding a synthesis.” (page 218) 

“Prudence is constant awareness of  being between two darknesses—the darkness of  the 
‘white point’ of  absolute synthesis above, which is dazzling and which demands a slow and 
gradual spiritual preparation in order to be able to bear its light without being blinded, and 
the darkness of  the black point, that of  the subconscious below.” (page 220) 

“The itinerant Hermit—with his mantle, his lamp and his staff—is a ‘travelling salesman’ 
of  peace. He makes his way from opinion to opinion, from belief  to belief, from 
experience to experience—and traces his route so that he traverses the way of  peace 
between opinions, beliefs and experiences, being always equipped with his mantle, lamp 
and staff.” (pages 222-3) 

“Then there are the joys of  profound silence, full of  revelations, and those of  the starry 
heaven, whose solemn presence speaks in the language of  eternity, and the joys of  the 
constellations of  stars, and those of  thoughts, and those of  breathing air full of  
spirituality! No, one need not take pity on the Hermit. Although, like his Master, he has 
nowhere to lay his head, he is already blessed with the good fortune that the Master 
promised to those who are peacemakers. He has the good fortune to participate in the 
work of  the Son of  God, in taking part in the solitude of  the earthly life of  the Son of  
Man.” (page 223) 

“Peace is unity in diversity. There is no peace where there is no diversity, and there is no 
peace when there is only diversity.” (page 223) 

“For it is the heart where contemplation and action are united, where knowledge becomes 
will and where will becomes knowledge. The heart does not need to forget all 
contemplation in order to act, and does not need to suppress all action in order to 
contemplate. It is the heart which is simultaneously active and contemplative, untiringly 
and unceasingly.” (page 226) 

“The ‘salvation of  the soul’ is the restoration of  the reign of  the heart.” (page 229)


