
LETTER VI 
The Lover, Arcanum of Chastity 

Quotations for Reflection 

One is chaste only when one loves with the totality of one’s being. Chastity is not 
wholeness of being in indifference, but rather in the love which is “strong as death 
and whose flashes are flashes of fire, the flame of the Eternal”. It is living unity. 
(page 124) 

Now, to feel something as real in the measure of its full reality is to love. It is love 
which awakens us to the reality of ourselves, to the reality of others, to the reality of 
the world and to the reality of God. In so far as we love ourselves, we feel real. 
(126) 

For love is not an abstract programme but, rather, it is substance and intensity. It is 
necessary therefore that one radiates the substance and intensity of love with regard 
to one individual being in order that one can begin to ray it out in all directions. 
“To be able to make gold one has to have gold,” say the alchemists. The spiritual 
counterpart of this maxim is that in order to be able to love everyone one has to 
love or to have loved someone. This someone is one’s “neighbour.” (126) 

In the psychic domain, nothing dies and that the whole past lives present in the 
diverse layers of the depths of consciousness—the “unconscious” or sub-
consciousness—of the soul. Palaeontological and geological layers contain only the 
imprints and fossils of the now dead past; psychic layers, in contrast, constitute a 
living witness to the actual past. They are the past which continues to live. They are 
memory—not intellectual, but psychically substantial—of the actual past. For this 
reason nothing perishes and nothing is lost in the domain of the psyche; essential 
history, i.e. real joy and suffering, real religions and revelations of the past, continue 
to live in us, and it is in we ourselves that the key to the essential history of 
mankind is to be found. (129) 

It is by ecstasy—or rapture, or going out of oneself—that the macrocosmic layers 
(“spheres” or “heavens”) reveal themselves to consciousness. (130) 

Ecstasy to the heights beyond oneself and enstasy into the depths within oneself 
lead to knowledge of the same fundamental truth. (130) 

“Paradise” is therefore at one and the same time the fundamental layer of our soul 
and a cosmic sphere. One finds it just as well through enstasy as by ecstasy. (131) 



To be induced to seek experience is the beginning and the principle of greed, the 
principle opposed to poverty. (133) 

The Christian doctrine and experience of grace expresses the very essence of 
chastity, just as it also contains the principles of poverty and obedience. It is the 
doctrine concerning chaste relationships between that which is below and that 
which is above. God is not an object and neither is he an object of knowledge. He 
is the source of illuminatory and revelatory grace. He cannot be grasped, but he 
can certainly reveal himself. (133-4) 

Just as the light of the sun renders us seeing with regard to things of the physical 
world, so does the light of the spiritual sun—grace—render us seeing with regard to 
what is brought about from the spiritual world. Light is necessary in order to be 
able to see there, as well as here. (134) 

Antichrist, the ideal of biological and historical evolution without grace, is not an 
individuality or entity created by God, but rather the egregore or phantom 
generated through the biological and historical evolution opened up by the serpent, 
who is the author and master of the biological and historical evolution that science 
studies and teaches. The antichrist is the ultimate product of this evolution without 
grace and not an entity created by God—the act of divine creation being always, 
without exception, an act of grace. He is therefore an egregore, an artificial being 
who owes his existence to collective generation from below. (138) 

In order to see rightly one has to look rightly. And to look rightly means to 
endeavour to see through the mists of the phantoms of things. This is one of the 
principal practical precepts of Christian Hermeticism. It is thanks to the effort to see 
through the phantoms that one arrives at knowledge of the depth and height spoken 
of by the apostle Paul, which is the very essence of Hermeticism. (139) 

The vow of poverty is to live as much from the word which comes from the mouth 
of God as from the bread which enters the mouth of man. Then it adds to the law of 
biological nourishment, where the kingdoms lower than man serve him food, the 
new law of grace, where it is the kingdom higher than man, the kingdom of heaven, 
which feeds him. This means to say that not only the spirit and the soul of man are 
able to live, i.e. to receive impulses, forces and substances from above, but also his 
body. (141) 

But what is the immediate consequence of resisting temptation? The Gospel 
account gives the answer here, as follows: Then the devil left him, and behold, 
Angels came and ministered to him. (Matthew iv, 11) (144)


