
LETTER III 
The Empress, Arcanum of Sacred Magic 

Quotations for Reflection 

The subtle rules the dense—force [rules] matter; consciousness [rules] force; and the 
superconscious or divine [rules] consciousness. It is this latter rulership that the Empress 
symbolises. (page 53-4) 

These are the three elements of sacred magic which render it legitimate and in which it is 
easy to recognise the three insignias of the Empress—the crown, the sceptre and the 
emblem. For to give movement to the motionless is the liberating action represented by the 
eagle on the shield; to realise the healing solely through the spoken word is to put into 
play the sceptre surmounted by the cross; to accomplish it in the name of Jesus Christ is to 
have the head crowned by the divine. (page 56) 

Thus miracles require two united wills! They are not manifestations of an all-powerful will 
ordaining, but are due to a new power which is born whenever there is unity between 
divine will and human will. (page 56) 

Sacred magic is the power of love, born of the union in love of divine will and human 
will. (page 57) 

Love is active wherever it exists. It is everyone’s vocation; it is no one’s prerogative. Thus, it 
is clear from the preceding that gnosis due to mystical experience must precede sacred 
magic. This is the meaning of the crown that the Empress wears. Sacred magic is the child 
of mysticism and gnosis. (page 58) 

Sacred or divine magic is the putting into practice of mystical revelation… It is here that 
the order of things in sacred magic is given: firstly, real contact with the Divine 
(mysticism), then the taking into consciousness of this contact (gnosis), and lastly the 
putting into operation or the execution of that which mystical revelation has made known 
as being the task to accomplish and the method to follow. (page 58) 

Yes, this is exactly to do with the Holy Grail or the mystical Eucharist. For it is there, and 
only there, that the power of sacred magic resides. This power is, in the last analysis, that 
of twofold sincerity—divine and human—united in the human word or action. (page 60) 

Sacred gnosis has as its aim the communicable expression (or “book”) of mystical 
revelation, whilst the aim of sacred magic is liberating action, i.e. the restoration of 
freedom to beings who have partially or totally lost it. (page 61) 

This is the aim of sacred magic; it is nothing other than to give the freedom to see, to hear, 
to walk, to live, to follow an ideal and to be truly oneself—i.e. to give sight to the blind, 
hearing to the deaf, the ability to walk to the lame, life to the dead, good news or ideals to 



the poor and free will to those who are possessed by evil spirits. It never encroaches upon 
freedom, the restoration of which is its unique aim. (page 61) 

One need not fear the devil, but rather the perverse tendencies in oneself! For these 
perverse human tendencies can deprive us of our freedom and enslave us. (page 61-2) 

A devil is not an atheist; he does not doubt God. The faith which he lacks is faith in man. 
(page 63) 

The mystery is protected in another way than the secret. Its protection is its light, whilst the 
protection of a secret is its obscurity. As for an arcanum, which is a middle degree 
between the mystery and the secret, it is the twilight which protects it. For it reveals itself 
and hides itself at the same time by means of symbolism. Symbolism is a twilight for 
arcana. Thus the Arcana of the Tarot are formulae rendered visible and accessible to 
everyone. They were entertaining in the past for thousands of people; they were used for 
telling fortunes by hundreds of people; a few experienced in them a revelatory effect. 
(page 65) 

The fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil has had a triple effect: toil, suffering 
and death. Toil or work took the place of mystical union with God, which union (without 
effort) is the teaching of the first Arcanum of the Tarot, the Magician. Suffering replaced the 
directly reflected revelation or gnosis, whose direct revelation is the teaching of the 
second Arcanum of the Tarot, the High Priestess. And death entered into the domain of life 
or creative, sacred magic, which is the teaching of the third Arcanum of the Tarot, the 
Empress. (page 65-6) 

Yes, the miraculous does exist, for life is only a series of miracles, if we understand by 
“miracle” not the absence of cause (i.e. that it would not be caused by anyone or anything
—which would be more the concept of “pure chance”), but rather the visible effect of an 
invisible cause, or the effect on a lower plane due to a cause on a higher plane. (page 67) 

Imagine, dear Unknown Friend, efforts and discoveries in… the direction of construction 
or life. Imagine, not an explosion, but rather the blossoming out of a constructive “atomic 
bomb”. It is not too difficult to imagine, because each little acorn is such a “constructive 
bomb” and the oak is only the visible result of the slow “explosion”—or blossoming out—
of this “bomb”. Imagine it, and you will have the ideal of the great work or the idea of the 
Tree of Life. The image itself of the tree comprises the negation of the technical and 
mechanical element. It is the living synthesis of celestial light and elements of the earth. 
Not only is it the synthesis of heaven and earth, it constantly synthesises that which 
descends from above and that which ascends from below. (page 68) 

Now, the ideal of Hermeticism is contrary to that of science. Instead of aspiring to power 
over the forces of Nature by means of the destruction of matter, Hermeticism aspires to 
conscious participation with the constructive forces of the world on the basis of an 
alliance and a cordial communion with them. Science wants to compel Nature to 
obedience to the will of man such as it is; Hermeticism—or the philosophy of sacred 



magic—on the contrary wants to purify, illumine and change the will and nature of man in 
order to bring them into harmony with the creative principle of Nature (natura naturans) 
and to render them capable of receiving its willingly bestowed revelation. The “great 
work”, as an ideal, is therefore the state of the human being who is in peace, alliance, 
harmony and collaboration with life. This is the “fruit” of the Tree of Life. (page 68) 

The flaming sword of the Guardian of Eden is a weapon of divine magic… the flaming 
sword is a benediction to those who seek the Tree of Eternal Love which is the Tree of Life, 
and at the same time, by the very fact that it blesses, the flaming force prohibits those who 
seek the Tree of Life in order to take possession of its fruits. (page 69) 

The Tree of Life is the unity or synthesis of consciousness, force and matter. Three is its 
number… because it reflects the unity of the Holy Trinity. (page 69) 

Silence is the indispensable climate for all revelation; noise renders it absolutely 
impossible. (page 71) 

The religious life, as everyone knows, is not exempt from decadence—when it ceases to 
be founded in mysticism, illumined by gnosis, and actuated by sacred magic. It grows cold 
without the fire of mysticism, it clouds over without the light of gnosis and becomes 
impotent without the power of sacred magic. There remains then only theological legalism 
supported by moral legalism—hence the origin of the religion of the scribes and Pharisees 
at the time of the New Testament. This is the twilight which precedes its night, its death. 
(page 71) 

FAITH is the experience of divine breath; HOPE is the experience of divine light; and 
LOVE is the experience of divine fire. There is no authentic and sincere religious life 
without faith, hope and love; but there is no faith, hope and love without mystical 
experience or, what is the same thing, without grace. No intellectual argument can 
awaken faith; what it can do, at best, is to eliminate obstacles, misunderstandings and 
prejudices, and thus help to establish the state of interior silence necessary for the 
experience of the divine breath. But faith itself is the divine breath whose origin is found 
neither in logical reasoning, nor in aesthetic impression, nor in human moral action. (page 
71) 

Love, hope and faith are at one and the same time the essence of mysticism, gnosis and 
sacred magic. FAITH is the source of magic power and all the miracles spoken of in the 
Gospels are attributable to it. The revelation—all the revelations of gnosis have only one 
aim: to give, to maintain and to increase HOPE. The book that the High Priestess holds on 
her knees is written so that hope may continue unceasingly. For all revelation which does 
not give hope is useless and superfluous. Mysticism is fire without reflection; it is union 
with the divine in LOVE. It is the primary source of all life, including religious, artistic and 
intellectual life. Without it, everything becomes pure and simple technique. (page 72) 

The third Arcanum of the Tarot, being the arcanum of sacred magic, is by this very fact the 
arcanum of generation. For generation is only an aspect of sacred magic. (page 72)


